
This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 
to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 
to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 
are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other marginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 
publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing this resource, we have taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 

We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain from automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attribution The Google "watermark" you see on each file is essential for informing people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liability can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at http : //books . google . com/| 



Digitized by 



Google 




^i.S isoov 3 " 





Digitized by 



Google 



; ;« ■. si; -r> • <-< t.- :.y i t ' \ < < t* \ < <* .*. C A'. ■* <^«. *,< «ui A ^ < 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 



Digitized by 



Google 




PRICE, FIVE DOLLARS PER ANNUM 5 SINGLE COPIES, FIFTY CENTS. 



Vol. X. 



THE 




No. 11. 



HISTORICAL MAGAZINE, 



AND 



Notes and Queries 



CONCERNING 



The Antiquities, History and Biography 



OF 



AMERICA. 

November, 1866. 




MORRISANIA, N. Y. : 

BENRY B. DAWSON. 

New York: American News Co. 

London: Trubner & Co. 

?rnt 9/ y. M. Bradttrtft Gf &«. 




Digitized by 



Google 



US i---v 5 [--S" 



HARVARD 
IUNIVERSITV 
LIBRARY 



BAC1TN UMBERS 




r'/s J> 



For 1866, except that for May, may be had at this Office. Issues for 1865 and 

all prior years, must be applied for to Mr. John Gilmary Shea, 

80 Centre Street, New York. Price 25 Certts each. 

J^^Correspondents will save trouble, both to themselves and to us, by keeping 

the above notice in remembrance. 



Contents op this Number. 



Page 

I. The Citixen Genet 829 

II. The Early Methodist* and Slavery 344 

III. Queries .' 846 

IV. Replies 846 

Y. Proceedings of Societies...... 848 

VI. Current Events - 860 

SUPPLEMENT. 

I. Trial of Joshua Hett .Smith, concluded 180 

II. Slavery in Massachusetts. 188 



P*g€ 

III. Old New York Revived, continued -*. 143 

IV. Papers Concerning the Province and State of 
Maine — continued .. ... .... 144 

V. Selections from Portfolios in Various libra- 
ries 146 

VI. The Second Classical School in Iredell Co. 
(then Rowan Co.) North Carolina, by Professor 

E. F. Rockwell, of Davidson College 148 

VH. Books 149 

Vin.— Current Events 168 



FINE BOOKS. 

The attention of Colleges, Public Libraries, and all who value fine copies of ohoice books, is respectfully 
called to the following works, published in limited editions for subscribers only : 

WORKS OF HENRT HALLAM. 10 vols, large paper. Edition only 100. 
DISRAELI'S CURIOSITIES OF LITERATURE. 4 vols., large paper. Edition only 100. 
DISRAELI'S AMENITIES OF LITERATURE. 2 vols., large paper. Edition only 100. 
WORKS OF CHARLES LAMB. 5 vols., large Daper. Edition only 100. 



WASHINGTONIANA, by Dr. F. B. Hough. 2 vols., large and small paper. 
POUCHETS MEMOIR UPON T£E LATE WAR IN AMERICA— 1755. 



Large and small paper. 



^RECORDS OF SALEM WITCHCRAFT. 2 vols., large and small paper. 
HUBBARD'S INDIAN WARS. 2 vols., large and small paper. 
HISTORY OF THE WITCHCRAFT DELUSION IN NEW ENGLAND, comprising Mather's "Won- 

" den of the Invisible World/* and Calef 's " More Wonders of the Invisible World/' 8 vols., large and 

small papea, 

(The seren preceding volumes are included In Woodward's Historic*! Series, to be completed In ten Yolumes. The 
. fire last named are all edited by Samuel O. Drake, Esq., with copious illustrative notes and a great amount of other 
original matter.) 

DRAKE'S FOUNDERS OF NEW ENGLAND. Large Paper, only 76 printed. 
NEWS FROM NEW ENGLAND. Large paper, only 60 printed. 

In addition to the above works of his own publication, the undersigned is frequently able to procure 
some of the more rare privately printed volumes, likewise the issues of the various American Book Clubs, and 
offers his services to gentlemen who may be desirous of obtaining works of that class. He will also undertake 
to furnish at short notice almost any work printed in this country on large paper or in limited edition. 

Please address subscription orders or letters of inquiry to 



W. ELLIOT WOODWARD, 

Roxbury, Mass. 



Digitized by 



Google 



THE 



HISTORICAL MAGAZINE. 



Vol. X.] 



NOVEMBER, 1866. 



[No. 11. 



L— THE CITIZEN GENET. 

On the ninth of April, 1793, Edmond 
Charles Genet, who had been appointed 
to supersede Ternant as Minister Pleni- 
potentiary from the French Republic to 
the United States, arrived at Charleston, 
8. C, bringing with him the Declaration, 
by France, of War against England. 

The seventeenth Article of the Treaty 
of Commerce, between France and the 
United States, had guaranteed to the 
former the exclusive right of shelter, for 
her ships-of-war and privateers and for 
their prizes; and, in spirit if not in terms, 
it guaranteed the friendly offices of the 
Federal authorities, in case of a war aris- 
ing between France and any other na- 
tion. 

The Proclamation of Neutrality which 
was immediately issued by the Presi- 
dent and the ill-feeling which it pro- 
duced, the attempts made by the Minis- 
ter to fit out cruisers from our ports and 
the determined opposition of the Presi- 
dent thereto, are well known to our read- 
ers ; and they are not ignorant of the 
charge which was made against M. Genet 
— since, duly repeated by the greater 
number of those who have assumed the 
duties of Historians — that he had said 
" the President was a misled man, wholly 
"under the influence of those inimical 
" to France," that " he [Genet] was resolv- 
" ed to appeal from him [the President] 
" to the People, the real Sovereigns." — 
Hildrbth's United States,!!., i., 427; etc. 

This charge was first publicly made 
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i through the press, in The Diary; or, 
I Loudon's Register, 468, New-York, Mon- 
day evening, August 12, 1793, in the fol- 
lowing letter: 

FOR THE DIARY. 

Messrs. Printers, 

CERTAIN late publications render it 
proper for us to authorize you to inform 
the Public, that a report having reached 
this City from Philadelphia, that Mr. 
Genet, the French Minister, had said he 
would Appeal to the People from certain 
decisions of the President; we were 
asked, on our return from that place, 
whether he had made such a declaration 
—we answered, that he had, and We also 
mentioned it to others, authorising them 
to say that we had so informed them. 

JOHN JAY, 
RUFUS KING. 

New- York, August 12. 

In the next number of T/ie Diary r 
(August IS,) "the public [were] requested 
" to suspend their opinion," on the sub- 
ject matter of this letter, " until some 
" more explicit and definite communica- 
" tion [should] be made" by its authors \. 
and, on the same day, the Citizen noticed 
the charge, in a letter to the President, of 
which the following is a translation 
which, with the original French version, 
appeared in Tlie New-York Journal, 8f 
Patriotic Register, 2796, New-York, Sat- 
urday, August 24, 1793: 
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New- York, 18th August, 1793, 
2d year of the Republic. 
Citizen Genet, Minister Plenipotentiary 

from the French Republic, to General 

Washington, President of the United 

States. 
SIR, 

Intrusted, in this part of the world, 
with the interests and rights of the 
French people, as you are with those of 
♦the citizens of America, I have sworn to 
any country and imposed it as a sacred 
duty on myself, never to permit private 
considerations or other motives foreign 
from the general weal, to impede me in 
what I conceived the line of duty. My 
conduct has, accordingly, been marked 
with all the energy and frankness which 
ever characterize a true Republican. To 
you alone, through the Secretary of 
State, have I complained of the princi- 
ples you have adopted, and remonstrated 
against decisions which have resulted 
therefrom. To you, alone, have I de- 
clared that the Federal Government, far 
from manifesting any regard fot our gen- 
erous conduct towards this country, for 
»the new advantages which we were offer- 
ing to her commerce, or for the reiterated 
'demonstrations of our real and disin- 
terested friendship, were sacrificing our 
interests to those of our enemies, by 
their interpretation of the Treaties which 
«xist between us. To you have I pre- 
sented, without reserve, that this conduct 
did not appear to correspond with the 
views of the People of America, with 
their desire to observe with fidelity their 
.public engagements, or with their affec- 
tionate regard for the cause of libfirty, 
(Upon which their very existence and 
^prosperity depends. Certain decisions of 
your tribunals and verdicts of your juries, 
added to the sentiments of your fellow- 
citizens, publicly expressed, might per- 
mit me, without a crime, to draw this 
inference. 

Nevertheless, certain persons, actuated 



by views which time will develope, de- 
spairing to attack my principles, have 
descended to personal abuse. In hopes 
of withdrawing from me that esteem 
which the public feel and avow for the 
representative of the French republic, 
they publish, with great warmth, that I 
have insulted you, and that I have threat- 
ened you with an appeal to the People ; 
as if you would permit any one, with im- 
punity, to treat you with disrespect; or 
as if the slightest hint of an appeal, 
which a magistrate deserving of his high 
office should ardently desire, was to you 
the greatest offence I could offer. 

It has become necessary, Sir, to dissi- 
pate these dark calumnies by truth and 
publicity. I dare, therefore, to expect 
from your candor and probity an ex- 
plicit declaration, that "I have never 
"intimated to you an intention of ap- 
pealing to the people; that it is not 
" true that a difference in political sen- 
" timents has ever betrayed me to forget 
" what was due to your character or to 
"the exalted reputation you had ^ ac- 
quired by humbling a tyrant, against 
" whom you fought in the cause of lib- 
erty." A publication of your answer 
will be the only reply which shall be 
given to those party men, who never fail 
to confound the individual with affairs 
of state, which they too often make use 
of as a pretext for their zeal and a reason 
for dastardly appearing under anonymous 
signatures. 

As to myself, I have always openly 
declared what I thought, and signed 
what I had written ; and if others nave 
supposed they could advance my views, 
by newspaper publications and para- 
graphs, they are much deceived. A 
good cause needs no advocate— time and 
truth will make it triumph; and ours 
must triumph in spite of its implacable 
enemies, and the present cold indiffer- 
ence of some who were its ancient friends. 
I have the honour, &c. 

GENET. 
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To this letter the President replied 
•coldly, through the Secretary of State, 
in the following letter, which we copy 
from The New- York Journal, 8c Patriotic 
Register, 2796, New-York, Saturday, Au- 
gust 24, 1793: 



SIR, 



Philadelphia, August 16, 1793. 



THE President of the United States 
has received the letter which you ad- 
dressed to him from New- York, on the 
18th inst, and I am desired to observe to 
you, that it is not the established course 
for the diplomatic characters residing 
here, to have any direct correspondence 
with him. The Secretary of State is the 
organ through which their communica- 
tions should pass. 

The President does not conceive it to 
be within the line of propriety or duty 
for him to bear evidence against a decla : 
ration which, whether made to him or 
others, is perhaps immaterial : he there- 
fore declines interfering in the case. 
I have the honour to be with great respect, 
Sir, 
Your most obedient, 
And most humble servant, 

TEL JEFFERSON. 
The Minister Plenipotentiary ) 
of the Republic of France, j 

No further notice seems to have been 
taken of this subject, until the fourteenth 
of November, 1793, when M. Oenet ad- 
dressed the following letter to the Attor- 
ney-general of the United States: 

[From The New-York Journal, <f- Patriotic Register, 
2828, New-York, Wednesday, November 27, 1793.] 

New-York, 14th November, 1793. 
2d year of the French Republic. 
SIR, 

More pressing avocations have hitherto 
prevented my applying to you on the 
subject of a public insult to my nation 
and to myself, which I understand, from 
gentlemen of the law here, you are the 



person officially to be made acquainted 
with. I enclose you, Sir, a newspaper, 
printed in New- York, in which the ChiQf- 
justice of the United States, Mr. Jay, 
and a Senator of the United States, Mr. 
King, have certified to the Public, as a 
declaration of mine, what is utterly and 
totally false. To you; Sir, who are doubt- 
less acquainted with the contemptible 
arts practised by party to hurt the char- 
acters supposed to obstruct their views, 
it is needless to enlarge upon the injury 
this certificate has done the cause of my 
country in the opinion of this, or the 
personal dilemma into which it has, or 
was intended, plunged myself. The lie 
having effected its purpose, I can, unfor- 
tunately for justice, but too slowly follow 
it with detection. It is, however, a duty 
I owe my own official character, to pro- 
cure a public prosecution of a calumny, 
which nothing but their public situa- 
tions, who are the authors of it, induces 
me to think more of, than the rest of the 
low newspaper abuse to which I have 
been so much accustomed. 

As y&u are, as I am informed, from 
your official situation, the prosecutor of 
outrages committed by citizens of the 
United States, either against foreign na- 
tions or their representatives to the Uni- 
ted States, I am satisfied that it is suffi- 
cient for me to acquaint you of the 
scandalous falsity of the charge against 
me, to induce you to take such steps, at 
the ensuing Federal Court, as the honor 
of your own country, as well as of mine, 
exact upon such an occasion. I shall at- 
tend you for this purpose, at any time 
and place you point out, and desire to 
be favored with your answer, when and 
where that must be. 

Accept my respects; 

GENET. 

Edmund Randolph, 
Attorney-general of the 
United States of America 

On the same day, M. Genet wrote as 
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follows, to the Secretary of State, and 
enclosed a copy of his letter to the At- 
torney-general : 

[From The New- York Journal, <f- Patriotic Regis- 
ter, 2828, New- York, Wednesday, November 27, 
1793.] 

New-York, November 14, 1793. 

2d year of the French Republic. 

SIR, 

I believe I onght to communicate to 
you the copy of a letter which I have 
just written to the Attorney-general of 
the United States, to demand of him, 
that Messrs. Jay and King, the one Chief- 
justice and the other a Senator of the 
United States, who have published in 
the Newspapers a libel against me, 
should be prosecuted at the Federal 
Court I have to this moment omitted 
nothing to ascertain the falsity of the 
perfidious imposture to which these 
gentlemen have not been ashamed to 
add their names. It is with this view, I 
ventured to write to the President of the 
United States ; it is with this view, that 
my friends have called, in many papers, 
upon Mr. Jay and Mr. King, to produce 
the proofs of their assertion; but the 
answer which you were charged to 
make me, Sir, being as indecisive as 
the silence of these gentlemen was pro- 
found, a judicial enquiry alone remains 
for me to confound those who have tra- 
duced me, both as delegate of the French 
people and as an individual. This sat- 
isfaction will be the most agreeable I 
can obtain, for I have only wished for 
the esteem of a free and virtuous people, 
of whatsoever country they might be; 
it is doubtless grievous to see, at this 
day, calumny bent upon pursuing me, 
and the benevolence of a people whom I 
revere, surprised from me, as well as 
that of their first magistrate. But what 
will be my satisfaction, when truth alone 
shall force those who now misconstrue 
both my intentions and my principles, 
to do justice to my courage, my un- 



shaken patriotism, and the purity of my 
conduct. 

Accept my respects, 

GENET. 
Mr. Jefferson, 

Secretary of State. 

On the nineteenth of November, 1793, 
the Attorney-general answered the letter 
which M. Genet had addressed to him, 
on the fourteenth of the same month, as 
follows : 

[From The New- York Journal, <f- Patriotic Regis- 
ter, 2823, New-York, Wednesday, November 27 r 
1798.] 



SIR, 



Germantown, Nov. 19, 1793. 



I this moment received the letter 
which you did me the honor of writing 
to me on the 14th instant. Understand- 
ing that you purpose to return to Phila- 
delphia shortly, and conceiving from this 
circumstance, that it will be the most 
convenient place for yourself, I shall be 
ready to have a personal interview with 
you there, on the subject of the letter, 
whenever you may think proper to sig- 
nify to me the time which will best suit 
you. I have the honor, &c, 

EDM. RANDOLPH. 

We are not informed of the result of 
the visit of the Citizen Minister to the 
Attorney-general, if such a visit was 
made; but we find in The New- York 
Journal, 8f Patriotic Register, 2825, 
New- York, Wednesday, December 4, 
1793, the following statement, by Messrs. 
Jay and King, who had become the 
public accusers of M. Genet: 

TO* THE PUBLIC. 

Although well constituted free Gov- 
ernments only can give and preserve to 
men the enjoyment of rational liberty, 
yet no Government can liberate indi- 
viduals from the impulse and domination 
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of their passions. Hence it is that the 
excesses of these passions so frequently 
produce parties in all communities, and 
that personal motives are so often found 
to be masked by patriotic professions. 

While the People continue enlightened 
and watchful, they may experience in- 
conveniences from such parties ; but most 
alarming are the mischiefs they cause, 
whenever they become seduced, infected, 
and inflamed, by foreign influence. 

The history of mankind has, in all 
ages, declared and proved, that foreign 
influence is the most subtle and fatal 
poison, that can be communicated to a 
Nation; for numerous and melancholy 
are the instances of great and powerful, 
and once happy, States, who under its 
operation have either expired in violent 
convulsions or been reduced to a deplor- 
able state of debility and insignificance. 

When at Philadelphia, in July last, we 
frequently heard that Mr. Genet, the 
French Minister, had on a certain occa- 
sion said " that he would appeal from the 
41 President to the People" — an appeal 
by a foreign Minister from the President 
to the People, appeared to us to be a 
serious and alarming measure: That a 
foreign Minister, finding it impossible to 
bend the Government to his purposes, 
should turn from it with disdain, to the 
citizens at large, and before them im- 
peach the wisdom or virtue of the ad- 
ministration, would be a proceeding un- 
precedented and unpermitted in every 
well policed State; it would be a pro- 
ceeding evidently and necessarily pro- 
ductive of parties, practices, and in- 
trigues, highly detrimental to the peace 
and independence of the country; and 
in a variety of respects, offensive to the 
dignity and sovereignty of the Nation, 
as well as humiliating and injurious to 
its constituted authorities. 

We left that city well convinced that 
Mr. Genet had made such a Declaration. 
On our return to New- York, we found a 
report of that Declaration had preceded 



us, and that it had made the same im- 
pression upon others, that it had made 
upon us: We were asked whether it 
was true? We answered that it was. 
To many, a Declaration so extraordinary 
did not appear probable; and our having 
asserted it to be true, was questioned. 
We were called upon in the public pa- 
pers to admit, or deny, that we had made 
such an assertion. That call merited 
attention, and we therefore made the 
following publication : 

"For the Diary. 



Messrs. Printers, 

"Certain late publications render it 
proper for us to authorise you to in- 
form the public, that a report having 
reached this city from Philadelphia, 
that Mr. Genet, the French Minister, 
said that he would appeal to the People 
from certain decisions of the President, 
we were asked on our return from that 
place, whether he had made sucha de- 
claration; we answered that he* had; 
and we also mentioned it to others, 
authorising them to say that we had 
so informed them. 

"JOHN JAY, 
"MJFUS KING. 



J "New-York, August 21, 1793." 

Of the time, place, occasion, and other 
circumstances relative to the transaction, 
we omitted to ffive any account; al- 
though we found it necessary for the 
reasons before mentioned, to avow our 
having mentioned that Declaration as 
having really been made ; yet we had no 
desire or intention to come forward as 
the prosecutors of the French Minister 
before the tribunal of the public. 

In common with other free citizens of 
a sovereign and independent Nation, we 
spoke our sentiments; but we were mind- 
ful, that to the Government, and not to 
us, belonged the task of taking such 
measures, relative to that Minister and 
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his conduct, as the interest and honor 
of the Nation might require : Nor did 
we deem it necessary to detail and ex- 
plain the evidence on which we rested 
our assertion; for while that assertion 
remained undenied and uncontradicted 
by the minister, such a step could nei- 
ther be requisite nor proper; to anony- 
mous writers on the subject, in the pub- 
lic papers, we paid no attention; nor 
shall we in future pay any. 

On the singular letter written by the 
Minister to the President, and the answer 
through the Secretary of State, we restrain 
ourselves to this remark, that it only 
denies his having made such a Declara- 
tion to the President; and that it leaves 
the question whether he had made it at 
ally entirely out of sight — it seems that 
this did not escape tne discernment of 
the President; for he very justly observ- 
ed, u that whether the Declaration was 
" made to him or others, was, perhaps, im- 
material ? To whom the Declaration was 
made, was a question foreign to the in- 
quiry ; the true and only question being 
whether he had made such a Declaration 
to anybody? To this question the Minis- 
ter gave no answer ; and thereby left the 
credit of our assertion not only unim- 
peached, but also strengthened by his 
silence, and by his endeavors to elude 
the force of it, by his letter to the Pres- 
ident. 

fie now denies having made such a 
Declaration; in what light this denial 
is to be viewed, will appear from the" 
following statement of tne evidence and 
circumstances relative to the transaction 
in question: 

The President having given instruc- 
tions to the Governors of the several 
States relative to the fitting out of armed 
vessels in our ports, by any of the bel- 
ligerent powers, on Saturday, the 6th of 
July last, the Warden of the port of Phila- 
delphia reported to Governor Mifflin, that 
the brig Little Sarah, since called the 
Petit Democrat, (an English merchant 



vessel, mounting from two to four guns, 
taken off our coast, and carried into that 
port by the French .frigate the Ambus- 
cade), had. materially augmented her 
military equipments; having then four- 
teen iron cannon and six swivels,, 
mounted ; and it being understood that 
her crew was to consist of (including 
officers, men and boys) one hundred and 
twenty. 

Governor Mifflin, in consequence of 
this information, sent Mr. Secretary Dal- 
las to Mr. Genet* to endeavor to prevail 
upon him to enter into an arrangement 
for detaining the vessel in port, without 
the necessity of employing military force - 
for that purpose. 

Mr. Dallas reported to Governor Mif- 
flin, that Mr. Genet had absolutely refused 
to do what had been requested of him ; 
that he had been angry, and intemperate ; 
that he had complained of ill treatment 
from the Government, and had declared 
"that he would appeal from the President 
"to the People ;" and that he had also said, 
that he would not advise an attempt to 
take possession of the vessel, as it would 
be resisted. 

The refusal was so peremptory that 
Governor Mifflin, in consequence of it, 
ordered out one hundred and twenty 
men for the purpose of taking possession 
of the vessel. 

Mr. Dallas likewise communicated to 
Mr. Jefferson, that Mr. Genet had said, 
" That hc( would appeal from the Presi- 
dent to the Peopled 

On Sunday, the 7th of July, Mr. Jeffer- 
son went to Mr. Genet, to endeavor to 
prevail upon him to detain the Petit 
Democrat, till the President (who was 
then absent) should return and decide 
upon the case ; but he refused to give a 
promise, saying only that she would not 
probably be ready to depart before the 
succeeding Wednesday, the day of the 
President's expected return. This was 
considered by Mr. Jefferson as an inti- 
mation that she would remain. The 
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Petit Democrat) instead of remaining as 
Mr. Jefferson had expected, fell down to 
Chester previous to the Wednesday re- 
ferred to, and shortly after sailed out of 
the Delaware. 

For the truth and accuracy of this 
statement we refer to Mr. Secretary Ham- 
ilton and Mr. Secretary Knox, from 
whom we derived the information, on 
which we relied, respecting the facts con- 
tained in it 

We forbear enlarging this publication 
by any strictures or remarks on this 
Minister's conduct; will only add, that 
we sincerely wish all the blessings of 
Peace, Liberty, and good government to 
his country; and that we shall always 
deprecate and oppose the interference 
of foreign powers or foreign agents in 
the politics and affairs of our own. 

JOHN JAY, 
RUFUS KING. 
New-York, Nov. 26, 1798. 

Philadelphia, Nov. 29, 1793. 
We the subscribers, certify that we 
did severally communicate to the above 
mentioned John Jay and Rufus King, 
the particulars contained in the fore- 
going statement That such of them as i 
are therein mentioned to have been re- ' 
ported to Governor Mifflin by Mr. Dallas, 
were communicated by the Governor to 
each of us, as having been received by 
him from Mr. Dallas. That such of 
them as respect Mr. Jefferson, including 
the information to him from Mr. Dallas, 
of Mr. Genet's having said "that he 
"would appeal from the President to the 
"People? 9 were communicated to us by 
Mr. Jefferson. j 

ALEXANDER HAMILTON. ! 
H. KNOX. 



teemed with articles on the subject. We 
copy one, to show the spirit in which the 
greater number were written : 

[From The New- York Journal, <f- Patriotic Register, 
2826, New- York, Saturday, December 7, 1798.] 

For the NEW-YORK JOURNAL, ip.. 

To Messrs. J*y, Jr****, #******«, &. 
K**x* 

THE mountain which has, since 
last August, been in labor, 
hath at last been delivered, and has 
brought forth a mouse. Well pushed, 
great, honest, and able patriots! The 
nrst of ye shall be crowned, and hence* 
forth called K**g j*y f, prince of the 
Jesuits! Murder, they say, will come 
out at some time or other. The de- 
mure hypocrite in question, discovered 
the blackness of his heart, a few years 
ago, by persevering in his design to 
ruin the character of young L e lfc 

Those who read the newspaper publi- 
cations concerning that design, felt sorry 
that so much malignity of disposition 
should be manifested by a person they 
before thought well of; they therefore 
let it pass off without severe remarks; 
and it had nearly reached oblivion. 
This last business, his efforts to injure 
the character of a foreign Minister, by> 
at least, a craftily contrived LIE, has: 
established his fame in the Jesuitical 
line! The second is a forward adven- 
turer of no character, among us, worth 
writing about The third and fourth 
shall be addressed in another letter; 
but the worst, and most to be regretted 
part of the whole business is. that the 
said K**g j*y, together with Pacificus,|| 



This statement, which was widely co- 
pied, produced great surprise and indig- 
nation ; and the newspapers of the day 



* To Messrs. Jay, King, Hamilton, and Knox.— Kk Hif*. 
Mao. 
t King Jay.— Kd. Hist. Mao. 

% Referring to the caae of Lewis Littlepage. " a young raao- 
" whom Mr. Jay, when in Spain, patronised and took into M* 
44 family."— Ed. Hist. Mao. 

II Referring to Colonel Hamilton, the author of the essays* 
signed " Pacificos," which had appeared in 1703. 
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and the Ball on>* should have been 
able to induce a great personage to give 
an evasive, or an equivocal answer! (An 
answer inglorious in every point of light) 
to a fair question, diplomatically put to 
him by a man as high in rank and au- 
thority as a Republic can place a man, 
without making him Stadtholder, who 
had been basely and wickedly belied /f 
Evasive did I nay? Was it not some- 
thing worse? Was it not something like 
confederating with those who had ad- 
vanced a malicious falsefiood ? Will that 
same personage now, to save his sicken- 
ing reputation for more than Roman in- 
tegrity, dismiss the one and cause the 
other, in his place, to be impeached as 
wicked incendiaries, substituted or em- 
ployed to create a misunderstanding, if 
not a rupture, between two Republics, 
whose freedom and happiness entirely 
depend upon a firm and lasting friend- 
ship for each other? No, he will not, 
and the reasons for declining it are ob- 
vious. " Parcil Cognalis Maculis Sitnilis , 
fera? 

NOVA CJESARIA. 
! 
The " statement" of Messrs. Jay and 
King having discovered no evidence of 
M. Genet's alleged threat, of which they 
had clearly accused him, in the columns 
of The Diary — the only fact having 
been elicited thereby, that they had re- 
ceived the story from Messrs. Hamilton 
and Knox, who said they had receive it 
from Governor Thomas Mifflin, who was 
4 .said to have received it from Alexander 
James Dallas, who was said to have ' 
heard M. Genet make the threat referred 
to— they were necessarily exposed to the 
disagreeable charge of having originally ■ 
made a public accusation against the 
French Ambassador, on insufficient evi- 
dence, and to the still more disagreeable 
t 

* It in not known to what clrcumntance thene wordf refer ; i 
alth >-igh ttwr* can be little <i'»ulr <h*t General Knox »u the 
person thai described.— Ed. Hut Mao. ■ 



t Referring to the President** reply to M. Genet's note.- 
Hut Mao. 



■Ed. 



suspicion of having done so for improper 
partizan purposes. As we have seen, 
they were violently assailed by the op- 
posite party ; and the intensity of the 
feeling against them was increased, soon 
after, by the following Card from Mr. 
Dallas, whom they had endeavored to 

I make the scape-goat of the parties im- 

I plicated : 

[From Dunlap's American Daily Advertiser, 4673, 
Philadelphia, Friday, December 6, 1798.] 

! To the Printer of the American Daily 
1 Advertiser: 

i SIR, 

i The appearance of a statement, under 
I the signature of Mr. Jay and Mr. King ; 
and of a Certificate, under the signatures 
of Mr. Hamilton and Mr. King, [Knox ?] 
relative to Mr. Genet's conversation 
with me, in the case of the Little Demo- 
crat, obviously claims, on my part, a de- 
claration of the facts. This aeclaration 
I will prepare and publish, in the course 
of a few days. 
I am, Sir, your most obedient servant, 

A.J.DALLAS. 
Philadelphia, December 5, 1793. 

This was followed, in Dunlap and 
Claypoole's American Daily Advertiser, 
4575, Philadelphia, Monday, December 
9, 1793, by the following: 

TO THE PUBLIC. 

Agreeably to the promise that was 
published on the 6th instant, I shall 
now proceed to declare the facts, rela- 
tive to Mr. Genet's conversation with 
me, in the case of the Little Democrat. 

I feel, indeed, the indelicacy of dis- 
closing, what may appear^ in some re- 
spects, to be an official, and, in others, a 
private communication; but the anx- 
iety, which the Public mind has ex- 
perienced on the subject, the misap- 
prehensions which have prevailed, and 
the example which is derived from the 
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•conduct of all the other persons who 
have been involved in the discussion, 
will. I think, be deemed a sufficient 
justification of the liberty that I find it 
necessary to take. 

Late in the evening of Saturday, the 

day of July last, I was informed 

that the Little Democrat (whose war- 
like equipments, in opposition to the | 
declared neutrality of the port, had 
before attracted the attention of Gov- 1 
ernment) would sail in the course of 
the ensuing morning. Having imme- 
diately communicated this information 
to the Governor, I received instructions 
to prepare for calling out a party of the 
militia, to prevent, at all events, the 
departure of the vessel ; but, on my 
suggesting, that the necessity of pursu- 
ing hostile measures, might, probably, 
be superseded, by an application to the 
discretion of the French Minister, I 
was directed to wait upon that gentle- 
man, with an overture for an amicable I 
arrangement, before the party should 
be summoned to parade. 

It was about 11 o'clock at night, J 
when I arrived at Mr. Genet's house, j 
Mr. Paschall withdrew from the room ; 
into which I was introduced, soon after 
I entered it; but Mr. Bernonville and j 
Mr. Dupont remained there, during the j 
whole of my visit. I 

I apologized for so unseasonable an 
intrusion; and lamented that my er- 
rand was not of an agreeable import. 
I stated the nature, extent, and obli- 
gation of the instructions, which the 
Governor had received from the Presi- j 
dent, for the purpose of preserving the J 
neutrality of the United States, within 
the jurisdiction of Pennsylvania ; and j 
I described the circumstances, that ren- 
dered the Little Democrat an object of, 
those instructions, as well as the recent 
intelligence of her intention to leave ' 
the port, which the Governor was bound : 
to prevent I mentioned, however, that 
the Governor was desirous to avoid the I 



use of any compulsory means on the 
occasion; and, therefore, as the allega- 
tion which had been made, that the 
vessel belonged to the Republic of 
! France, and not to individuals, might 
produce an exception from the general 
rule, in her favor, he would cheerfully 
1 rely on the Minister's engagement that 
| she should not depart, till there was an 
j opportunity of consulting the President 
! (who was then, I believe, on his way 
1 from Mount Vernon to the city of Phila- 
1 delphia) upon the merits of this particu- 
lar case. 

This representation was scarcely de- 
livered, when Mr. Genet exclaimed 
with great vehemence, " that the pro- 
" ceeding was very extraordinary, im- 
proper and unjust He thought that 
"his uniform acquiescence in the wishes 
"of the Government (instanced in the 
"surrender of the Grange, &c.) had not 
" merited this return ; which he said, 
"however, should regulate his conduct 
"in future. He expressed surprise 
"that the first intimation which was 
"given of the matter, should be accom- 
" panied with a threat He complained 
" in strong terms, and with many angry 
"epithets, of the ill-treatment that he 
"had received from some of the offi- 
"cers of the general Government, which 
"he contrasted with the cordial attach- 
"ment that was expressed by the People 
" at large, for his Nation. He ascribed 
"the conduct of those officers to priu- 
" ciples inimical to the cause of France 
"and liberty. He expressed apprehen- 
sions, that owing to their influence, 
"even the President had, in that re- 
" spect, been misled. He observed, with 
"considerable emphasis, that the Presi- 
dent was not the Sovereign of the 
" country, for he could not legislate on 
"general subjects, nor could he declare 
" war, or make peace ; that Congress, 
"the depository of those powers, was 
" the only constituted body, that could, 
" on the part of the United States, give 
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"a Constitutional interpretation (possi- 
bly involving the question of War or 
"Peace) to the terms of the Treaty; that 
"it was, therefore, the duty of the Pre- 
" sident (a duty of which he had *fre- 
" quently pressed a performance) to have 
"convened Congress, before he ventured 
11 to decide, by the Proclamation of Neu- 
trality, upon the general relation be- 
tween America and the belligerent 
"powers; or to prohibit, by his instruc- 
tions to the State Governors, the 
"enjoyment of the particular rights, 
"which France claimed under the ex- 
" press stipulations of the Treaty. He 
"urged, that the powers which he had 
"received from his constituents gave 
" him no latitude upon the point now in 
" controversy ; that the privilege to arm 
" and equip their vessels was deemed by 
" them indisputable ; founded upon the 
" plain meaning of the 22d Article of the 
" Treaty of Commerce ; and that he could 
"not therefore, enter into any arrange- 
"ment, which might appear as a waiver 
"of that privilege. He insisted that 
" the President's construction was neither 
" just, nor obligatory ; that notwithstand- 
ing the existing causes, which would 
" warrant an abrupt departure, his regard 
"for the People of America would in- 
"duce him to remain here, amidst the 
"insults and disgusts that he daily suf- 
" fered, in his official character, from the 
" public officers, 'till the meeting of Con- 
"gress. He spoke of publishing his 
"correspondence with the officers of 
"Government, together with a general 
"narrative of his proceedings: and he 
"said, that if Congress agreed in the 
" opinions, and supported the measures, 
"of the President, in relation to the 
" Republic of France, he would certainly 
"then withdraw, conscious of having 
" discharged his duty, and leave the dis- 
" pute to be finally adjusted by the two 
" Nations themselves." 

As soon as I could obtain an oppor- 
tunity, I recalled Mr. Genet's attention 



to the immediate object of my visit; 
but he peremptorily refused to enter 
into any engagement for suspending 
the departure of the Little Democrat; 
and added, in a manner which I thought 
intemperate, that " he hoped no attempt 
"to seize her would be made: for, as 
"she belonged to the Republic, she must 
"defend the honor of her Flag, and 
" would certainly repel force by force." 

Such was Mr. Genet's conversation, 
with me : and, it will be allowed, that,, 
although I am responsible for the fidel- 
ity of the recital, I am not responsible 
for any inference which has been, or 
may be, drawn, from the facts that it 
contains. 

My report to the Governor, on the 
same nipnt, and to Mr. Jefferson, on the 
succeeding morning, corresponded, as- 
precisely as I c*n repeat it, with the 
account which I have now riven; and 
I well remember, that Mr. Jenerson's re* 
lation of the discourse, that passed in 
his subsequent interview with Mr. 
Genet, on the same occasion, so nearly 
corresponded with my report, that the 
similarity became a matter of remark 
with the Governor and Mr. Jefferson, 
as well as with me. 

But it will be expected, perhaps, that 
I should give a more direct reply to 
the specific charge, which states, that 
I had reported to the Governor, and 
communicated to Mr. Jefferson, "that 
" Mr. Genet had declared that he would 
"appeal from the President to the 
"People." 

Upon enquiry, I find, that the Gov* 
ernor thinks that I made use of the 
word " appeal," towards the close of my 
report, in this manner: — "that, if, after 
" the business was laid before Congress, 
"Mr. Genet did not receive satisfaction, 
" on behalf of his Nation, he would pub- 
"lish his appeal, withdraw, and leave 
"the Governments themselves to settle 
"the dispute." The word "appeal" ap- 
pears, however, in my opinion, to be more 



Digitized by 



Google 



1866.] 



HISTORICAL MAGAZINE. 



339 



applicable to those facts which represent 
that Mr. Genet, controverting the just- 
ice and force of the President's deci- 
sions on the Treaty, &a, declared a de- 
termination to address Congress on the 
subject: but, in either place, if it is not 
construed necessarily to import, that I 
heard a declaration from Mr. Genet, 
" that he would appeal from the Presi- 
dent to the People," I am content to 
admit the expression as mine. 

But I am, likewise, apprised, that 
soon after the transaction — when, how- 
ever, the report was circulating — that 
Mr. Genet had used the expression in 
question ; when it was reported to have 
been used by him in his conversation 
with Mr. Jefferson ; and when Mr. Jef- 
ferson thought it proper to remove im- 
pressions made by that circumstance 
in the report; he stated, in an official 
memorandum, that Mr. Genet's declara- 
tion of an intention to appeal from the 
President to the People was not ex- 
pressed to him but to me. Whether 
Mr. Jefferson employed the language 
of his own inference from my recital, 
on the occasion or adopted the lan- 
guage of the current rumour, I will 
not attempt to discuss: but, if, in the 
same early stage of the business, I had 
also enjoyed the means of explanation, 
I, like Mr. Jefferson, should then have 
said, what I said the moment I heard 
the suggestion applied to me — what I 
have since taken every proper oppor- 
tunity of saying; and what 1 now most 
solemnly say — that Mr. Genet never did, 
in his conversation with me, declare 
"that he would appeal from the Presi- 
u dent to the People," or that he would 
make any other appeal which conveyed 
to my mind the idea of exciting insur- 
rection and tumult 

Upon the whole, as my communica- 
tions to the Governor and Mr. Jeffer- 
son were of an official and confiden- 
tial nature, I think that I have cause 
to complain, and the candor of others 



will induce them to lament, that I was 
not personally consulted (which com- 
mon courtesy, as well as common cau- 
tion, might have dictated) before Mr. 
Hamilton and Mr. Knox, (who had daily 
opportunities of seeing me,) undertook 
to propagate the report connected with 
my name; or, at least, before Mr. Jay 
and Mr. King undertook to vouch for 
its authenticity. The most attentive 
hearer may sometimes misconceive the 
ideas of the person who addresses him: 
the most upright narrator can seldom 
adhere strictly to the language of his au- 
thor: and I am not aware of any just 
purpose which could require that the 
sentiment which has been circulated 
should be immutably fixed ; or that the 
form of words in which it is clothed 
should be irrevocably prescribed. 

A. J. DALLAS. 
Philadelphia, 7th December, 1793. 

This statement, from the pen of Mr. 
Dallas, was subsequently controverted 
by an anonymous writer, evidently one 
of the principals concerned in the dis- 
cussion or a representative of them, in 
the following article which appeared in 
Dunlap and Claypoole's American Daily 
Advertiser> 4581, Philadelphia, Tuesday, 
December 17, 1793: 

For the American Daily Advertiser. 

The Printers of the American Daily 
Advertiser have received the fol- 
lowing statement from an authentic 
source, with permission to make the 
source known to any party con- 
cerned, who may desire it: 

Mr. Dallas having lately made a state- 
ment differing from that of Mr. Jay and 
Mr. King, with regard to the declara- 
tion alleged to have been made by Mr. 
Genet, namely, "that he would appeal 
"from the President to the People" the 
following circumstances may serve to 
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assist the public judgment concerning 
the real nature of the transaction. 

The information, which was certified 
by Mr. Hamilton and Mr. Knox to have 
been received from Governor Mifflin, was 
communicated by the Governor to those 
gentlemen separately ; to the latter, the 
aay after tlie evening of the interview be- 
tween Mr. Genet and Mr. Dallas, at which 
the declaration is understood to have 
been made, (being Saturday, the 6th of 
July last) ; to the former, the day follow- 
ing, (that is, the second day after the inter- 
view.) Those gentlemen, deeming it a 
matter of public importance, immedi- 
ately connected with an object upon 
which they had to act officially, compared 
with each other at the time, the informa- 
tion they had severally received from the 
Governor, and found it to agree as to the 
point in question, % being precisely this, 
that Mr. Genet had said to Mr. Dallas, 
u That lie would appeal from tlie President 
" to the People." 

The same second day after the interview 
between Mr. Genet and Mr. Dallas, in an 
official conference between Mr. Jeffer- 
son, Mr. Hamilton, and Mr. Knox, having 
relation to the affair which gave rise to the 
above mentioned declaration, Mr. Jeffer- 
son stated that Mr. Dallas had told him 
likewise, that Mr. Genet had said, "he 
" would appeal from the President to the 
"People" — the terms corresponding with 
those which had before been used by 
Governor Mifflin, in his separate com- 
munications to Mr. Knox and Mr. Hamil- 
ton. 

The two last mentioned gentlemen, in 
an official paper, drawn up and signed 
by them on the 9th of the same July, a 
copy of which was then delivered to Mr. 
Jefferson, recited the information they 
had received in the following words — 
'•The Declaration of the Minister of 
"France to Mr. Dallas, Secretary of the 
" Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, as re- 
" lated by him to the Governor of that Com- 
u wealth and to tlie Secretary of State, is a 



"further confirmation of the same sys- 
" tem. That Declaration, among other 
" exceptionable things, expressed that he 
" (the French Minister) would appeal from 
"the President to the People." 

Mr. Jefferson, in an official paper under 
his signature, dated the 10th of the same 
July, stated the same transaction in the 
following words — On repeating to him 
(the Governor) and Mr. Dallas what Mr. 
Genet had said, we found that it agreed 
in many particulars with what he had said 
to Mr. Dallas; but Mr. Dallas mentioned 
some things, which he had not said to me, 
and, particularly, his declaration that he 
would appeal from the President to the 
People. The conversation between Gov- 
ernor Mifflin, Mr. Jefferson, and Mr. Dallas, 
at which this passed, is stated in the 
same paper, to have happened on Sun- 
day, the 7th of July, the day after the 
evening of the interview between Mr. 
Genet and Mr. Dallas. 

No comments will be made on these 
particulars. The public is left to draw 
its own inferences. 

JSlp* Those Printers who may have 
published Mr. Dallas's statement, are re- 
quested to insert the foregoing. 

To this paper, on the next day, [De- 
cember 181 the following brief reply was 
published, also in Dunlap and Claypoolk's 
American Daily Advertiser : 

For the American Daily Advertiser. 
TO THE PUBLIC. 

A supplementary certificate, in aid of 
the statement, that has been fur- 
nished by Mr. Jay and Mr. King, relative 
to Mr. Genet's conversation with Mr. 
Dallas, in the case of the Little Democrat, 
has been published toithout the names of 
its authors; but a report has been raised, 
that this supplementary certificate, is 
published by the Governor and Mr. Jeffer- 
son. 
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A party concerned, has, therefore, en- 
quired into the fact; and lest the cir- 
cumstance reported may serve to mislead 
the public judgment concerning the real 
nature of the transaction, he thinks it 
proper to state, that he is informed by 
the Printers, that the supplementary cer- 
tificate is composed and published by the 
same persons, Mr. Hamilton and Mr. Knox, 
who composed and published the origi- 
nal certificate (of which, indeed, it is 
merely a vefbal amplification) annexed 
to the statement of Mr. Jay and Mr. 
King. 

No comments will be made on this 
particular: the public is left to draw its 
own inference. 

JQF* Those printers who may publish 
the Supplementary Certificate of Mr. 
Hamilton and Mr. Knos, are requested 
to insert the foregoing. 

While this public discussion of the 
subject was occupying the attention of 
the Public, M. Genet was engaged in a 
vigorous prosecution of the case before 
the Federal authorities. 

On the sixteenth of December, 1793, 
he addressed the following letter to the 
Attorney-general of the United States: 

[From Dunlap and Claypoolk's American Daily 
Advertiser, 4590, Philadelphia, Friday, December 27, 
1793.] 

Philadelphia, December 16, 1793. 
2d. year of the French Republic. 

Citizen Genet, Minister Plenipoten- 
tiary of the French Republic, to Mr. Ran- 
dolph, Attorney-general of the United 
States. 

SIR, 
A new publication of Messrs. Jay and 
King, of which I send you a copy, obliges 
me once more to have recourse to you in 
your official capacity. You will there 
see that those gentlemen have greatly 



aggravated their offence to France and 
to ner delegates: 1st, bv their coalition 
with Messrs. Knox ana Hamilton, the 
former Secretary at War, the latter Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, for the purpose of 
supporting their first libel against me : 
2dly, by giving the Public to understand 
that we endeavored to interfere in the 
interior concerns of the United States ; 
which is absolutely false. Such asser- 
tions from private citizens would not 
attract my attention; but proceeding 
from the Chief-justice and from a Sena- 
tor of the United States, they deserve 
public censure; and I hope they will 
make part of the accusation which I 
again request of you to bring before the 
Supreme Court of the United States, 
against Messrs. Jay and King, as also 
against all those who have participated 
in the calumnies which have been per- 
fidiously disseminated solely with a view 
of injuring the interest of France, under 
a republican Government, by attacking 
the person whose duty, and I will say, 
whose glory, it is to defend them, in 
spite of all the disgusting circumstances 
which are daily pressed upon him. You 
will much oblige me, Sir, by communi- 
cating to me in writing your intentions 
relative to my different requisitions; 
and by directing me by your professional 
knowledge in the course of this import- 
ant prosecution. It is my intention to 
apply to the head of the Executive power 
of the United States, thro* the interven- 
tion of the Secretary of State, to recom- 
mend to you to carry on this business 
with all possible activity, as the honor 
of both our Republics requires that it 
be speedily decided. 

Accept, Sir, my Respects, 

GENET. 

A copy of this letter was enclosed, with 
the following Note, by M. Genet, to the 
Secretary of Staf e : 
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[From the same paper.] 



Philadelphia, December 16, 1793. 
2d year of the French Republic. 
Citizen Genet, Minister Plenipoten- 
tiary of the French Republic, to Mr. 
Jefferson, Secretary of State. 

SIR, 
I request of you to lay before the 
President the annexed requisition, which 
I have just sent to the Attorney-general 
of the United States, and to be so good 
as to prevail on him to direct that mag- 
istrate to commence, as speedily as pos- 
sible, a suit in which the honor of France 
and my own are essentially concerned. 
Accept my respects, 

GENET. 

To this letter, the Secretary of State 
thus replied ; on the eighteenth of the 
same month: 

[From the same paper.] 
Philadelphia, December 18, 1798. 

SIR, 

I have laid before the President your 
letter of the 16th instant, and in conse- 
quence thereof have written to the At- 
torney-general of the United States, a 
letter of which I have the honor to en- 
close you a copy, and to add assurances 
of the respect with which I am, Sir, 

Tour most obedient, and most 
humble servant, 

TH. JEFFERSON. 
[Enclosure.] 
Philadelphia, December 18, 1793. 

SIR, 
The Minister Plenipotentiary of 
France has enclosed to me the copy of a 
letter of the 16th inst, which he addressed 
to you, stating that some libellous publi- 
cations had been made against him by 



Mr. Jay, Chief-justice of the United 
States, and Mr. King, one of the Senators 
for the Stafe of New York; and desiring 
that tbey might be prosecuted. This let- 
ter has been laid before the President, 
who, never doubting your readiness on 
all occasions to perform the functions of 
your office, yet thinks it incumbent on 
him to recommend it especially on the 
present occasion, as it concerns a public 
character peculiarly entitled to the pro- 
tection of the laws ; on the other hand, 
as our citizens ought not to be vexed 
with groundless prosecutions, duty to 
them requires it to be added, that if you 
judge the prosecution in question to be 
of that nature, you consider this recom- 
mendation as not extending to it; its 
only object being to engage you to pro- 
ceed in this case according to the duties 
of your office, the laws of the land, and 
the privileges of the parties concerned. 

I have the honor to be with great 
respect and esteem, Sir, Your most 
obedt and most humble servant, 

TH. JEFFERSON. 

The Attorney-general of the United 
States. 

On the same day, the Attorney-gene- 
ral replied to M. Genet's letter ot the 
sixteenth of December, as follows: 

[From the same paper.] 

Philadelphia, Dec 18th, 1798. 

SIR, 

I had the honor of receiving; yester- 
day the second communication which you 
purposed to make to me. When we con- 
versed together on the evening of Fri- 
day, the 13th inst, I doubted tor a mo- 
ment, whether you did not mean, that I 
should wait for the instructions intended 
to be asked for me, from the President 
of the United States ; but as I want no 
special order for the discharge of my 
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real duty, and the opinion which you re- 
quest must be the result of my own con- 
viction, I do not think it proper to delay 
my answer. 

You apply, Sir, to me as the Attorney- 
general of the United States, to prose- 
cute Mr. Jay and Mr. King, for their 
publication on the 12th of August and 
the 26th of November, 1793. The Act 
constituting my office declares my duty 
to be, " to prosecute and conduct all suits 
u in the Supreme Court in which the 
u United States shall be concerned," and 
I have sworn to its faithful execution. 
But while I admit it to be incumbent on 
me to prosecute, without distinction of 

Sersons, when the law will support me, I 
o not hold myself bound, nor do I con- 
ceive that I ought, to proceed against 
any man in opposition to my decided 
judgment. With these impressions, I 
must beg leave to decline the measures 
which you desire, persuaded, as I am, 
that this case will not sustain the prose- 
cution which you meditate. 

But, Sir, if it would not seem fortify- 
ing with an apology, this determination 
of mine, founded upon principles which 
need none, I would take the liberty of 
adding, that any other gentleman of the 
profession, who may approve and advise 
the attempt, will be at no loss to point 
out a mode which does not require my 
intervention. 

I have the honor, Sir, to be, with sin- 
cere respect and attachment tor the Na- 
tion whom you represent, 

Tour most obedient servant, 
EDM. RANDOLPH. 
Mr. Genet, Minister Plenipotentiary of 
the French Bepublic. ' 

P. S. December 20 th , 1793. 

Since I wrote the above, I have re- 
ceived, Sir, a letter from the Secretary 
of State, on the subject of your request. 
As no change is rendered necessary in 
the foregoing sentiments, I do myself 



the honor of sending my letter as it 
originally stood. 

To the letter from the Secretary of 
State, M. Genet thus replied, on the 
twentieth of December: 



[From the 



paper.] 



Philadelphia, Dec. 20, 1798. 
2d year of the French Republic. 
The Minister Plenipotentiary of the 
French Republic to Mr. Jefferson, Sec- 
retary of State of the United States. 

SIR, 
. I have iust received your letter of the 
16th of tnis month, and have the honor 
to thank the President of the United 
States, through your channel, for the in- 
tention he manifests, by bringing to 
light an intrigue to. the design which 
was to lead him into an error, to engage 
him in precipitate measures against 
the executor of the orders of the French 
nation, and by this means to destroy the 
good understanding which so happily 
subsists between our two Republics. 

I cannot express to you the profound 
grief with which I see daily unraveled the 
thread of so black a plot; and I own to 
you that in qualifying my just prosecu- 
tions with the epithet "groundless? you 
seem to have forgotten that it is incum- 
bent on me to avenge my Sovereign of 
the injury done to their interests by that 
monstrous series of lies, of fallacious 
certificates, and of absurd rumours, by 
means of which the public mind was for 
some time fascinated, and which have 
perhaps shaken the alliance of two Na- 
tions whom every thing invites to mu- 
tual love and union. 

If there exists, Sir, a crime of lezena- 
tion, it is certainly this of which I com- 
plain, and of which the perpetrators 
ought to be given up to the law in whose 
eyes, I imagine, that with you, as with 
us, all men are equal 

GENET. 
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To the letter from the Attorney-gene- 
ral, M. Genet thus replied, on the twenty- 
first of December : 

[From the same paper.] 

Philadelphia, 21st December, 1793. 

2d year of the French Republic. 

Citizen Genet &c. to Mr. Randolph, 
Attorney General of the United States. 

SIR, 

Since you refuse to cause to be ren- 
dered to my .Nation, the ally of yours, 
the justice claimed by its representative, 
I will apply immediately to the Judges ; 
and should they refuse to admit my com- 
plaint, I will cover myself with the man- 
tle of mourning, and will say America is 
no longer free. 

Accept Sir, my profound respect for, 
and my attachment to, the United States, 
of which you are Attorney General. 

GENET. 

The suggestion of the Attorney-gene- 
ral, that the honor of the Minister and 
of France could be more properly pro- 
tected by private counsel than by the 
Federal authorities, seems to have been 
followed by M. Genet, who retained Ed- 
ward Livingston as his Counsel and com- 
menced proceedings for Libel against 
Messrs. Jay and King. 

Soon alter, M. Genet, who was a Gi- 
rondist, was superseded in office, without 
being recalled to France, by M. Fauchet, 
a Jacobin, who brought with him several 
letters from the mother and sisters of 
the former, together with an expression 
of the wishes of the party then in power 
in France, concerning the actions which 
he had instituted against the Chief-jus- 
tice of the United States and the Senator 
from New York. 

He informed M. Genet that the French 
Government would like to have these 
actions discontinued, as they might be 
prejudicial to the good feeling which 
France desired to . maintain with the 
United States ; and, at the same time, he 



informed M. Genet that under the exist- 
ing laws of France, the estates and lives 
of the families of her Ministers were 
held accountable for their conduct* 
abroad. 

Robespierre was at the head of the 
Government, and there was no alterna- 
tive for M. Genet — he must either obey, 
and, for the supposed good of France, 
discontinue the actions, or, by continuing 
them, expose his defenceless family, in 
Europe, to the merciless vengeance of 
that relentless leader of the Jacobins, who 
was, also, his equally relentless political 
enemy. The Minister yielded to this un- 
usual appeal, by reluctantly obeying the 
constituted authorities of his country; 
discontinuing the actions which he had 
instituted against his traducers ; silently 
submitting to a perpetuation, as History, 
by them and their party, of the fiction 
of the intended " appeal from the Presi- 
" dent to the People ;" and, years after — 
still, through the machinations of party, 
in America, witlumt an official recall from 
his post of duty — passing to the grave, the 
continued object of what seems to be an 
unmerited censure. 

It is the province of History, tu do jus- 
tice both to the Minister and his ac- 
cusers ; and, for the purpose of promot- 
ing that object, these facts are submitted. 

H. B. D. 

Morrisania, N. Y., October, 1866. 



II.— THE EARLY METHODISTS AND 
SLAVERY. 

In our last Number, we referred, briefly, 
to the testimony borne by the Early Me- 
thodists against the sin of Intemperance : 
we propose in this, to pay our passing re- 
spects to that which th^same persons 
bore against the practice of holding 
Slaves. 

At the Conference held at Baltimore, 
on the twenty-fourth of April, 1780, the 
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following Minutes were made on the 
subject referred to : 

" Quest. 16. Ought not this Conference 
"to require those traveling Preachers 
"who hold slaves, to give promises to 
" set them free ? 

"Answ. Yes. 

" Quest 17. Does this Conference ac- 
knowledge that slave-keeping is con- 
" trary to the laws of God, man, and na- 
" ture, and hurtful to society, Contrary to 
" the dictates of conscience and pure re- 
" ligion, and doing that which we would 
" not others should do to us and ours ? 
" Do we pass our disapprobation on all 
"our friends who keep slaves, and advise 
"their freedom? 

" Answ. Yes." 

At the same meeting, the Conference 
decided that "the Assistant ought to 
" meet the Negroes himself, and appoint 
" as helpers in his absence, proper white 
" persons, and not suffer them to stay late 
" and meet by themselves." 

At the Conference holden at Ellis's 
Preaching-House, on the sixth of May, 
1783, and at Baltimore on the twenty- 
seventh of the same month, the follow- 
ing Minutes were made : 

" Quest. 10. What shall be done with 
" our local Preachers who hold slaves, 
"contrary to the laws which authorize 
"their freedom, in any of the United 
"States? 

"Answ. We will try them another 
" year. In the meantime, let every As- 
" sistant deal faithfully and plainly with 
" every one, and report to the next Con- 
" ference. It may then be necessary to 
" suspend them." 

At the next Conference, held at Ellis's, 
on the last day of April, 1784, and at 
Baltimore, on tne twenty-eighth of May, 
the subject was again discussed and the 
result will be seen in the following 
Minute : * 

" Quest. 12. What shall we do with our 
" friends that will buy and sell slaves ? 

" Answ. If they buy with no other de- 
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" sign than to hold them as slaves, and 
" have been previously warned, they shall 
"be turned out; and permitted fc to sell 
" on no condition. 

" Quest. 13. What shall we do with 
" our local Preachers who will not eman- 
" cipate their slaves in the States where 
" the laws admit it ? 

" Answ. Try those in Virginia another 
"year, and suspend the preachers in 
" Maryland, Delaware, Pennsylvania, and 
" New- Jersev " 

" Quest. 22. What shall be done with 
" our traveling Preachers that now are, 
" or hereafter shall be, possessed of ne- 
"groes, and refuse to manumit them 
" where the law permits ? 

" Answ. Employ them no more." 

At the next Conference, however — 
that which organized the first Methodist 
Episcopal Church in America, in Jan- 
uary, 1786— there seems to have been 
some re-action on the subject, if not a 
compromise with the evil, which had 
been so emphatically denounced by the 
Conference of 1780, as " contrary to the 
" laws of God, man and nature ; hurtful 
" to Society, contrary to the dictates of 
" conscience and pure religion," etc. ; and 
the following is tne record of that move- 
ment, from the official Minutes of the 
Conference : 

" It is recommended to all our breth- 
ren to suspend the execution of the* 
"Minute on Slavery, till the delibera- 
" tions of a future Conference ; and that 
" an equal space of time be allowed all 
"our members for consideration, when 
" the Minute shall be put in force. 

"N.B. — We do hold in the deepest 
"abhorrence, the practice of Slavery \ 
" and shall not cease to seek its destruc- 
" tion by all wise and prudent means." 

We have not yet discovered any action 
which removed this suspension of the 
execution of the Minutes of 1780, 1788, 
1784 and 1785; and, so far as the Con- 
ferences are concerned, if we are not 
mistaken, the Methodist Slaveholders of 



Digitized by 



Google 



346 



HISTOKICAL MAGAZINE. 



[November, 



Virginia were never subsequently an- 
noyed by their immediate ecclesiastical 
superiors, either by threats of suspension 
from Church-fellowship or by suspension 
itself. H. B. D. 



HI.— QUERIES. 

Robert Couch. — I find in a list of books 
printed, for, and sold by, John Lawrence, 
at the Angel in the Poultry, over against 
the Compter, London, which list is ap- 
pended to the Works of Lord Delamer, 
1694, the following title: 

"Praxis Catholica; or, the Country- 
Oman's universal Remedy; Wherein is 
41 plainly and briefly laid down the na- 
* ture, matter, manner, place and cure of 
u most diseases incident to the body of 
" Man, not hitherto discovered ; whereby 
u any one of an ordinary Capacity may 
"apprehend the true cause of his dis- 
" tempers, wherein his Cure consists, and 
"the means to effect it; together with 
"rules how to order Children in the 
u most violent disease of Vomiting and 
" Looseness, &c, useful for Seamen and 
u Travellers. Also an account of an In- 
comparable Powder for Wounds or 
" Hurts, which cures any ordinary ones 
"at once dressing. Written by Robert 
" Couch, sometimes Practitioner in Phy- 
" sick and Chirurgery at Boston in New 
" England. Now Published with divers 
" useful Additions (for Publick Benefit) 
u by Ch. Pack, Operator in Chymistry." 

Is anything further known of Robert 
Couch, the author of this book? 

Boston. 



IV.— REPLIES. 

Battle of Bunker's Hill. — (H. M. x. 
292.) — The Cerberus, a thirty-six gun 
frigate, was the vessel that carried to 
England, General Gage's official account 
of the Battle of Bunker's Hill. She was 
commanded by Captain Chads; and took 



out three thousand letters from the 
British Army to their friends at home. 
Gage's account was dated June 25th, 
eight days after the battle ; the Cerberus 
no doubt sailed forthwith. She arrived 
at Portsmouth, England, on the twenty- 
fifth of July; and was immediately 
docked, repaired, and sent back to Bos- 
ton, with letters of recall to General 
Gage, where she arrived on the twenty- 
sixth of September. The official account 
was at once published by Government, 
though news of the battle had reached 
Falmouth on the nineteenth of July, ob- 
tained by a news-boat of that place, 
which spoke a New-England vessel bound 
up the Channel. The Captain gave the 
boat an American newspaper of June 
24th, containing a hurried account of the 
battle ; some ot the details were ridicu- 
lously incorrect, as for instance, " during 
" the fight, Gen. Putnam was reinforced 
"with (5,000 fresh troops and 27 field 
" pieces.*' The London papers were filled, 
for weeks, with melancholy details of the 
sanguinary fight, taken from the letters 
of the survivors. The terrible slaughter 
of British officers, being greater, in pro- 
portion to the privates, than in any of 
their Continental campaigns, excited 
great comment. It was considered a vic- 
tory too dearly purchased, even on 
Gage's statement. On the thirty-first of 
July, six days after the official account 
was published, a ship was cleared at the 
London Custom House for Boston, with 
two thousand coffins. 

The Cerberus had arrived in Boston 
only a few weeks previous to the battle, 
witn Generals Howe, Clinton, and Bur- 
goyne, as passengers. R. 

Washington, D. C. 



Winnisimet Ferry.— (H. # M. x. 292.) — 
Winnisimet was the Indian name for 
Chelsea, Mass. Winnisimet Ferry (one 
of the oldest in the country, having been 
established in 1631,) connected then, and 
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during the Revolution, Chelsea with the 
north part of Boston. R. 

Washington, D. C. 

Concert Hall.— (H. M. x. 292.)— This 
Hall, at the corner of Court and Hanover 
streets, Boston, was built about the mid- 
dle of the last century ; but was not so 
designated in a deed of 1754, when it 
was sold for £2,000, lawful money. In 
1769, it was again sold for £1,000 sterling ; 
and was then termed "Concert Hall.'' 
The whole building was about forty-nine 
by sixty-nine feet. It was used for many 
years as a Tavern. The Hall was in the 
second story ; was about sixty by thirty 
feet, and admired for its elegant propor- 
tions and general appearance. It was 
formerly used by the Masons, and, in 
the early years oi the Revolution, by the 
Sons of Liberty; also, in later years for 
political meetings. The Society of Cin- 
cinnati held their meetings there for 
nearly half a century. The original 
building, I think, is still standing. Fur- 
ther particulars in regard to this and 
other ancient buildings, and the antiqui- 
ties of Boston generally, can be found in 
Drake's admirable History of the place. 

Washington, D. C. R. 



John Morison.— (H. M. x. 292.)— This 

fmtleman was ordained as a preacher in 
eterborough, N. H., (not Mass.,) in 1766. 
He left in a few years, and was in 
Charleston, S. C, in 1772. He returned 
North, and joined the American Army 
at Cambridge, Mass., in 1775, but went 
over to the British immediately after the 
battle of Bunker's Hill; and received a 
position in their Commissary Depart- 
ment While in Boston, in September, 
1775, as appears from Draper's Gazette, 
he " received a call to the elegant new 
" church in Bfattle Square, vacated by 
" the flight of Dr. Cooper. His first ser- 
" mon was excellent, and delivered to a 
u genteel audience;" and he designed 
" to show the fatal consequence of sow- 



"ing sedition and conspiracy amongst 
" parishioners, which this pulpit has been 
"most wickedly practising ever since the 
" corner-stone was laid." In 1778, he 
was proscribed and banished from New 
Hampshire. He died at Charleston, S. C, 
at the close of 1782. His widow was liv- 
ing as late as 1822. These facts are 
? leaned from the new edition of Sabine's 
rives of the Loyalists. R. 

Washington, D. C. 

Harry Rooke. — (H. M. x. 291:)— I 
can find no evidence that such a person 
was an Aid-de-Camp to General Gage at 
the battle of Bunker's Hill. His name is 
not mentioned in the official account, 
nor in any other, that I have seen. It 
was stated that every one of Gage's Aids 
were killed or wounded. Lieutenant 
Pa^e, of the Engineers, was one of the 
badly wounded; was sent to England, 
and died ten months after the battle — 
the last survivor of the General's Aids, 
who were in the fight, so says The Lon- 
don Chronicle for that year. A u Capt; 
" Rooke" was Aid to Sir Wm. Howe in 
1776, who succeeded General Gage as 
Commander-in-Chief in North America, 
as will be seen in The Royal Kalendar 
for 1776. R. 

Washington, D. C. 

John Morison. (H. M. x. 292.)— We 
welcome to our columns the following 
careful u Reply " to the " Query " on this 
subject — Ed. Hist. Mag. 

Nashua, N. EL, Oct. 29th, 1866. 
Mr. Henry B. Dawson : 

My Dear Sir: — In the September 
number of The Historical Magazine is a 
query from " £S. L. B.," of Augusta, Me., 
requesting "information in regard to 
" Mr. Morrison, a preacher at Peterboro*, 
" Mass., before the Revolution, who was 
a compelled to leave that place, and af- 
"terwards joined the American army, 
" was engaged at the battle of Bunker's 
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u Hill, but deserted to the English soon 
"after." 

In reply I would say, that Rev. John 
Morison was ordained at Peterboro', 
N. IT., (not Mass., there is no Peterboro' 
in Mass.) Nov. 26, 1766. He was born at 
Pathfoot, in Scotland, May 22, 1743, and 

Eaduated at Edinburgh, Feb. 17, 1765. 
e was a man of decided ability, but in- 
temperate and licentious. He became so 
intoxicated at a social gathering, on one 
occasion, as to become unable to walk, 
but the matter was concealed from all 
but a few. Soon his habits, however, 
became notoriously known, and he was 
suspended for three months. He finally 
relinquished his connection with his So- 
ciety, in March, 1772. # He then visited 
South Carolina; then he returned and 
joined the army at Cambridge, in 1775. 
He was present at Bunker's Hill, but did 
not take part in it, alleging that his gun- 
lock was not in order. The next day he 
joined the British, and continued with 
them till his death, which took place at 
Charleston, S. C, Dec. 10, 1782. He 
married Sarah Ferguson, who survived 
him till 1824. They had a son, John 
Morison, who died about 1800, having 
received his education at Phillips' Exe- 
ter Academy, where for a time he was, 
also, a teacher. 

Respectfullyyours, 

B. B. Whittemore. 



Massachusetts Election Sermons. (H. 
M. x. 156.) — In reply to Memo, who says, 
" Perhaps some of your readers may be 
" able to furnish lists of those in other 
"libraries, public or private," I have 
those of the following years : 1734, 1736, 
1742, 1744, 1747, 1754, 1756, 1759, 1760, 
1761, 1762, 1765, 1766, 1768-73, 1784, 
1787, 1791, 1794, 1796, 1800-1866. I 
find also the following duplicates, which 
may help somebody : 1756, 1772, 1784, 
1787, 1800, 1811, 1819, 1821, 1823, 1826, 
1827, 1880-'33, 1835-'66. I have Cotton 
Mather's Convention Sermon, 1722 ; was 



an earlier one printed? The earliest 
New Hamphire Election Sermon, if it 
can be called u election," which I have, 
is that of 1786, by Dr. Haven. What 
was the first printed? The earliest 
New Hampshire Convention Sermon- 
which I have, is that of Dr. Haven, 176(L 
What was the first printed ? The earli- 
est Dudleian Lecture I have is that 61 
1757. Was that of 1756 the first one 
printed? I have Richard Mather's Fare* 
well to the Church in Dorchester, printed 
in 1657, by Samuel Green, Cambridge ; I 
should be glad to know what public li- 
braries have a copy. A. H. Q. 
New Bedford, Mass., 
October, 1866. 

Cotton Mather's u Parentator.'' (H» 
M. vol. x. p. 320.) — Your correspondent 
"Enquirer" will find a copy of the Me- 
moirs of Remarkables in the Life and 
Death of the Ever- Memorable Dr. increase 
Mather, YLmo, Boston, 1724, in the Li* 
brary of the New York Historical So- 
ciety. u Parentator? to which Mr. Pal- 
frey's reference is directed, is the head- 
line of the title ; but the book is gener- 
ally known as " The Remarkables of Dr. 
" Increase Mather? W. & 



V.— PROCEEDINGS OF SOCIETIES. 
1. Vermont Historical Society. 

The annual meeting of the Vermont Historical 
Society was held at the Society's room, in the 
Capitol, at Montpelier, on Tuesday, October 16th, 
at 2 P.M., Rev. Pmny H. White, President, in 
the chair. 

A Committee was appointed to report a list of 
officers for the year ensuing, and submitted the 
following report, which was accepted and 
adopted. 

OFFICEES OF THE VERMONT HISTORICAL 8O0IETT. 

Rev. Pliny H. White, Coventry — President. 

Rev. William H. Lord, Montpelier, Hon. 
George W. Benedict, Burlington, Gen. John 
W. Phelps, Brattleboro— Ff^r>«#«frnt*. 

George F. Houghton, St Albans — Becordtng 
Secretary. 



Digitized by 



Google 



1866.] 



HISTORICAL MAGAZINE, 



349 



Albert D. Hagbb, Proctorsville, Henry 
Clark, Poultney — Corresponding Secretaries. 

Charles Reed, Montpelier — Librarian and 
Cabinet Keeper. 

Hermon D. Hopkins, Montpelier — Treasurer. 

Curators — Hiland Hall, Bennington County; 
Dtjgald Stewart, Addison Co. ; Henry Hall, 
Rutland Co. ; Rev. John A. Hicks, Chittenden 
Co.; D. Gilbert Dexter, Windham Co.; Luther 
L. Dutches, Franklin Co.; John Wilder, 
Windsor Co. 

Hon. Charles Reed, the Librarian of the So- 
ciety, submitted the following report: 

REPORT OF THE LIBRARIAN. 

To the Vermont Historical Society : 

The past year has been fortunate in adding to 
the Historical material of our collection. The 
accompanying list is a statement of all donations 
received. The names of the donors are as fol- 
lows: 

Henry Clark, Esq.: Rev. A. G. Pease ; Chicago 
Historical Society; Hon. J. R Cleaveland; A. E. 
Leavenworth, Esq. ; Rev. C. E. Ferrin ; Burling- 
ton Times Office; the Essex Institute,Salem, 
Mass.; Henry B. Dawson, Morrisania, N. Y.; 
Thomas H. Can field ; U. S. Department of Agri- 
culture; N. H. Historical Society; American 
Antiquarian Society; Hon. Geo. F. Edmunds; 
Henry Onderdonk, Jamaica, L. I. ; William A. 
Whitehead, Newark, N. J. ; Rhode Island His- 
torical Society ; Hon. Winslow C. Watson ; Ed- 
ward Shippen, Philadelphia, Pa.; Charles H. 
Hart, Esq., Philadelphia, Pa.; Edward M. Stone, 
Esq., Providence, R. I.; Hon. E. P. Walton; 
Mass. Historical Society; New England Histo- 
ric-Genealogical Society; Joel Munsell, Esq., 
Albany, N. Y. ; City of Boston ; Joseph A. Pren- 
tiss, Esq. -Hon. Richard Fletcher, Boston, Mass.; 
Rev. S. Parmalee; State of Vermont; Dr. S. 
Keith • M. A. Stickney, Salem, Mass. ; Conn. Acad- 
emy of Arts and Sciences ; Rev. Charles S. Smith. 

AN ORDINATION BALL. 

In a package from Judge Cleaveland, of Brook- 
field, I find a sermon whose title-page is as fol- 
lows : " A sermon preached in Randolph, June 
« 3rd, 1801, at the Ordination of the Rev. Mr. 
^Tilton Eastman, by John Smith, AM., Professor 
"of the Learned Languages at Dartmouth College. 
u Printed at Randolph, (Vermont) by S. Wright and 
«J. Demo, M.D.C.C.C.I." 

With this sermon is a ball-card which reads 
thus: 

" ORDINATION BALL. 

"The company of Miss Lydia Egerton is re- 
« quested at Mr. J. Warren's Hall, in Randolph, 



" on Thursday, the 14th inst, at one of the clock 
"P.M. 



Managers. 




« Randolph, June 3d, 1801." 



It may be well for some of our members to 
investigate this conjunction and report whether, 
as an historical fact, such unions were common 
in those days, which are not tolerated in ours : 
and how an Ordination and an Ordination Ball 
were jointly conducted. 

DONATIONS. 

The Doleful Tragedy of the Raising of Jo, 
Bumham, also presented by Judge Cleaveland, 
reminds us how the Anti-Masonic Excitement 
swept .Vermont, disturbed the politics of New 
York and Pennsylvania, and had its candidate 
for President of the United States. Mr. White 
has rendered this copy valuable by writing for 
it an appendix, in which is given a brief nar- 
rative of the affair, and also the names of the 
veritable persons in Woodstock and vicinity, 
caricatured and burlesqued as the Dramatis 
Persona of the play. The affair, besides being 
made famous by the poetical pen of Mr. Kendall, 
in the above play, was thought worthy of an 
investigation by a Legislative Committee. 

Rev. Simeon Parmalee, D.D., of Georgia, has pre- 
sented several hundred pamphlets and a few bound 
volumes relating to the Ecclesiastical History 
and Benevolent Associations of the State, and 
many periodicals of historical value. 

Hon. Richard Fletcher, of Boston, has present- 
ed a large collection of pamphlets and addresses 
in regard to the political history of the country, 
for the past twenty-five years. 

Matthew A. Stickney, of Salem, Mass., has 
presented, among many curiosities and docu- 
ments, a powder-horn, which his grandfather, 
Jedediah Stickney, brought home to Rowley, 
Mass., from the old French war. This was given 
him by his fellow soldier, Samuel Robinson, 
with his name and the date on it, thus : " Samuel 
" Robinson, 1754." 

This old horn saw the bloody fights on the 
banks of Lake George, and its owner must have 
belonged to that corps that Bancroft thus de- 
scribes : " There were six hundred New England 
" rangers, armed with a fire-lock and a hatchet; 
" under their right arm a powder-horn." Robin- 
son became a Captain; and in exchanging his 
"fire-lock" for the sword, naturally gave his 
powder-horn to his comrade. Robinson was 
among the early settlers in Bennington, and the 
founder of the family that has furnished to Yer- 
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mont, two Governors, two Chief Justices, and 
two United States Senators. 
t Most families have printed memorials of the 
times, which, preserved on our shelves, might 
famish " its form and pressure " for this genera- 
tion to the next, instead of being sold into the 
insatiable maw of the paper-rag collector. 

It has come to my knowledge that within a 
few years, the last copy known to exist of the 
first newspaper printed at Montpelier went, 
piecemeal, to kindle a winter's fire, and within 
two miles of the Capitol. And I have been told 
that a large and probably more perfect collec- 
tion of Vermont Official Documents than could 
be found elsewhere, collected by a late deceased 

gentleman in Bennington County, was sent by 
is legal representatives to the paper mill. The 
perpetrators of such sacrilege ought to be punish- 
ed as for any other serious crime. Ignorance of 
the historical or pecuniary value of such docu- 
ments is without excuse. Though the school- 
master is abroad in Vermont, he has not yet 
reached all our citizens. 

OFFICE OF SECRETARY OF STATE. 

This office is singularly defective in public 
• documents, owing, without doubt, to its peripa- 
tetic character, previous to 1835. I do not 
imagine that there is much of historical value 
in the office that is not contained in our pub- 
lished Laws and Journals. But whatever there 
is, there is no obvious way of reaching it It has 
not been considered the duty of the Secretary of 
State to know anything about it. If the con- 
tents of the Secretary's office could be properly 
catalogued and printed, it would save many 
fruitless inquiries and searches for what is ex- 
pected to be found in such a place, and gene- 
rally is not there. 

COLLECTIONS OF THE VERMONT HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY. 

Ab the first volume of the Collections of this 
Society will in some measure supply the defi- 
ciency of State Papers, the Society ought to be 
able to rely on the State for a liberal subscription 
for the volume. 

In 1821, the State appropriated $300 to- 
ward the publication of Slade's Slate Papers, 
and received fifty copies. This is the only sum, 
of any amount, Vermont ever paid for printing 
its early history ; a purpose that all other civilized 
communities have de^ghted to pursue until the 
data were exhausted. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Charles Reed, 

Librarian. 

MontpeUer, Oct. 16, 1866. 

Albert D. Hager/Esq., presented on behalf of 



Mr. A. F. Styles,* of Burlington, his series of two 
hundred photographic views of Vermont scenery, 
which were gratefully received; and Mr. Styles, 
on motion, was made a life member of the Society, 

On motion by the Rev. William H. Lord, it 
was resolved that the Librarian procure a sub- 
stantially bound album, large enough to contain 
at least five hundred photographs, and take early 
measures to insert therein the photograph por- 
traits and autographs of members of the His- 
torical Society ana distinguished Vermonters. 

On motion by Hon. Hiland Hall, the Hon. J. 
Hammond Trumbull, of Hartford, was elected 
an Honorary Member ; and on motion by Rev. 
Pliny H. White, Elisha Harrington, Esq., of 
Waterloo, C. E., was chosen a Corresponding 
Member. 

The following gentlemen were elected Resi- 
dent Members of the Society: Chauncey K. Wil- 
liams, Rutland; William B. Denison, Iras- 
burgh; Gen. W. W. Grout, Barton ; Rev. Aldace 
Walker, Wallingford; Samuel H. Stevens, 
Enosburgh: Dana R. Bailey, St Albans ; M.Car- 
ter Hall, Bennington; Dr. Volney Ross, Bran- 
don; Samuel W. Tryon, Westhaven; Dr. Wil- 
liam McCollom, Woodstock ; Albert Clarke, 
Rochester ; Rev. S. B. Pettengill, Royalton; Dr. 
E. H. Pettengill, Saxton's River : Edwin K. 
Jones and Jasper H. Orcutt, Northfield. 

Col. H. D. Hopkins, Treasurer, made a report, 
from whioh it appeared that the cash assets of 
the Society amounted to $653.18. 

The Society took a recess, to meet at 7 o'clock 
P.M., at the Representatives 7 Hall, at which time 
the Society met, and after prayer by the Rev. J*. 
G. Hale, of Poultney, the President announced 
that an effort had been made to secure an eulogy 
upon the late Senator Collamer, which was un- 
availing through the illness of the Hon. James 
Barrett, of Woodstock, who had been invited to 
prepare and deliver the same. 

The annual address was then delivered by the 
Rev. J. E. Rankin, of Charlestown, Mass. The 
subject of his discourse was a The Sources of New 
"England Civilization," which was a very 
scholarlike and elegant production, and well 
delivered and well received by the large audience 
in attendance. 

Mr. Rankin began by saying that a national- 
ity is a growth, as much as an oak or pine ; a 
growth, not merely from its germ, but from the 
soil, the air, the sunshine, the tempests. The 
Orinoco, emptying itself into the Atlantic, con- 
vinced Columbus that he approached a continent, 
for only a continent could be the source of such 
a river. What are the sources of New England 
Civilisation ? This was the topic selected for the 
hour. 

I. New England History, Some men despise 
all historical studies. But history does more to 
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shape a Nation's character and fix its tendencies 
than the most princely men of any generation. 
Vinet says, " Eminent men do one work, their 
"memory another, and often the more durable 
u and best" Columbus lives in his deed. The 
Pilgrims not in their deed alone, but in their 
memory. He discovered a continent, they deter- 
mined its institutions. And so of the events of 
the Revolution. Can a man walk among the 
ruins of Ticonderoga without recalling the stal- 
wart figure of him who once stood at its gate? — 
Thus our Warrens and Aliens reappear in our 
Winthrops and our Stannards. 

II. The second source of New England Civili- 
zation mentioned was New England's climate 
and soil. We talk about subduing Nature. Na- 
ture subdues us. The noblest part of the victory 
is the development of certain qualities in the 
victor. The speaker dwelt at length upon the 
insensible influence of scenery, and the sacrifice 
made by him who leaves New England. 

III. The third source of New England Civili- 
zation are New England institutions. Men make 
institutions, but institutions make men as well. 
The family is the first type of civil government, 
the first school of the future citizen. The speaker 
alluded to the fact that the children of foreign- 
born' citizens know not the meaning of New Eng- 
land homes; are not taught under the moral influ- 
ence of law; have bad examples set them by 
their parents. What a power in developing the 
boy, Daniel Webster, was his New England home. 
The public school of New England is almost as 
peculiar as the family. And here is the hope of 
New England respecting the children of foreign- 
ers. But they must be brought to understand 
the meaning and saoredness of law, not as a 
physical restraint, but as an invisible power and 
influence. Not cast out Beelzebub by Beelzebub. 
The Church, too, with its sacred day and ordi- 
nances, gives stability and serenity to New Eng- 
land. France tried a republic without a Bible 
and a Sabbath, and failed. A recognition of God's 
presence is essential to a recognition of human 
equality. Garrison and Phillips derived their hu- 
manity from the Bible. Christianity deserves 
credit for the Christian characteristics and acts 
of even infidels. Next, the State was mentioned 
as the only remaining institution. — Here comes 
in the mighty agency of the press, catching and 
reflecting the laws and life of the people : record- 
ing crimes and penalties ; discussing public meas- 
ures and public men. 

The speaker closed by showing the importance 
of preserving the New England Civilization for 
New England and for the country. 

This was followed "by a memoir of Gov. Jonas 
Galusha by the Rev. Pliny H. White, President 
of the Society, which contained many facts of 
great interest and value. 



The Eulogy upon the life and oharacter of the 
late Solomon Foot, U. S. Senator, was pronounced 
by the Hon. Geo. F. Edmunds, of Burlington, to 
a very large and delighted audience. 

On motion by the Hon. Hi land Hall, Besok>ed\ 
that the thanks of this Society are due and are 
hereby tendered to the Rev. J. E. Rankin,. 
Rev. Pliny H. White, and the Hon. George F. 
Edmunds, for their able, interesting and accept- 
able addresses on this occasion ; and that they do 
requested to furnish copies to the Recording 
Secretary, to be deposited in the archives of the 
Society. 

On motion by Henry Clark, Esq., Resolved, 
that the Rev. William H. Lord be invited to ad- 
dress the Society in the presence of the General 
Assembly, at such time during the present ses- 
sion as may suit his convenience. 

On introducing the resolution, Mr. Clark re- 
marked that as the Society had listened to a 
chaste address upon the sources whence spring 
the elements of New England character, and a 
fine analysis of the life ot one of Vermont's most 
eminent chief magistrates, and as a fitting close, 
an appreciating and eloquent tribute to one of 
Vermont's most distinguished sons and statesmen, 
he was desirous that the Rev. Mr. Lord woula 
deliver before them his address upon Vermont. 

The Society then, on motion, took a recess to 
meet at the Library, on Wednesday morning, at 9 
o'clock, when, on motion by George F. Houghton, 
Esq., Benjamin H. Hall, Esq., of Troy, N. Y., 
was appointed Orator, and Edward J. Phelps, 
Esq., of Burlington, Substitute for the year en- 
suing. 

On motion, the Hon. James Barrett, of Wood- 
stock, was invited to prepare and deliver an Eulogy 
on the Life and Character of the late Hon. Jacob 
Collamer. 

On motion by A. D. Hager, Esq., Henry Clark, 
Esq., was requested to prepare a paper on the 
General Assembly of Vermont, for the year 
1784. 

The following addition to the Constitution of 
the Society was prepared; and on motion, laid 
upon the table until the next special meeting of 
the Society : 

Article. — Upon the payment by a member of 
the Society of twenty dollars, he shall be consti- 
tuted a life member thereof, and be exempt from 
the payment of annual dues. 

The Society, on motion, adjourned to meet 
again at the call of the President, during the 
session of the Legislature. 

This meeting of the Vermont Historical Soci- 
ety was in all respects a gratifying success, and 
gave renewed assurance of increasing vitality 
and usefulness. 
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2. — America* Antiquarian Society. 

The fifty-fourth annual meeting of the Ameri- 
can Antiquarian Society was held at Antiquarian 
Hall, in Worcester, on Saturday, the 20th ult, 
at 11 AM., Hon. Stephen Salisbury, the Presi- 
dent, in the chair. 

The report of the Council, made and read by 
Dr. Nathaniel B. Shurtleff, of Boston, was highly 
interesting. He stated that the aim of the So- 
ciety has been the dissemination of antiquarian 
knowledge and the furnishing of means and ma- 
terial in aid of those persons who labor in the 
same field with us. As the publications are ne- 
cessary for spreading knowledge, so is the library 
•equally necessary for affording material for the 
workman, and the books and manuscripts which 
are in the library yield this in a most eminent 
degree; for in works appertaining to the depart- 
ment of archaeology, no library in the country is 
more rich in the early printed works relating to 
our own history than that of the Society, and 
none is more frequently consulted by scholars 
and antiquarians, either in person or by corre- 
spondence with our intelligent and willing Li- 
brarian, Mr. Samuel F. Haven, who is at present 
in Europe, for the double purpose of improving 
his impaired health and furthering the objects 
of this Society. During his absence, the library 
has been under the charge of Mr. Edmund M. 
Barton, the Assistant Librarian, who has faith- 
fully and acceptably discharged the responsible 
duties of his position. He reports a catalogue of 
the donors and of 132 books and 1,454 pamphlets, 
received from various sources during the past 
six months. In expressing the thanks of the So- 
ciety to the generous public for their continued 
liberal supply to the library, the gift of an excel- 
lent copy of the admirable and spirited bust of 
the late Jared Sparks, LL.D., by Powers, from 
Mrs. Sparks, was especially mentioned. 

The report takes notice of the gift of George 
Peabody, Esq., to the oldest and most honored 
•University of the Commonwealth, with high com- 
mendation, the terms of which especially recog- 
nize the objects of this Society, and particularly 
•distinguish it by the appointment of the present 
(President as one of the Board of Trustees of the 
fund of One hundred and fifty thousand dollars, 
given for the foundation and maintenance of a 
Museum and Professorship of American Archae- 
ology and Ethnology in connection with Harvard 
University. The princely bounties and judicious 
•endowments which Mr. Peabody has heretofore 
so liberally distributed not only in Massachu- 
setts, but in other States and in foreign lands, 
required only this appropriation to make his 
Rifts the most various, the most judicious, and 
stne most philanthropic ever emanating from an 
American citizen. 



The report gave biographical notices of Dr. 
Abraham Rand Thompson, of Charlestown, and 
of Hon. Lewis Cass, members of the Society, 
who have died since the last meeting, both of 
them among the most venerable and most re- 
spected associates of the Society. 

Nathaniel Paine, Esq., Treasurer, read his re- 
port of the finances, which showed a satisfactory 
condition of the several funds. 

The report of the Council was then accepted, 
and referred to the Committee on Publication, to 
be printed. 

Hon. Levi Lincoln could not forbear to express 
j his fervent congratulations to his associates that 
I so great a thing had been done for the benefit of 
I historical learning, and that an added claim to 
the gratitude of his country had come from Mr. 
Peabody. This foundation was in precise ac- 
cordance with the views of the founder of this 
Society; and it is also in unison with our opinions 
and wishes, that Harvard College should be a co- 
adjutor with us in the same field. 

Rev. Dr. Ellis, of Charlestown, remarked that 
it was providential that such agencies came at 
the proper time in the series of years. Our an- 
cestors could not form Antiquarian Societies; 
they formed the material. At no pre vious^ time 
could such an agency be organized. He illus- 
trated the imperfection and crudeness of the 
earlier attempts at antiquarian learning. He 
said the notice of this donation of Mr. Peabody, 
in the report of the Council, was appropriate, as 
the duty of those officers required, but he hoped 
that the opinions and feelings which had been 
manifested by the members present would be ex- 
pressed by the adoption of formal resolutions. 

Hon. Mr. Lincoln then offered the following 
resolutions : 

" Resolved, That the members of the American 
44 Antiquarian Society most gratefully recognize 
" the wise direction of the munificence of their 
44 honored countryman, George Peabodv, Esq., in 
" providing so generously for the foundation and 
" support of a Museum and » Professorship in the 
"interest of Archaeological and Ethnological 
" science, in connection with Harvard University. 

"Resolved* That we proffer our especial thanks 
44 to Mr. Peabody, for the confidence and kindness 
" manifested by him toward this Society, in ap- 
" pointing the Hon. Stephen Salisbury one of the 
44 Trustees of this fund, and in designating as his 
44 successor the future President of this Society. 

44 Resolved, That the President is requested to 
44 communicate a copy of these resolutions to Mr. 
44 Peabody." 

Hon. Richard Frothingham, of Charlestown, 
seconded the resolutions, and expressed his great 
satisfaction with Mr. Peabody's benefaction, and 
alluded to instances of the awakening and slow 
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growth of the interest in antiquarian matters on 
ttiis continent. 

Rev. Dr. Sweetser, of Worcester, also expressed 
his high approval of Mr. Peabody's institution. 

The President remarked that in contemplating 
the wis© liberality of Mr. Peabody in its relation 
to ourselves, it was a pleasant consideration that 
this honorable recognition of the fidelity of this 
Society to its objects, and this systematic and 
permanent co-operation in our chosen field, has 
originated with a lover of all good works, who 
had not been drawn to our fraternity by ties of 
membership. As our strict By-laws forbid the 
election of a member without propounding and 
recommendation by the Council, we can only ex- 
press our feeling at this time by the empty wish, 
Own talis sis, utinam noster esses. 

The resolutions were then adopted by a unani- 
mous vote. 

The President congratulated the Society on the 
presence of their brother, Mr. Charles Deane, 
who, two days after his return from Europe, has 
come to report in retard to the attention which 
he, and Mr. Samuel F. Haven, and Rev. Dr. An- 
drew P. Peabody, have given to the interests of 
the Society in l!urope, as they had kindly under- 
taken, and especially as Delegates to the pro- 
posed Congress of Antiquaries, at Antwerp, in 
August last. As the return of Mr. Deane was 
not known to the President until the opening of 
this meeting, he had prepared, from interesting 
correspondence with the gentlemen of the dele- 
gation, some slight notice of their faithfulness to 
the Society, which he would offer in advance of 
any personal statement of Mr. Deane. The op- 
portunity of attending that Congress was lost by 
its postponement for one year, on account of the 
political condition of Europe and the danger of 
the cholera. This strange adjournment, a few 
days before the proposed meeting of the Congress, 
naturally excited the astonishment and chagrin 
of our brethren, who had traveled three thousand 
miles to fulfill the wishes of the Society. Mr. 
Haven wrote that he examined in England a frag- 
ment of the record of the Council of the London 
Company, from May, 1622 to June, 1623, which, 
though it had been consulted by some of our his- 
torians, had never been printed.* Mr. naven pro- 
poned to procure a copy of this, to be published in 
our Transactions, as a companion to the fragment of 
the record of the London Company, from 1628 to 
1629, which, with a sketch of the origin of the 
Company and biographical notices of its mem- 
bers, from the pen of Mr. Haven, is a part of the 
third volume of our Transactions, and one of the 
most acceptable contributions to the early history 
of the settlement of our country. Mr. Haven 
mentioned that he obtained the opportunity of 
procuring for this Society a copy of Thoraason's 
Library, so-called — a catalogue of every docu- 



ment, trivial or weighty, printed in England 
from December, 1640, to May, 1661, containing 
thirty-two thousand titles of articles in the Brit- 
ish Museum — a most valuable historical deposi- 
tory. Mr. Haven's last date was at Lausanne, 
where his health seems to be improved by the 

food influences of that lovely spot, which has the 
ighest interest for him and for us, as it was in 
this neighborhood that the remains of the La- 
custine habitations and other aboriginal relics 
were discovered; and there are large collections 
of these objects in public and private museums, 
and scholars deeply engaged in the study of their 
character, accessible to Mr. Haven, for compari- 
son with aboriginal remains in our country and 
in other parts of the earth, which has been a 
special study of Mr. Haven. It will be remem- 
bered that Mr. Deane was requested by our So- 
ciety to direct his attention to the obscure subject 
of Cabot's voyages, in regard to which he com- 
municated to the Society some important facts 
.and inferences, at our meeting in October last 
Mr. Deane'8 letter, which is full of interest, men- 
tions his successful search for Sebastian Cabot's 
Map-Monde, concerning which we hope he will 
now more fully speak to us. He also writes that 
he visited the almost inaccessible library at Ful- 
ham ; and was able to verify passages of the copy 
of Bradford's History heretofore obtained by 
himself. It is stated that Rev. Dr. Peabody has 
been very active in his researches, but no account 
of his results has been received. It is understood 
that he is now on his way to visit Egypt and 
Greece. 

Mr. Deane then said, though the delegation 
were disappointed in not attending the Congress 
of Antiquaries, their time had not passed without 
profit for historical objects. He had the satisfac- 
tion of seeing the original Map-Monde of Cabot, 
of date 1544, in the Imperial Library in Paris, 
from which M. Joinard published a copy in his 
Monuments of Geography. It had been stated 
iu this country, that M. Jomard, who died about 
three years since, had published only three parts 
of this Map ; and that the part relating to America 
had not appeared. But all the four parts were 
published ; and Mr. Deane procured a copy of the 
Map for the Society.* On the sides of the original 



♦ The " Happb-IIohdi " of Sebastian Cabot referred to by Mr. 
Deane Is no new discovery U> the antiquarians of New York, 
who are long familiar with the publication of M. Jomard, and 
the fact that tbe 1st part (most important to Americans) was 
not issued with the 2d, 3d, and 4th, which appeared in the 
" 7me livralsoo." but accompanied the map of Gerard Mercator 
In the " 8me llvraison." We know of one copy at least in this 
vicinity, including the latter, and probably the sets in other 
collections here have been completed slnoe we had occasion to 
refer to the subject several months ago. This map is of the 
highest importance. The bookseller's circular states that it 
bears the date of 1544, and that the original contains numerous 
and extended inscriptions or marginal notes, which have not 
been reproduced In the facsimiles as published, but are promised 
iu tbe volume of " teste explicatif," by H. D'Avesac, to whom 
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Map is a large amount of text, in Spanish and 
Latin, being an account of early voyages of dis- 
covery. M. Jomard intended to have published 
this also, in a volume of "Text Explicatif f but 
he died in the midst of his labors. He spoke in 
a very interesting manner of examinations of the 
British Museum, the Bodleian Library, the Impe- 
rial Library of France, and the English Record 
offices ; ana acknowledged the courtesy and facili- 
ties which were now extended to those who wished 
to examine these treasures. 

Rev. Dr. Alonzo Hill, of Worcester, said his 
attention had been drawn, by the report of the 
Council, to the importance of the preservation by 
this Society of journals, letters, and other papers, 
relating to the late war. He thought the Society 
ought to take measures to obtain for deposit 
here, journals and other memorials of the field 
and the hospital, which, though fondly cherished 
at first by personal affection, are liable to fall 
into neglect and be lost in private hands. Dr. 
Hill then offered the following resolution : 

" Whereas, A large amount of valuable mate- 
" rial for history remains in the hands of families 
u and friends of deceased and living soldiers, and 
u is in danger of being irrecoverably lost, therefore 

u Besoked, That the Librarian be directed to 
u solicit the presentation of the originals, or copies, 
u of such letters, journals, and written documents, 
" from the army engaged in the late civil war 
a and from the hospitals, as friends may be will- 
" ing to furnish. It is understood that applica- 
" tion shall be made for these precious documents, 
" as early and as extensively as possible." 

Hon. Ira M. Barton, of Worcester, advocated 
the adoption of these resolutions. He thought 
that as time went on, the. friends of the soldier 
would give these papers to the Society as to a 
more secure depository ; and that their value may 
be increased by being placed with similar treas- 
ures. He spoke of ins own knowledge of the 
value of these treasures ; and particularly men- 
tioned the best account of BalPs Bluff, which he 
had received from one of our very intelligent 
private soldiers. The resolutions were adopted 
by a unanimous vote. 

The officers of the last year were re-elected by 
unanimous votes ; and the Society adjourned. 

the completion of the whole work hat been Intrusted since the 
death or M. Jomard. 

When Buckingham 8mith was in Paris, several years ago, be 
made a copy or the marginal inscription or note relating to the 
American coast, and it was at bts instigation that, before it 
was known here that the work would be completed, arrange* 
ments were begun to secure a fao-simile of the then wanting 
first part for the New York Historical Society. 

We suppose it is a ''brilliant discovery n to find out any 
thing that is not known in Boston, and we must put in a prior 
claim in this Instance, as somebody else did, in reference to the 
long lost MS. of Bradford's History, which was discovered in 
Boston ten years after it had been exploited by Dr. Anderson, 
In his well-known History of the Coloniml CAitreA.— Ed. Hist. 
Mao. 



3. — Boston Numismatic Society. 

Boston, Mass., Thursday, October 4. — The 
regular monthly meeting of this Society was 
held this afternoon. 

Mr. Appleton, having returned from Europe, 
resumed the duties of Secretary. The records of 
the last meeting were read, and several donations 
were announced. 

The Secretary proposed as an Honorary Mem- 
ber, Dr. Clay, President of the Manchester (Eng.) 
Numismatic Society ; and under a suspension of 
the sixth By-law, he was immediately elected. 

The President announced that copies of the 
address delivered in January, 1865, by Dr. Lewis, 
on resigning the Presidency, having been reprint- 
ed from the American Journal of Numismatics, 
were ready for distribution to members. 

The President exhibited a heavy gold medal, 
a fine specimen of South-American work. It 
was struck to commemorate the Congress of the 
South-American Republics, held at Lima, in 
October, 1864. The names of the principal dep- 
uties are on the medal. The Secretary exhibited 
a collection of about thirty pieces of the English 

Sold series, extending from Edward III. to 
leorge I. They were all in beautiful condition, 
and included nobles of Edward III., Richard II., 
Henry IV., and Edward IV., angels of Edward IV., 
Henry VII., and Henry VIII., and sovereigns of 
Henry VIII., Edward VI., Mary, Elizabeth, James 
I., Charles I., and Cromwell. The rarest coin is 
the Oxford three-pound piece of Charles I. 

He also showed three American rarities, bought 
in London ; the first is a a wreath " cent of 1793 r 
in perfectly brilliant condition ; another is an im- 
pression in silver of the medal known as the 
" Voltaire" Washington, with the head of 
Jeremy Bentham ; and the last and most precious 
is a bronze medal of Washington, with an old 
and ugly head, but an exquisite reverse. In a 
wreath of olive and oak, is an extended figure of 
Fame blowing a trumpet ; and beneath her are 
the words tt Emancipator of America." The 
medal is of size 28. The Secretary stated that 
he knew of only one duplicate of the silver 
medal, viz. : that in the Imperial Museum at 
Vienna ; and the bronze is believed to be entirely 
unknown to collectors. 

A vote of thanks was passed to Mr. Ellis for the 
manner in which he had discharged the duties of 
Acting Secretary, during the past year. 

The Society passed some time in animated and 
interesting discussion, and adjourned at 5% P- M. 



4. — New-England Historic -Genealogical 
Society. 

Boston, Mass., October 3d. — A quarterly meet- 
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ine was held this afternoon, the President, Hon. 
John A. Andrew, LL.D., in the chair. 

Edward S. Rand, Jr., the Secretary of the 
Directors, announced that the Board had chosen, 
as Publishing Committee for the ensuing year, 
John Ward Dean, Wm. B. Trask, Rev. H. M. 
Dexter, D.D., Wm. H. Whitmore, Wm. S. Apple- 
ton, Rev. Elias Nason and Wm. B. Towne. 

John H. Sheppard, the Librarian, reported 
that since the last meeting there have been dona- 
ted to the Society, 44 bound volumes and 79 pam- 
phlets, 5 large bundles of manuscript, bequeathed 
to the Society by the late Miss Charlotte Ewer, 
deceased, and other papers. 

Rev. Calvin E. Stowe, D.D., of Hartford, Vice 
President of the Society for Connecticut, then 
read an elaborate article on the British Aristoc- 
racy, presenting the history of this branch of 
the English Government in a point of view novel 
and deeply interesting. It was the result of per- 
sonal observations in his visits to England, in 
1836 and 1853. The nobility of Great Britain, 
their grades, appearance, Parliament, and mode 
of perpetuating their order, were presented to 
the audience in the usual lucid style of Profes- 
sor Stowe. 

He said that the British Aristocracy was 
one of the most remarkable institutions of the 
age. It has outlived all the circumstances which 
gave it birth. It is an incongruity in all its 
relations to modern society. It is essentially 
onerous and oppressive. Yet while the heredi- 
tary aristocracies of all the other parts of Europe, 
except Russia, have faded and become powerless, 
this alone stands, fresh, strong, and vigorous, with 
no symptom of immediate decay, mighty in wealth, 
in talent, in political efficiency, ana even in the 
affections ana pride of the people. 

The causes of this are. Ifyrst. The right of 

J primogeniture and the law of entail. No power 
ike the power of land. Second. Constant acces- 
sions from the Commons, receiving from them,- 
every generation, some of the most vigorous and 
energetic men, and giving every ambitious man 
the hope that he may himself, some day, become 
a nobleman. Of about four hundred and fifty or 
five hundred members of the House of Peers in 
1853, more than half — two hundred and sixty — 
had received their present titles since 1770. Es- i 
pecially by marrying strong, finely developed ' 
women from the untiued ranks. The preserva- 
tion of the purity of the blood has been the ruin 
of the other European nobilities. Third. The 
wisdom of always yielding, and making a merit 
of it, where they must. Not more than one-half 
the titled nobility of Great Britain have seats in 
the House of Lords. To be entitled to a seat by 
hereditary right, one must be a Peer of England, 
or a Peer of the United Kingdom of England and 
Scotland, established in the reign of Queen Anne. 



All grades of titles, except Dukes, are in the 
House of Commons, by election. 

Seldom more than fifty Lords, of the four hun- 
dred and fifty or five hundred, are present at the 
legislative sessions, no stated number being neces- 
sary for a quorum : and in the law sessions, often 
not more than two besides the law Lords. In 1853, 
there was one Prince of the Blood, or Royal Duke, 
(in 1836 there were four,) and the House was com- 
posed of Dukes, twenty; Marguises, twenty-three; 
Earls, one hundred and thirty-five; Viscounts, 
twenty-eight; Barons, two hundred and eighteen; 
representative Irish Peers, (chosen for life,) twenty- 
eight; representative Scotch Peers, (chosen from 
Parliament to Parliament,) sixteen, and Bishops 
thirty; English Bishops ranking as Barons, 
twenty-four — the Bishop of most recent appoint- 
ment, the Bishop of Sodor and Man, not having a 
seat — Irish Bishops, who sit by rotation, four. 
The Sovereign can make a nobleman of any rank, 
at any time, but can never unmake one. The no- 
blemen have no connection, necessarily, with the 
places from whioh they receive their titles ; but 
the bishops all have this connection, except the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, who has no special 
connection with Canterbury. 

Professor Stowe mentioned, incidentally, the 
origin of the wool-sack. It is represented as 
having originated in very early times — when 
the great business of life was in keeping herds and 
flocks — in producing the simple necessities of 
life, and manufacturing, in the primitive way, 
the fleeces of their flocks, which were their prin- 
cipal material at that time, for that purpose, into 
clothing. When any dispute arose, the Judge or 
Justice in the case mounted a wool-sack. Henoe 
the introduction of it into the dignity of the leg- 
islative or parliamentary proceedings of Great 
Britain. Professor Stowe said it looked like a 
large feather-bed. The Lord Chancellor is said 
to nave taken his seat upon the wool-sack. He 
never saw him on it, but sitting beside it. He 
did not know that the Chancellor did not climb 
upon it occasionally, but he should think he 
would be very liable to tumble off. 

The wool-sack has for ages been termed the 
seat of the Lord Chancellor, in the House of 
Lords. It is a large square bag of wool, without 
back or arms, covered with rea cloth. He also 
described the mace. It is a large rod of brass, 
and must always be present, or their meetings are 
not legal. It was this which drew from Crom- 
well, when he entered the Parliament house, 
just before dispersing its members, the exclama- 
tion, " What means this bauble ? take it away," 
after which he locked up the House, and put the 
keys in his pocket. 

The paper of Professor Stowe was full of mi- 
nute and interesting facts, which are not patent 
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liere. The thanks of the Society were presented 
to him, and a copy requested for publication. 

Gen. A. B. Underwood read the report of the 
Committee appointed last spring, to ascertain if 
possible the date of the Sudbury Fight, in April, 
1676, concerning which there has been a remark- 
able discrepancy among the various authorities. 
The committee presented much new evidence on 
the subject, and arrived at the conclusion that 
the true date was April 21st. The report will 
appear in the October number of the Historical 
•and Genealogical Register. 



5. — New York Historical Society. 

The first meeting of the season was held at 
the Society's Hall, on Tuesday evening, October 
2, 1866 : the President, Frederic de Peyster, Esq., 
in the chair. 

Before the reading of the Minutes of the meet- 
ings in June, the President submitted some 
general introductory remarks, and closed with a 
report of the receipt of two letters, one from the 
Provincial Secretary of Canada, transmitting 
some books for the Library : the other from the 
Trustees of the Church of Tne Messiah, inviting 
the members of the Society to assist at the laying 
of the corner-stone of the new Meeting-house, now 
in course pf construction for that Church. 

The Minutes of the Society's last meeting were 
then read and approved; and the Recording 
Secretary submitted a letter received by him. 

The Librarian reported donations, since the 
last meeting, from Robert Pell, R. D. Mussey, 
Hon. E. D. Morgan, Andrew H. Green, American 
Academy of Arts and Sciences, Rutgers College, 
N. J., Richard M. Hunt, Ticknor & Fields, The 
Library Co. of Phila., George Gibbs, Hon. J. 
Winthrop Chandler, Frederic A. P. Barnard, D.D., 
Francis A. Wood, American Freedman's and 
Union Commission, Mass. Historical Society, 
New England Historic-Genealogical Society, 
D. Appleton & Co., American Philosophical 
Society, Charles P. Kirkland, LL.D.» Iowa State 
Historical Society, Essex Institute, American 
Numismatic Society, Prof. S. F. B. Morse, Wil- 
liam C. Fowler, C. C. Savage, Philadelphia Board 
of Health, Hiram P. Crozier, P. L. Rogers, M.D., 
Francis H. Brown, American Bible Society, 
American Home Missionary Society, A. Penfield, 
W. G. Lane, Hon. Richard C. Mc&ormick, Rev. 
Edwin M. Stone, President de Peyster, Cooper 
Union, Capt E. C. Boynton, U. S. A., Miss L. G. 
Sandford, Jas. L. Butler, Gen. William Irvine, 
Thos. A. Holt, Astor Library, Henry T. Drowne, 
. William Alexander, F. H. Norton, N. Sands, S. 
Hastings Grant, John Shrady, Henry C. Carter, I 
Hon. C. A. Peabody, the Provincial Secretary of 



Canada, Nathaniel Paine, C. I. Bushnell, Hon. 
William A. Darling, Rev. Geo. R. Howell, Hon. 
Wm. A. Graham, Boston Mercantile Library 
Association, Henry Onderdonk, Jr., State of 
New York, State of Massachusetts, Literary and 
Historical Society of Quebec, A. D. F. Randolph, 
Buckingham Smith, E. H. Jenny, J. H. Barnes, 
R. A. Lewis, C. F. Blodget, and Col. Andrew 
Warner. 

Mr. Augustus Schell, from the Executive 
Committee, reported on the nominations of James 
Augustus Hamilton, Hubbard W. Mitchell, John 
A. Hadden, Humphrey P. Thompson, Lewis L. 
Squire, and George C. Barrett, all of whom were 
declared duly elected to Resident Membership of 
the Society. 

Seven gentlemen were proposed for Resident 
Membership; and their applications were re- 
ferred, under the Rule. 

Marshall S. Bidwell, Esq., in behalf of Mr. 
John B. Hall, presented to the Society, a portrait 
of the late William L. Stone, by E. D. Mar- 
chant. 

The presentation was accompanied with a care- 
fully prepared Sketch of the Life and Character 
of Colonel Stone ; and, on motion of Hon. E. C. 
Benedict, the portrait was accepted, and the 
thanks of the Society returned to the donor. 

The paper of the evening, on " George Bruce, 
u and his Connection with Printing," was read by 
Mr. Charles C. Savage, President of the New 
York Typographical Society. 

It was not such a work as such a subject and 
such a Society should have commanded ; and we 
heard it with little satisfaction and have since 
read it with no more. It was, truly, on u George 
" Bruce," but it was not on George Brace's u con- 
a nection with Printing" as much as on his con- 
nection with Printers — a distinction with a dif- 
ference. Nor was it on George Bruce, except as 
a shrewd tradesman and a rigid employer — as 
one who was faithfully sitting at his bench or 
jealously leaning over his check-book. 

It was our good fortune, many years ago, to 
become intimately acquainted with this well- 
known Mechanic ; and it was also our privilege 
to enjoy his respect and intimacy from that day 
until the close of his honorable career. We 
knew him in the Mechanics' Institute, when he 
was associated with Robert Smith and James 
Bogardus, William Browning and Thomas Ew- 
bank, James R. Chilton and James J. Mapee, 
Joseph E. Coffee and others, well known among 
the operative and employing Mechanics of twenty- 
five years ago, in promoting the public good ; 
and we have seen him as he took his daily walk 
to his office, or received with characteristic kind- 
ness, at that office, those who occasionally called 
on him for other purposes than buying type or 
seeking a job. If Mr. Savage ever enjoyed the 
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like opportunities for knowing the man of whom 
he spoxe, he made poor use of them j if he had 
not enjoyed them, he was not u the right man in 
" the right place," in attempting to pronounce an 
eulogy on George Bruce. 

Nor was he any more successful in his attempt 
to speak of Mr. Bruce's " connection with Print- 
ing." His anecdotes concerning Mr. Bruce's 
dea&ng8 with his customers or his journeymen 
were well ; but they afforded a sorry fulfillment 
of the promised story of Mr. Brace's connection 
with the Fanshaw, the Chandler, the Hopkins, 
the Tiebout,the Harper, and other offices, ana with 
their multitudinous productions; with the high 
grade of taste in the typographic art which has 
gradually arisen in our midst; and with the per- 
fection of workmanship which has been demanded 
by that taste, since he became a Master-workman. 

Bey. Doctor Osgood moved the usual Resolu- 
tion of Thanks to the reader; and the Society 
adopted it. 

The President announced the recent decease of 
Rev. Dr. Hawks, and asked that the subject be 
referred to the Executive Committee to prepare 
and report suitable resolutions, at the next meet- 
ing. It was referred as suggested by him. 

The Recording Secretary read minutes of the 
death of Walter Underhill and Frederic M. 
Winston, members of the Society, who have re- 
cently deceased — a new feature in the meetings 
of this Society, which we hope to see repeated 
whenever its members shall be taken by Death. 

The Society then adjourned ; and the usual re- 
freshments were subsequently enjoyed by the 
members and their friends, in the basement. 



6.— The Long-Island Historical Society. 

The Regular Meeting of the Society was held 
on Thursday evening, October 4th, at eight 
o'clock, Hon. John Greenwood, Vice President, 
in the chair. 

After the reading of the minutes of the pre- 
vious meeting, Rev. R. S. Storrs, Jr., D.D., Chair- 
man of the Executive Committee, reported that, 
since the last meeting of the Society, various im- 
provements had been made in the rooms; the 
entire suite had been thoroughly cleaned; many 
additional periodicals placed in the Reading 
Rooms; the Natural History Collections re- 
arranged in a more commodious apartment ; and 
that their comfortable, home-like rooms, by 
these changes, had been made more attractive 
than ever. 

The new room, opened last June, designed 
especially for the use of Ladies, was now com- 
pletely famished — the cost of the furnishing, 



including the frames for the beautiful engraving* 
presented by Mr. Beecher, having been aefrayed 
by Mr. Milan Hulbert, a member of the Society. 

The first volume of the Publications of the 
Society is now passing through the press, and 
will be ready in a short time. This will be 
the Journal of two intelligent travelers who 
visited this country in 1679-bO; who traversed it 
from the Potomac to Boston; and who described* 
minutely, day by day, in their Diary, the appear- 
ance of the country and the manners of the peo- 
ple. The Journal was secured by Hon. Henry 
C. Murphy, while he was residing at the Hague, 
as Minister of the United States ; and it has been 
translated and annotated by him with great care. 
Mr. Murphy has also prepared a Preface, and 
added many explanatory notes to the Journal. 

The Volume will also contain a number of En- 
gravings, from original drawings made by the 
travelers at the time. It will form a volume of 



four hundred or more pages, and will be printed 
by Mr. Munsell, of Albany, from new type, on 
heavy paper, in the most elegant style. The 



Chairman exhibited specimen sheets, and in- 
formed the meeting that subscription lists were 
open for the signatures of those members who 
desired to secure copies, at three dollars each. 
The book would not do on sale at the bookstores, 
as nearly the whole edition would probably be 
taken by the members, the Society reserving a 
certain number of copies for its exchanges. 

The Chairman also announced that 'the Socie- 
ty's roll now numbered eight hundred and fifty 
members, about two hundred of whom were Iii» 
Members, from whom no further payment would 
be due. 

To meet the ordinary running expenses of the 
Society and enable it to make proper annual ap- 
propriations for the purchase of books, he said, 
its active list should be increased to a thousand 
members. He therefore urged that an effort 
should be made by members to increase their 
total membership to that number. 

On the first of November, Rev. 0. B. Fkoth- 
ingham, of New Tork, would read a paper before 
the Society ; and several other gentlemen of ac- 
knowledged ability had engaged to follow, in 
due course, with historical or literary papers. 

The attention of Ladies was called to the faot 
that a separate entrance to the rooms had been 
provided for their use. 

The Chairman also reported that the rooms 
were now open from half-past eight in the morn- 
ing until half-past nine in the evening; and 
members and their families were invited to avail 
themselves of the opportunities for study and 
intellectual culture which the institution now 
afforded. 

Mr. George Hannah, the Librarian, presented 
the following report: 
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" Since the last report there have been received 
" five hundred and two volumes and twelve hun- 
" dred and seventy -two pamphlets, all of which 
"were presented, with the exception of forty-five 
" volumes obtained by purchase or exchange. 

u The following are the names of the donors : 
u American Antiquarian Society, Anonymous, 
" Hon. Teunis G. Bergen, D. M. Berry, Harring- 
u ton Bowers, U. S. A., J. Carson Brevoort, Rev. 
" Caleb Davis Bradlee, of Boston, H. W. Bryant, 
« Portland, E. B. O'Callaghan, Albany, Frederic 
" H. Colton, M.D., H. P. Crozier, Abijah Cum- 
u mings, Frederic de Peyster, of New York, Wm. 
" Ewing, of New York, the late Samuel A. Green, 
"M.D., of Boston, Augustus Griffin, of Orient, 
« L. 1., Wm. A. Halleck, John Harold, of Hemp- 
" stead, Julian Hooper, Jos. J. Howard, LL.D., 
"of England, Rev. Geo. R. Howell, Wm. Hunter, 
"Washington City, Robt. E. Johnston, Wm. P. 
"Libby, George B. Lincoln, J. S. Loring, Wm. 
" Parsons Lunt, of Boston, Rev. Lea Luquer, E. 
"fl. R. Lyman, Rev. John Marsh, O.S. Marshall, 
"Buffalo, Charles R. Marvin, Massachusetts 
" Historical Society, Mercantile Library Associa- 
tion, New York, Mercantile Library Associa- 
"tion, Brooklyn, S. L. Mershon, New York 
" Chamber of Commerce, the late Moses F. Odell, 
" H. Onderdonk, Jr., Gorham Parks, Jr., Jos. M. 
" Partridge, Edward McPherson, Nicholas Pike, 
"Joseph Sabin, E. Shippen, Philadelphia, Rev. 
"R S. Storrs, Jr., D D., John K. Wiggin, Bos- 
" ton, F. Augustus Wood, of New York, and the 
" Young Men's Christian Association, Brooklyn. 

" We have also received from Mr. Charles P. 
" Gulick a volume, full-bound in morocco, contain- 
" ing specimens of all the varieties ot Fractional 
" Currency issued by the Federal Government, 
" since the outbreak of the Southern Secession 
u movement. 

"We have received from Messrs. George Hay- 
" ward, John A. Walsh, Samuel E. Johnson, and 
" Hon. Teunis G. Bergen, a number of important 
"maps; from Rev. Henry Ward Beecher, eight- 
" een valuable engravings, after the frescoes of 
" Raphael, (these have been framed and hung on 
" the walls of the Ladies' Reading Room ;) from 
" Mr. John K. Wiggin, of Boston, three engraved 
"portraits; from Mr. Gabriel Harrison, a fine 
" portrait of Edgar A. Poe and a number of cu- 
" riosities ; from Mrs. Gracie, of this city, an an- 
" tique chair, and a curious old chest, containing 
" papers and documents relating mostly to the 
"Middagh family; from Rev. A. P. Putnam, a 
" piece of granite broken by him from the top of 
u Mount Sinai ; from Captain Simon W. Cooper, 
" a porcelain brick from Nankin ; from Dr. and 
" Mrs. Maogowan and M. A. Dougherty, a num- 
"ber of Chinese curiosities j from Dr. John B. 
"King, several Indian curiosities, including a 
" curious Indian idol. 



" We have also important files of papers from 
" Wm. P. Libby, Alden J. Spooner, and John W. 
" Hunter ; and curious single papers from Cyrus 
" P. Smith, Rev. Lea Luquer, and J. J. Shedel." 

Twenty-six gentlemen and one lady were then 
nominated for membership, after which the Chair 
introduced Mr. Thomas W. Field, who read a 
paper on the " Siege of Brooklyn in 1776." 

Mr. Field, in opening, remarked that the series 
of papers of which this is the third, comprised a 
review of all the incidents occurring in that 
memorable week immediately succeeding the 
landing of the British forces on Long Island, on 
the 22d of August, 1776. 

The chronicles of these interesting events, he 
said, were scattered not only through the entire 
mass of printed documents of the times, but were 
to be sought amid the manuscript letters and 
Diaries which have, for nearhr a century, been 
stored in family chests and unfrequented garrets. 
Tradition also must be consulted, and many a 
weary tale must be listened to with the air of re- 
spect, while the judgment weighs and rejects 
its baseless narrative long before it is completed. 

Mr. Field said that he had long been desirous 
of arousing that appetite for local historical inci- 
dents in Brooklyn, which other cities have felt and 
sought eagerly to appease. Philadelphia, with 
her single battle of Germantown, and Boston, 
glorying in her Bunker's Hill, have exhausted the 
whole storehouse of History as well as the dark 
crypts of Tradition, to illustrate the memorable 
events which occurred in their respective neigh- 
borhoods; while a more momentous, desperate, 
and prolonged struggle, engaged in by vastly 
greater numbers of combatants, in our neighbor- 
hood, he said, has scarcely received the poor 
tribute of a pamphlet. 

The tall column on Bunker's Hill commemo- 
rates an action where a few hundreds of Ameri- 
cans made a desperate and almost marvelous 
stand against the British army; but had the 
whole detachment been cut off and captured, the 
Siege of Boston would not have been interrupted. 
On the other hand, if Lord Howe had carried his 
fleet into the East River, on the twenty-ninth of 
August, or General William Howe assaulted the 
American lines in force, At that time, the cause 
of American liberty would have been annihilated. 

Chew's House is considered monumental, as 
the evidence of a deadly struggle which turned 
victory into defeat ; but the Cortelyou House, on 
Fifth Avenue and Third Street, in Brooklyn, he 
said, is a monument of the most splendid courage 
and heroic self-devotion, where two hundred and 
fifty brave Maryland youth laid down their 
lives for the liberty of New York — a State which 
has never had the generosity to acknowledge 
that devotion by the erection of a monument to 
their memory. 
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General Joseph Warren's early death on the 
battle-field has been commemorated in song and 
story; and a large volume has been written of! 
his u Life and Times," by a gentleman well fitted ! 
for the grateful labor ; but the grand self-sacri- | 
fice of the noble and single-hearted Woodhtjll ' 
has received only the meagre acknowledgment , 
of a Memoir, in a thin volume, with similar Me- 
moirs -of two or three other patriots, the whole 
grouped together, to make the book respectable in 
size. 

Imbued with a sense of the injustice of this 
neglect, the speaker has labored to correct and 
arrange the details, which would give color and 
form to the dry skeleton of facts which History 
has recorded. 

To show how disloyalty to American liberty, 
the cowardice of both officers and men, in some 
of the regiments, the incompetency of more than 
one general officer, and the ungovernable panic 
of most of the militia, had combined to bring the 
American army to the very verge of ruin, was 
the evident purpose of the speaker ; but he also 
aimed to show the causes which aided the genius 
of Washington in changing overwhelming defeat 
and impending ruin to the most splendid victory, 
in his subsequent retreat, which History records. 

These causes the speaker traced to the oaution 
of Lord Howe, whicn, he said, the disastrous re- 

Eulse of Sir Peter Parker, before Fort Moultrie, 
ad deepened into something like timidity. The 
luxurious debauchery of General Howe, who car- 
ried the vices of Crawford's gambling house and 
the London brothels into his camp, he considered 
also, as one of the principal causes why seventeen 
thousand well armed and disciplined troops 
paused for three days before a few furrows of 
earth, lined by five or six thousand defeated, 
broken-spirited militia. 

Numerous interesting incidents had been 
gleaned by the speaker from both common and 
obscure sources, to illustrate the manners and 
customs of the times, as well as the exigencies of 
the retreating army. 

This lecture covered the three days of the 
Siege of Brooklyn, and occupied an hour and a 
quarter in its delivery, although many pages 
were excised from it, and these, together with 
several interesting Maps and Charts, were ex- 
hibited during the reading of the paper. By 
moans of these Maps and Charts, Mr. Field was 
enabled to trace before the audience the routes of 
the British columns, the positions of the different 
corps during the battle, and the sites of the va- 
rious redoubts, forts, and entrenchments which 
had been thrown up for the defense of the 
American camp. Mr. Field had also projected 
the streets of the modern city, on his maps; and 
the large and intelligent audience was enabled to 
understand more completely, the exact spots — 



often within a stone's throw of the door-steps of 
some who were present — where, in the days of 
the Giants, the struggle was made for American 
Independence. 

At the conclusion, Dr. Storrs moved a vote of 
thanks to Mr. Field for his interesting paper, and 
also referred briefly to the importance of the 
subject 

He said that the Commissioners for the new 
Prospect Park, in Brooklyn, should be urged to 
mark, permanently, the places within its limits, 
where fortifications had been erected and battles 
fought during the struggle of our forefathers for 
independence ; and he moved that Mr. Field be 
invited to finish the subject, by giving the Socie- 
ty, at its next Semi-monthly Meeting, an account 
of the Retreat of the American Army from Long 
Island, in 1776. 

This motion was adopted unanimously : and it 
was announced that Mr. Field would read an ac- 
count of the " Retreat," on Thursday evening, the 
eighteenth of October, 1866. 

The meeting then adjourned. 

A. Cooke Hull, 

Bee. Sec>y. 



8PKCIAL MEETING. 

A Special Meeting of the Society was held on 
Thursday evening, the eighteenth of October, 
Hon. John Greenwood, Vice President^ in the 
chair. 

Rev. R. S. Storrs, Jr., D.D., Chairman of the 
Exeoutive Committee, reported that all the nom- 
inations made at the last meeting had been ap- 
proved by the Committee, and were recommended 
for election. 

The names were then read by the Secretary, as 
follows : 

Charles Ashby, Daniel D. Badger, James W. 
Beebe, Alvan W. Bell, M.D., Euclid Burns, 
Charles Butcher, Miss Eliza A. Caruth, Prof. 
David H. Cochran, Frederic H. Col ton, M.D., D. 
V. Campbell, James Cruikshank, LL.D., James 
M. Halsey, Joseph B. Henshaw, Moses Lane, 
John A. Latimer, Albert W. Lavender, John B. 
Noyes, Prof. George W. Plimpton, Jackson 
Riley, James E. Ryan, 0. T. Sutfield, F. T. Sher- 
man, Carr Thomas, Edward T. Wastell, George 
G. Wells, Jacob Wells, and Daniel Winchester. 

No ballot being demanded, the Chairman de- 
clared them all duly elected as Resident Mem- 
bers of the Society. 

Mr. Alden J. Spooner, after a few appropriate 
remarks, presented the following Resolutions, 
which were adopted by the meeting : 

" Whereas, By fatal accident, on Monday, the 
" fifteenth of October, 1866, the life of our estimable 
" and valued fellow-citizen, Theodore Dwight, 
" was brought to a sudden close, 
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44 Besotoed, That this Society, which, in common 
w with other Societies, has partaken of his earnest 
"influence and the rich gifts of his learning, 
" cannot hut deplore the termination of a career 
"devoted to Religion, Humanity, and Science, 
u and will enter this resolution upon its minutes. 

u Resolved, That we deeply sympathize with 
" his afflicted family, and that a copy of these 
" Minutes be sent to them." 

Nine persons were then nominated for Resi- 
dent, ana one for Corresponding, Membership, 
after which Mr. Thomas W. Field read a paper 
on u The Retreat of the American Army from 
« Long Island, in 1776." 

The series of papers, of which this is the 
fourth and last, have been entitled " The Inva- 
" sion of Long Island by the British and Hes- 
{* sians in 1776" ; " the Battles and Skirmishes of 
u the 27th of August" ; u the Siege of Brooklyn" ; 
" and the Retreat of the American Army from 
* Long Island." 

They owe their inception to the influence of the 
young and energetic Society before which they 
were delivered, and the hearty acknowledgment 
of kindred labors by its members. 

The papers were intended by their author to 
be exhaustive of the subject; grouping all the 
incidents and personal narrations, which have 
been published in history, preserved in manu- 
script, or only linger in tradition. The last 
paper narrates the dosing scenes of the Siege 
and the Retreat, and oovers the few hours of the 
night of the 29th and the morning of the 30th of 
August, which were occupied in this important 
movement. The localities where the various in- 
cidents occurred, have been sought for with as- 
siduity; and in many casos established with satis- 
factory exactness. 

The faults of the military position were dis- 
cussed by the lecturer, and the reasons so often 
advanced by historians for its selection and aban- 
donment by General Washington, critically ana- 
lysed. Mr. Field has not found it necessary to 
dwarf the character of Washington by repre- 
senting him so purposeless and indecisive as re- 
presented by Reed; nor has he discarded the 
testimony of the latter as totally unworthy of 
belief, like Bancroft. In some points, the narra- 
tion of the lecturer so nearly resembles that of 
Mr. Bancroft, as might induce the supposition 
that he had derived his authority from that his- 
torian, had not all his papers been written and 
most of them read before the publication of the 
ninth volume of Mr. Bancroft's work, which 
treats upon their subject. In the treatment of the 
characters of some of the dramatis persona, there 
was a remarkable correspondence between the 
lecturer and Mr. Bancroft, when we consider that 
both wrote at nearly the same moment, in utter 
ignorance of each other's lucubrations. 



Mr. Field treats at large on the influence of the 
debauchery of Howe, and the coolness existing 
between him and General Robertson, as promi- 
nent causes in the culpable neglect, as he con- 
ceives it, of the British Commander-in-Chief to 
capture the entire American Army. 

The incidents so graphically narrated by Gray- 
don, as occurring in Shee and Magaw's batta- 
lions, guarding tne entrenchments on the Walla- 
bout during the night, evidencing the noblest 
courage, are contrasted with the adventures of a 
Connecticut regiment, whose conduct vacillated 
between insane temerity and inane cowardice. 

Washington's grana calmness during that 
awful night of despair and frantic confusion, 
while most of his officers seemed driven to their 
wits' ends, is shown in striking contrast with one 
or two explosions of his own Titanic wrath. 
Some anecdotes of both Washington and Put- 
nam's ire, not before known to the public, have 
been gleaned by the lecturer; and prove that 
while Marlborough's army swore dreadfully in 
Flanders, the American Army indulged in stout 
objurgatives on Long Island. Our space will 
not permit anything Tike a resume of these lec- 
tures, but it is pleasant to state that the fine au- 
diences which have attended the reading of these 
papers, is not less complimentary to the lecturer 
than flattering to the auspices of the Society. 

At the conclusion, Mr. Henry £. Pierrepont 
moved a vote of thanks to Mr. Reld, for his im- 
portant paDer ; and corroborated, from his per- 
sonal knowledge, some of the prominent points 
presented in it, expressing, also, his satisfaction 
with the thorough manner in which the whole 
subject of the Battle of Long Island had been 
treated by Mr. Field. 

The motion was adopted unanimously, and the 
meeting adjourned. 

George Hannah, 

Secretary pro tempore. 



VI.— CURRENT EVENTS. 

A Munificent Benefaction. — Mr. Loring 
Andrews, an opulent merchant of New York, 
has made a donation of one hundred thousand 
dollars to the Endowment Fund of the New 
York University. This is a noble act, nobly done. 
Mr. Andrews nas not only placed his money 
where it will prove a perpetual benefaction, but 
he has also set an example which other merchants 
may possibly contemplate with advantage. 

The venerable Bishop Soule, of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, South, resides seven miles from 
Nashville. He is eighty-five years of age, hav- 
ing been born in Massachusetts, (then in the dis- 
trict of Maine,) in 1781. 



Digitized by 



Google 



SUPPLEMENT. No. V. 



L TRIAL OF JOSHUA HETT SMITH, 
FOR COMPLICITY IN THE CON- 
SPIRACY OF BENEDICT ARNOLD 
AND MAJOR ANDRE.— Concluded. 

Tenth Day, Oct. 13th, 1780. 

The Court met according to adjournment, and 
proceeded in Mr. Smith's trial. 

Doctor Bartlett, produced by Mr. Smith, was 
sworn. 

Q. by Mr. Smith. Please to relate to the 
Court what you know of my political conduct. 

A. I was ordered to Stony Point about the 
middle of June last, at which time my acquaint- 
ance with Mr. Smith began. I was frequently at 
his house, and he frequently at the Point. On 
the 23d of June, when the enemy were expected 
up the river, Mr. Smith sent a letter from Cap- 
tain Lawrence, inclosed in one from himself, to 
Captain Benson, who commanded at Stony Point, 
informing him that the enemy appeared in great 
force down below Doha's Ferry, and it was 
thought they would be up in the morning tide; 
likewise there were three vessels appeared as 
soon as light the next morning, whicn came up 
as far as Teller's Point, and there laid at anchor 
till next morning. The next morning they re- 
turned down the river. These letters Mr. Smith 
desired to be sent forward to General Howe, as 
soon as possible. 

Q. by Mr. Smith. What did you conceive to 
be my political principles from what you ob- 
served of my conduct ? 

A. I conceived you to be a warm friend to the 
country, and it was the general opinion of the 
officers at Stony Point 

Q. by Do. In consequence of the intelligence 
in these letters I sent, was there any additional 
works made at Stony Point ? 

A. The officers and men worked at night in 
consequence of that intelligence. 

Q. by Court. How great is the distance from 
Stony Point to Teller's Point? 

A. I believe about five or six miles. 

Q. by Mr. Smith. What was my general char- 
acter among the inhabitants of the country ? 

A. Among the inhabitants of Haverstraw, 

SUPPLEMENT. 13 



where you lived, you sustained the character of 
a friend to your country. 

Q. by Do. Do you know the distance from the 
mouth of the creek to Hay's Landing ? 

A. I do not. 

Q. by Mr. Smith to Col. Hay. What is the 
distance from Grassy Point to the mouth of the 
creek ? 

A. Three-quarters of a mile, as I judge. 

Q. by Do. to Do. What is the distance from the 
mouth of the creek to the point of Crum's Island ? 

A. About a mile and a half, as the creek runs. 

Captain Bannister, produced by Mr. Smith, 
was sworn. 

Q. by Mr. Smith. Please to relate to the Court 
such circumstances as you know of my political 
conduct whilst you were in command at Ver- 
planck's Point, the last summer. 

A. I took command at Verplanck's Point, last 
February. Soon after I came there, I found that 
Mr. Smith and General Howe had conference to- 
gether, by letters. Mr. Smith used to send letters 
to me, covering letters to General Howe, and 
General Howe send letters to Mr. Smith,covered in 
letters to me. General Howe in these letters to me, 
used to urge me to alertness, from which I sup- 
posed Mr. Smith's letters contained intelligence 
to him from the enemy. Very early in the spring, 
General Howe was down at the Fort with Mr. 
Smith, and introduced him to me, and told me he 
had a great deal of intelligence of the movements 
of the enemy through Mr. Smith, and desired me 
always to forward Mr. Smith's letters to him and 
his to Mr. Smith, as soon as possible. After this 
Mr. Smith, in a general way, used to give me the 
intelligence he received from Captain Lawrence, 
in the letters that covered those he sent to Gen- 
eral Howe, and particularly the intelligence Doct. 
Bartlett mentioned. Mr. Smith was often at the 
Ferry, and I often in company with him there. 
I never saw anything in his conversation or con- 
duct but what was friendly both to the officers 
there and to the country. In consequence of the 
intelligence last mentioned, I sent a patrol down 
the east side of the river. 

Q. by Mr. Smith. Do you recollect, at a time 
when it was reported the enemy were coming up 
the east side of the river, by the new bridge, in 
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force, that I was with General Howe, with a 
view of going down with him as one of his fam- 
ily? 

A I do recollect it. 

Q. by Do. What was my general character ? 

A. My acquaintance, both on the east and 
west side of the river, was small, I therefore 
know little of yonr general character ; but, for 
myself, I always narrowly watched yonr conduct, 
on account of some little suspicions, from a know- 
ledge of your friends and connections being in 
New York ; but I never could discover anything 
in yonr conduct but what was friendly to the 
country. 

Major General Howe, produced by Mr. Smith, 
was Bworn : 

Q. Please to relate to the Court what you know 
of my political conduct, as far as it came to your 
knowledge ? 

A My acquaintance with Mr. Smith began in 
South Carolina, in the year 1778: from that time 
to the time this connection with General Arnold 
occurred, I had no reason, from what I saw or 
knew of Mr. Smith's conduct, to imagine that 
either that or his principles were inimical to 
America ; I had heard that the family, in general, 
were not supposed to be very warm advocates 
for the American cause ; and I had heard vari- 
ous opinions given of Mr. Smith himself; but I 
heard as many, and I think more, of those I con- 
versed with, suppose he was a friend to his coun- 
try; and all that I saw or knew of him, 
after, tended to confirm me in that opinion. ^ Dur- 
ing my stay in command at West Point, without 
my soliciting the assistance of Mr. Smith at all, 
he seemed particularly attentive in conveying to 
me any intelligence he received of the enemy's 
motions, and introduced to me, and recommended 
strongly to me, Captain Lawrence, of the State of 
New York, as a spirited and good officer, warmly 
attached to the cause in which I was engaged, in 
the service of America, which character I found 
Captain Lawrence answered fully. 

Q. by Coubt. In what situation was Captain 
Lawrence at that time ? 

A. Captain Lawrence commanded a company 
of Militia, detached from Colonel Hays's regi- 
ment; he was put under my command by the 
Governor of the State ; he was posted as a Corps 
of Observation, down the river, on the west side, 
and was directed not to be stationary long at 
any particular spot, lest he should be surprised 
by parties of the enemy ; but to operate in such 
places as to keep himself secure, cover the coun- 
try from the ravages of small marauding parties, 
and for the purpose of conveying intelligence, 
which he did several times ; and more than once 
that intelligence was conveyed to me by Mr. 
Smith. 

Q. by Mb. Smith. Don't you recolleot when 



there was a report of the enemy's being out, on 
the east side of the river, that I cheerfully and 
voluntarily offered myself to join your family in 
case they approached, or it was necessary to op- 
pose them, if they came farther into the country? 

A. I had received intelligence that the enemy 
were out in force, on which I moved a. consider- 
able body of men towards the lines; and if I 
mistake not, reinforced Colonel Putnam in con- 
sequence of it. In order to be nearer the New 
Bridge, where I supposed the enemy would be- 
gin to operate, I went down to Verplanck's Point, 
and I believe sent for Colonel Putnam to meet 
me there ; I went over to Stony Point, and after 
giving the officer at that post, orders, I rode to 
Mr. Smith's, directing, if expresses should arrive 
before I returned to V erplanck's again, that they 
should be immediately sent to me ; I had scarcely 
alighted at Mr. Smith's, when an express arrived 
and informed me that the enemy were within a 
mile of Colonel Putnam's advanced post, upon 
which I immediately set out to repair there. 
Mr. Smith, without my requesting it, offered to 
attend me to the field ; and upon my rather de- 
clining it, as his family seemed alarmed, he 
pressed it upon me so strongly that I consented 
to it, and we set out accordingly, and when we 
got to Verplanck's Point, intelligence came that 
the enemy were retiring, supposed to be in con- 
sequence of the troops moving downwards. 

Q. by Do. Don't you recollect my offering to 
join your family, in case the operations of the 
campaign were against New York ? 

A. I do recollect you did. 

Major Bo webs, produced by Mr. Smith, was 
sworn. 

Q. Please to relate to the Court what you 
know of my political conduct. 

A. The first of my knowledge of Mr. Smith was 
from my being in General Howe's family. The 
General received several letters from Mr. Smith, 
giving him intelligence of the movements of the 
enemy ; from these letters, I supposed Mr. Smith 
a well-wisher to the cause, as these letters con- 
tained expressions of much anxiety for the safety 
of the post at West Point; before I had an 
opportunity of being personally acquainted with 
Mr. Smith, I had been at Fishkill and heard 
some people intimate that Mr. Smith was not 
supposed to be very friendly to our cause ; but I 
could not learn they had any other reason for it, 
than that his brother had gone over to the enemy, 
therefore a popular prejudice had gone forth 
against him ; I afterwards, in the beginning of 
May, I think, was introduced to Mr. Smith, and 
became acquainted with him; and from what 
had been hove out against him at Fishkill^ it 
made some impression upon my mind, by which 
I was induced more particularly to observe his 
conversation and conduct ; I never could discover 
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anything but what appeared that he was friendly 
disposed to the cause of America, -and even ex- 
pressed as much anxiety for the safety and wel- 
fare of the country as any other person I met with ; 
Mr. Smith continued to hold a correspondence 
with the General ; I did not see all the letters, 
but those I did see, appeared to give all the in- 
telligence that came to his knowledge; he re- 
Suested very earnestly of the General, that in case 
le operations of the campaign were against New 
York, he might come into his family and act as 
a volunteer Aid, which I think the General con- 
sented to. 

Q. BY THE COUBT TO GENERAL HOWE. DidyOU 

ever receive any intelligence from Mr. Smith, of 
the movements of the enemy, other than he re- 
ceived from Captain Lawrence ? 

A. I have received intelligence from Mr. 
Smith that I believe did not come from Captain 
Lawrence. 

Q. by Mr. Smith to General Howe. Don't 
you recollect that I told you, that if I received 
any intimations from women who were constantly 
passing and repassing to New York, from my 
friends there, of any movement against West 
Point, I should take the earliest opportunity to 
advertise you of it ? 

A. I recollect that you did. 

The Court then adjourned till to-morrow morn- 
ing, ten o'clock. 



Eleventh Day, Oct 14, 1780. 

The Court met according to adjournment. 

Mr. Smith being indisposed and unable to at- 
tend, and his evidence not being ready, the 
Court adjourned until Monday morning, at ten 
o'clock. 

The Court met according to adjournment. 
Mr. Lawrence, Judge- Advocate-General, attended 
in the room of Mr. Edwards, Deputy-Judge-Ad- 
vocate. The Court resumed the trial of Mr. 
Smith; and Captain Hoskins, produced by him, 
was sworn. 

Q. by Mr. Smith. How long have you known 
me? 

A. I have known you near twenty years. 

Q. by Do. Have you known me since the war ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. by Do. Be pleased to relate to the Court, 
my political character, such as it has come to 
your knowledge. 

A. I was intimately acquainted with you the 
beginning of this war, and I thought you to be a 
great friend to the country ; I have had an op- 
portunity of speaking to you, time after time, 
and I thought you to be a friend to the country ; 
my reason was, because I thought you to be a 
fighting man, as you prescribed many rules to 
trepan the British, by going on the line, and 



begged me to go on with you, and take part with 
you; you also told me that General Howe 
commanded in the State of New York, and you 
begged me to assist you in getting intelligence, 
and in every thing that lay in my power for the 
good of the cause ; also told me, this summer, 
that we expected to be in New York, and if we 
went down, begged me to assist you in every 
thing in my power. 

Q. by Do. Was I viewed by the inhabitants, in 
general, as a warm friend to the country, down 
to the time I was taken up ? 

A. I viewed you so, and believe my neighbors 
did; some said you were rather too warm, but I 
thought you were not 

Captain John Gardner was next produced 
by Mr. Smith, and sworn. 

Q. by Mr. Smith. Please to relate to the 
Court what you know of my political character. 

A. In the year, One thousand, seven hundred, 
and seventy-six, I was acquainted with you; 
there were every few days, we had alarms at 
Haverstraw, and you turned out with your gun 
to oppose the enemy continually;, and in the 
year One thousand, seven hundred and seventy- 
seven, we were alarmed every few days, and you 
always turned out to oppose them with your arms, 
till after harvest, when I was called off, and went 
into five months' service • after this you moved 
from Haverstraw to the Clove ; this last summer 
you have been with us again, at Haverstraw; 
your character since you have returned to Haver- 
straw, has been very warm in the cause of the 
country ; I have had an opportunity of talking 
with you, and in raising men, and in every thing 
that was to do for the country, in my company, 
you have been always very forward; you lived 
within the beat of my company. 

Q. by Do. Was I esteemed by the inhabitants, 
in general, as a warm friend to the country ? 

A. You were, and I esteemed you so, very 
much. 

Q. by Do. Don't you think I could have raised, 
this last summer, in the neighborhood, a Com- 
pany sooner than any man, from the regard the 
inhabitants had for my attachment to the country ? 

A. There was some talk about your raising a 
Company: and there were none who were for 
the American cause, but seemed willing to go 
under you at the time. 

Q. by Court. What was the reason Mr. Smith 
had not a Company at the time ? 

A. Mr. Smith gave as a reason for not having 
one, that he would not, unless he could have a 
field-piece with the Company; as the enemy 
came up often, and laid in the middle of the 
river, and small arms signified nothing to drive 
them off, when the Company was posted along 
the shore. 

The Court, for want of evidence, postponed 
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further proceedings on Mr. Smith's trial, until 
Thursday next ; and adjourned until that day, at 
ten o'clock in the morning. 



Twelfth Day, Oct 19, 1780. 

The Court met according to adjournment, and 
resumed the trial of Mr. Smith. 

Colonel Livingston, who was produced on the 
part of the Prosecution, was produced by Mr. 
Smith. 

Q. to him by Mr. Smith. Do you know 
whether any, and how many, flags passed be- 
tween General Arnold and the ship Vulture, 
previous to the night I went on board ? 

A. I know of two of them I brought to at Ver- 
planck's Point; I don't recollect any more; 
Major Franks, one of General Arnold's Aids, 
came to me and desired I would let a flag 
pass down to the Vulture, and not detain it 
at Verplanck's Point ; this was at the desire, he 
said, of General Arnold; he said the flag was to 
be there to-morrow ; the day he came, I do not 
recollect j X commanded at Verplanck's and 
Stony Points. 

Q. by Do. Who conducted the flags, and to 
whom, and from whom, were they sent ? 

A The first was conducted by Lieutenant Bar- 
ber, of the Artillery; the other gentleman's 
name I do not recollect, but he was a Captain of 
the Artillery; their Orders, which I insisted on 
seeing, were from General Arnold, to go on 
board the Vulture, sloop of war, to deliver let- 
ters j and if there was no answer, to return im- 
mediately: I saw no letters. 

Q. by Do. Did you understand that Colonel 
Beverly Robinson was on board the Vulture ? 

A. I did; Lieutenant Barber informed me he 
was on board, and he informed me he brought 
an answer from him, by the first flag. 

Q. by Do. Did you hear or understand what 
p Colonel Robinson's business was, in coming up ? 

A. I did not know any thing about his busi- 
ness. 

Q. by Do. Did not General Arnold inform you 
that Robinson was on board : and that he wanted 
to come on shore, on public business ? 

A. He did not: he was but once at my Quar- 
ters ; and then I thought he was a good, deal 
reserved. 

Q. by Do. Did you ever receive any letters 
from a flag from the Vulture, for General 
Arnold? 

A. Their barge came up once or twice ; and I 
sent out my whale-boat to stop them, and I or- 
dered my Lieutenant of the whale-boat, to take 
their despatches, which were directed to General 
Arnold, and I sent them to him at Robinsons 
House, and ordered their barges immediately 
back, as the distance between Robinson's House 



and Verplanck's Point was too great to wait for 
an answer. 

Q. by Do. Were these letters sealed ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. by Do. Did you see any of these letters, in 
the hands of General Arnold ? 

A. I saw one in his hand, the day he was at 
my Quarters, but the contents I did not see ; the 
day I do not recollect. 

Q. by Do. Do you know from whom these let- 
ters came? 
t A. I do not : but I believe the one I saw in 
I General Arnold's hand, came from the Captain 
I of the Vulture, as the General signified to me it 
i was in consequence of our people firing upon a 
I party of theirs. 

Q. by Do. Was General Arnold at Verplanck's 
Point, the twenty-second of September last? 

A. I do not recollect the day he was there ; 

| but the last time he was there, at my Quarters, 

i which was the day I saw him with the letter, 

he staid about a half an hour, and afterwards 

crossed the Ferry. 

Q. by Do. Do you recollect General Arnold's 
desiring you to furnish me with a light boat, if 
you met with one ? 

A. I recollect General Arnold's desiring me, 
that you might be furnished with a light boat, if 
there was one at the post; but I do not recollect 
the day he did it. 

Q. by Do. In the conversation I had with you, 
as mentioned in your former evidence, do you 
not remember of your mentioning that you were 
preparing to fire on the Vulture, the next morn- 
ing, as she lay within point blank shot, at Tel- 
ler's Point ? 

A. Yes. 

Q. by Do. Was the Vulture obliged to shift 
her station when fired on by you, and set on fire ? 

A. She was obliged to shift her station, but 
I do not know whether she was set on fire or 
not; she shifted her station for a while, and 
afterwards came up close to Teller's Point ; some 
shells, the Lieutenant of her informed me, fell 
on her deck. 

Q. by Do. Did not General Arnold desire you 
to furnish me with a boat for the purpose of pro- 
curing intelligence ? 

A. lie desired that you might be furnished 
with a boat, but did not mention for what 
purpose ; I had no conversation with him on the 
subject. 

Q. by Do. Were the guard-boats out, the night 
I went on board the Vulture, and the preceding 
night ? 

A. They were not at the Point; and there 
were orders for one of them to be constantly on 
the water, and the other nearly opposite to the 
ship, near the shore ; and I had no reason to sup- 
pose the orders were not complied with. 
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Q. by Do. Had I been met by them, don't you 
think I should have been permitted to pass them, 
from the authority I had ? 

A. Yes ; as the Orders were from General Ar- 
nold that you should pass the guard boats at any 
time, day or night, as you were going for intelli- 
gence of importance. 

Q. by Court. Were these Orders previous to 
the VvUure making her appearance in the river, 
or after ? 

A. They were after the VvUure had come up 
the river. 

Q. Who were these Orders given to Y 

A. They were verbal Orders to me, from Gen- 
eral Arnold ; and I was ordered to give them to 
the Lieutenant of the guard-boat; they were 
given to me by General Arnold, the last time he 
was at my Quarters. 

Q. How long was it you had received these 
Orders from Arnold, before he went off to the 
enemy ? 

A. It might be four days ; I think it was about 
three or four days. 

Q. Was any person present when he gave you 
these Orders r 

A. Not that I recollect; but Mr. Smith was 
by, when I mentioned to the Lieutenant of the 
guard-boat to let him pass, in consequence of 
these orders; the day I mentioned it to the 
Lieutenant, I am not certain of. 

Q. by Court. Do you know of Arnold's Bend- 
ing any flag on board the Vulture, in the night ? 

A. No. 

Q. by Court. Did Mr. Smith inform you of 
his having gained any important intelligence, at 
any time, while the Vulture lay in the river. 

A. He did not ? 

Q. When did the VuUure make her first appear- 
ance in the river, so as to be seen from ver- 
plank's Point ? 

A. I do not recollect the day she came up to 
Teller's Point; but she had been there a fortnight, 
if not more, before Arnold went off to the 
enemy. , 

Q. by Court. Do you know of Mr. Smith's 
being employed by Arnold, to obtain intelligence 
before the vulture came up the river ? 

A. Mr. Smith informed me he was; and I 
think he informed me of it before the Vulture 
■came up the river ? 

Q. by Court. While the Vulture lay in the 
river, did Mr. Smith inform you that he expected 
to gain intelligence from on board that vessel ? 

A. No; he never mentioned the name of the 
Vulture to me. 

The Court postponed further proceedings on 
Mr. Smith's trial, until to-morrow; and adjourn- 
ed until to-morrow, ten o'clook. 



Thirteenth Day, Oct. 20. 

The Court met according to adjournment, and 
resumed the trial of Mr. Smith. 

Major Kierce was produced by Mr. Smith, 
and sworn. 

Question to him by Mr. Smith. Did you 
receive a note from General Arnold, the evening 
of the twenty-first of September last ? If you did 
what was the purport of it ? 

A. I did not receive the note, but General Ar- 
nold, that day, told me that when his barge 
returned from the Continental Village, with a 
barge that he sent for, to send into Haverstraw 
creek ; and to let him or Mr. Smith know, by 
express, by land, that the barge was sent into 
Haverstraw creek; I wrote a line to General 
Arnold, informing General Arnold that the barge 
was sent into the creek ; and my express met the 
boy from General Arnold to me: and gave him 
my note, which was the reason I did not receive 
General Arnold's note to me. 

Q. by Court. Was you informed, for what 
purpose the barge was sent into the creek ? 

A. General Arnold informed me, it was for Mr. 
Smith, to go down the river, to get some intelli- 
gence in favor of America. 

Q. by Mr. Smith. Did you ever apply to me 
for money for the publio use ; and what station 
did you act in, at the time ? 

A. I applied to you, last summer, for money, 
being in great want of it to forward public dis- 
patches to and from the Eastward ; and you let 
me have one thousand dollars, and told me you 
could not let me have any more that time, and 
you should not want it beiore the Fall, when you 
should want it to purchase some salt ; I acted as 
Quarter-master at King's Ferry, at the time; Mr. 
Henry, who had acted as Quarter-master at that 
place, also informed me you had let him have 
money for the public use. 

Q. by Do. Did I not always discover to you 
a desire to advance the interest of the country, 
and promote the general cause of America? « 

A. You did, and bore with us the character of 
a warm friend to America. 

Q. by Court. Did Mr. Smith inform you that 
he had used the boat ? 

A. No. I did not see Mr. Smith afterwards, 
until he was coming from Fishkill, after he was 
taken up. 

Q. by Mr. Smith. Did you hear Colonel Bob- 
inson was on board the Vulture f 

A. It was a common report at King's Ferry, 
that he was on board. * 

Q. by Court. Do you know whether Mr. 
Smith was employed by General Howe and Gen- 
eral Arnold to get intelligence ? 

A. General Arnold informed me, the afternoon 
of the night the boat was sent into the creek, 
that Mr. Smith had furnished General Howe with 
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very good intelligence; and that he, Mr. Smith, 
was going down the river to procure intelligence 
for him, and desired me not to delay the boat a 
minute, but as soon as it arrived to send it into 
the creek. 

Colonel John TjAmt* was next produced by Mr. 
Smith, and sworn. 

Q. by Mr. Smith. Do you know whether Gen- 
eral Arnold received any letters from Colonel 
Beverly Robinson, by a flag, from on board the 
Vulture ; and who informed you of it ? 

A. I was at the table, at dinner, (there was a 
number of other gentlemen present) with him at 
the time the letters were brought in; and he said 
they came by a flag from Colonel Beverly Robin- 
son • there was one he said for him, and another 
for General Putnam ; he opened the one he said was 
for him, just looked at it, and put it up in his pocket. 

Q. by Do. Do you know of his, General 
Arnold's, receiving any more letters from Colonel 
Robinson ? 

A. I never heard of his receiving any more. 

Q. by Do. Did he ever tell you, or read to you, 
the contents of that letter ? 

A. He did not read the letter to me ; he told 
me that Beverly Robinson had proposed an inter- 
view with him, and asked my advice on the sub- 
ject ; I advised him, as he was then going down, 
being to go down that day, or the next, to meet 
His Excellency, to show the letters from Beverly 
Robinson to him ; and told him, as the proposal 
was of a very extraordinary nature, I could not 
conceive what views Beverly Robinson could 
have, in proposing such an interview ; if any 
thing he had to communicate was of importance 
to this country, he might do it by letter, but 
that if it was a matter that respected his own 
private concerns, his business would be with the 
Governor of the State, not with the General com- 
manding in the Department, but that I supposed 
the latter was the case — that it was a matter 
of private concern respecting his estate; but I 
could not suppose what could be the motive ; and 
told him the proposal was of such a nature, that 
it would induce suspicion of an improper corre- 
spondence between him and Beverly RoDinson, if 
there was an interview between them ; and I told 
him, that as he was going down to meet his 
Excellency, at King's Ferry, I would advise him 
to show the letters to his Excellency, and take 
his advice how he should act. After he had an 
interview with his Excellency, I put the question 
to him to know if he had shown these letters to 
the General. He told me* that he had • and that 
his Excellency's opinion respecting tne matter, 
exactly coincided with my own. I afterwards 
asked his Excellency if he had shewn him these 
letters; and he said that he had. 

Q. by Coukt. Did General Arnold mention to 
you the purpose of the interview ? 

A. He did not 



Q. by Mr. Smith. Did he not afterwards show* 
you another letter from Robinson, in which Rob- 
inson promised to communicate to him intelli- 
gence of the utmost importance to America, if he 
might be restored to the re-possession of his estate. 

A. He did not, nor never mentioned any such 
circumstance of such a proposal to me. 

Q. by Do. Was that all the conversation, 
that you have mentioned, that passed between 
you, respecting the letters Arnold had received? 

A. It was. 

Q. by Do. Did you know whether flags fre- 
quently passed between Arnold and the ship 
Vulture f 

A. I never heard of a flag passing between 
him and the ship Vulture, until Arnold was gone 
off to the enemy. 

Q. Were you stationed at the garrison at West 
Point, at the time Arnold told you of the interview 
proposed by Robinson ? 

A. I was. 

The evidence having been all produced, the 
Court took into consideration Mr. Smith's request 
for time to make his defence ; and agreed to give 
him until Thursday, at eleven o'clock A.M. ; and 
the Court adjourned until that day, until eleven 
o'clock AM. 



FOUBTEENTH DAY, Oct. 24. 

The Court met according to adjournment, and 
resumed the trial of Mr. Smith. He addressed 
the Court in his defence. 

The Court postponed further proceeding on 
Mr. Smith's trial, until to-morrow^ and ad- 
journed until to-morrow, ten o'clock, A.M. 



Fifteenth Day, Oct. 25. 
The Court met according to adjournment, and 
resumed the trial of Mr. Smith, and proceeded in 
the examination of the evidence given on the 
trial; after which they postponed further pro- 
ceedings until to-morrow; and adjourned until 
to-morrow, ten o'clock A.M. 



Sixteenth Day, Oct 26. 

The Court met according to adjournment, and 
resumed the trial of Mr. Smith. 

The Charge against Joshua H. Smith, Esq., 
the evidence produced on the trial, and his De- 
fence being fully and maturelv considered by 
the Court, they are of opinion that notwithstand- 
ing it appears to them, that the said Joshua H. 
Smith did aid and assist Benedict Arnold, late 
Major-General in our service, who had entered 
into a combination with the enemy for the pur- 
poses which the Charge mentions, yet they are 
of opinion, that the evidence is not sufficient to 
convict the said Joshua H. Smith, of his being 
privy to, or having knowledge of, the said Bene- 



Digitized by 



Google 



HISTORICAL MAGAZINE. 



185 



diet Arnold's criminal, traitorous, and base de- 
signs. They are, therefore, of opinion, that the 
said Joshua H. Smith ia tfot Guilty of the Charge 
exhibited against him, and do acquit him of #. 

The Court adjourned without day. 

HENRY JACKSON, Ool. and President. 

John La whence, Judge-Advocate. 



[Exhibits referred to in the Preceding 
Record.] 

L 

[Pass to Joshua Hktt Smith.] 

Head Quarters, Robinsons > 
House Septr 22* 1780 f 
Joshua Smith, Esq* has permission to pass the 
Guards to the White Plains, A to return, being on 
public business by my direction 

B Arnold M. Gen 1 . 



II. 

[PA8S IOR THE USE 07 ANDRI.] 

Head Quarters Robinsons ) 
House, Septr. 22d, 1780 S 

Permit Mr John Anderson to pass the Guards to 
the White Plains, or below, if He Chases, He being 
on Public Business by my Direction. 

B ARNOLD M. GenL 



HI. 



[artillery orders. 

disposition of the garrison, at west point, in 
case of an alarm.] 

Wt. Point Sept 6th, 1780 
Artillery Orders 

The following Disposition of the corps is to take 
place in Case of an alarm 

Capt. Dannills with his Comp.y at Fort Putnam, 
and to Detach an Officer with 12 men to Wyllys's Re- 
doubt, a non Commissioned Officer, with 8 men to 
Webbs Redoubt, and the like number to Redoubt 
No. 4. 

Captain Thomas Company to repair tirFort Arnold. 

Captain Simmons and Company to remain at the 
North and South Redoubts, at the East side of the 
River, untill further Orders. 

Lieut. Barber, with 20 men of Capt. Jacksons 
Company will repair to Constitution Island ; the re- 
mainder of the Company with Lieut. Masons will re- 
pair to Arnold. 

Capt. Lieut. George A Lieut. Blake with 20 men of 
Capt. Treadwills Company, will Repair to Redoubt 
No. 1 A 2, the remainder of the Company will be 
sent to Fort Arnold. 

Late Jones's Compy with Lieut. Fisk to repair to 
the South Battery. 

The Chain Battery *Sherburn's Redoubt, and the 
Brass Field pieces will be manned from Fort Arnold 
as Occasion may require. 



The Commissary and Conductor of Military stores 
will in turn wait upon the Commanding Officer of 
Artillery for Orders 

The Artificers in the Garrison (agreeable to former 
Orders will) will repair to Fort Arnold, and there re- 
ceive further Orders from the Command'g Officer of 
Artillery, J. BAUMAN Major Comm't Artillery. 



rv. 



[ESTIMATE OF THE STRENGTH OF THE GARRISON, SEPT. 
1780.] 

Estimate of the Forces at Wt Point and its depend- 
encies, Sept 18th 1780 

A Brigade of Massachusetts Militia A two\ 
Regiments of Rauk A file New Hampshire In- I qqa 
elusive of 166 Batteaux Men at Verplanks and j 
Stoney Points, ) 

On command A Extra Service at Fish Kills \ 
New Windsor, Ac Ac who may be called in oc- > 852 
cationally ) 

8 Regiments of Connecticut Militia under \ 
the ComJ of Colonel Wells on the lines near > 488 
No Castle J 

A Detachment of Nw York Levies on the > ^g 
lines > 

Militia 2447 

Colonel Lambs Regiment 167 

Colonel Livingston at Verplank A Sto- 
ney Pta, 80 

Continent!: 247 

Colonel Sheldons Dragoons on the lines, about 

one half Mounted, 142 

Batteaux Men and Artificers 250 



Total, 



8086 



[ESTIMATE OF THE FORCE NECESSARY TO COMPLETELY 
MAN THE WORKS.] 

Estimate of the Number of Men necessary to Mat 
the Works at W*t Point A in the Vicinity 

Fort Arnold 620 

Putnam 450 

Wyllys 140 

Webb 140 

Redoubt No 1 160 

ditto 2 150 

ditto 8 120 

ditto 4 100 

ditto 5 180 

ditto 6 110 

ditto 7 78 

North Redoubt 120 

South Redoubt 180 

Total 2488 
Villefranche, Engineer. 

N. B. The Artillery Men are not Included in the 
above Estimate. 
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VI. 

RETURN OF ORDNANCE IN THE DIFFERENT FORTS BATTERIES 40 AT WEST POINT AND ITS DEPENDENCIES SEP* 5™ 1780. 




O QQ 



8 » 8 8 

Sill's 

-> 5 Q U 
I g,f .2 
fi § g g 

n O H H 



Mortars. HowitzJ Total 



8 
5, 5 



Calibres 



Fort Arnold 

Fort Putnam 

Constitution Island 
Bouth Battery 
Chain Battery, 
Lanthorn Battery 
Webb's Redoubt 
Sherman's Redoubt 
Megg's Redoubt 
Bouth Redoubt 
North Redoubt 
Wyllys's Redoubt 
Rocky Hill, No. 4 
No. 1 
No. 2 
Verplank'sand Stony 
Points 



Brass 

Iron 

Brass 

Iron 

Iron 

Iron 

i Iron 

Iron 

Tron 

Iron 

Iron 

Iron 

Iron 

Iron 

Iron 

Iron 

| Iron 

Brass 

Iron 



Total 



I 



24 18 12 i 9 



I 



4 3 10 5>£ 



I 



I '1 
2 < 1 



1 5 

i ' 



1 I 
3 

I ■ 

1 ; 

i I 



1 I i 

1 
' 1 

I 



118 3 14 5 9 14 5 2 1 3 



5| 5 



5 11 



d A 



*% 



8 



at I 

3 3 £«!g« 
iOO oqE £:3 



% 




N. B. The following 
Ordinance not distributed 
No. 6 Iron 12 Pound r 
4 ditto 9 ditto 
6 do. 
4 
3 



1 ditto 

1 ditto 

2 ditto 



do. 
do. 



14 



3 Brass 24 Pounders. 
90 7 ditto 12 ditto 

I 1 ditlo 8 inch howits. 



11 



B. BAUMAN, Major Comdt 

of At tilery. 



VII. 
[remarks on works at WEST POINT, SEPT. 1780.] 

Sepr 1780 

Fort Arnold is built of Dry Fascines and Wood is 
in a ruinous condition, incompleat, and subject to 
take Fire from Shells or Carcasses. 

Fort Putnam stone wanting great repair*, the wall 
on the East side broke down, and rebuilding From 
the Foundation at the west and South side have been 
a Chevaux de Frise on the West side broke in many 
places. The East side open, two Bomb Proofs and 
Provision Magazine in the Fort, and slight Wooden 
Barrack. — A commanding piece of ground 500 yards 
West between the Fort and No. 4 — or Rocky Hill. — 

Fort Webb Built of Fascines and Wood, a slight 
Work very dry and liable to be set on fire as the ap- 
proaches are very easy, without defences save a slight 
abattis. 

Fort Wyllys built of stone 6 feet high the Work 
above plank filled with Earth the stone work 15 feet 
the Earth 9 feet thick.— No Bomb Proofs, the Bat- 
teries without the Fort 



Redoubt No 1. On the south side wood 9 feet 
thick the Wt North and East sides 4 feet thick, no 
cannon in the works, a slight and single Abattis, on 
ditch or Picket. Cannon on two Batteries. No 
Bomb Proofs 

Redoubt flo. 2. The same as No 1 No Bomb 
Proofs 

Redoubt N°. 8, a slight Wood Work 3 Feet thick 
very Dry no Bomb Proofs, a single Abattis, the work 
easily set on fire — no Cannon 

Redoubt N"- 4, a Wooden work about 10 feet high 
and fore or five feet thick, the West side faced with a 
stone wall 8 feet high and four thick. No Bomb 
Proof, two six pounders, a slight Abattis, a Com- 
ma nding piece of ground 500 yards Wt 

The North Redoubt on the East side built of stone 
4 feet high, above the stone wood filled in with Earth, 
very dry, no ditch, a Bomb Proof, three Batteries 
without the Fort, a poor Abattis, a Rising piece of 
ground 500 yards So. the approaches Under Cover to 
within 20 yards.— The Work easily fired with Faggots 
diptd in Pitch <feo 

South Redoubt much the same as the North a Com- 
manding piece of ground 500 yards due East — 8 Bat- 
teries without the Fort 
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VIII. 

icopt of ▲ 8ta.tb of matties laid bktorx a 

Council of War, by Gen'l. Washington. 

Sept. 6, 1780.] 

At a Council of War, held in Camp Bergen County, 
Sept. 6th 1840. 

Present — the Commander-in-chief. 

The Commander-in-Chief states to the Council, that 
since he had the honor of laying before the General 
C >fficers, at Morristown, the 6th of June last, a general 
Tiew of our circumstances, several important events 
have occurred, which have materially changed the 
prospects of the Campaign. 

That the succors expected from France, instead of 
coming out in one body, and producing a Naval 
Superiority in these Seas, has been divided into two 
revisions, the first of which only consisting of seven 
ships of the line, one forty-four and three smaller Fri- 
gates, with five thousand land Forces, had arrived at 
Rhode Island. 

That a Reinforcement of six ships of the line from 
England having reinforced the Enemy, had made 
their Naval Force in these seas amount to Nine Sail of 
the Line, Two Fifties two forty fours, and a number 
of smaller Frigates, a Force completely superior to 
that of our Allies, and which has in consequence held 
them Blocked up in the harbor of Rhode Island till 
the 29th ult., at which Period the British Fleet disap- 
peared, and no advice of them has since been received. 

That Accounts received by the Alliance Frigate, 
which left France in July, announces the Second 
Division to be Confined in Brest with several other 
Ships by a British Fleet of thirty two Sail of the line, 
ana a Fleet of the Allies of Thirty six, or thirty eight 
Ships of the line ready to put to sea from Cadiz to 
relieve the Port of Brest. 

The most of the States in their answers to the re- 
quisitions made of them, give the strongest assurances 
of doing every thing in their power to furnish the men 
and supplies required for the expected Co-operation. 
The effect of which, however, has oeen far short of our 
expectations, for not much above one third of the Le • 
vies demanded for the Continental Battalions, nor 
above the Same proportion of Militia have been assem- 
bled, and the Supplies have been so inadequate that 
there was a necessity for dismissing all the Militia, 
whose immediate services could be dispensed with to 
lessen our Consumption, notwithstanding which the 
Troops now in the Field are severely suffering for 
want of Provision. 

That the army at this Post and in the vicinity in 
opperating Force consists of 10,400 Continental 
Troops and about 400 Militia, besides which is a Reg- 
iment of Continental Troops of about 500 at Rhode 
Island left there for the assistance of our Allies, 
against any attempt of the Enemy that way, and two 
Connecticut State Regiments amounting to 800 at 
North Castle. 

That the Times of Service for which the Levies are 
Engaged will expire the first of January which, if 
not replaced, allowing for the usual Casualties, will 
reduce the Continental Army to leas than 6000 men. 



That since the state to the Council above Referred 
to, the Enemy have brought a detachment of about 
3000 men from Charles Town to New York, which 
makes the present opperating Force in this Quarter be- 
tween Ten and Eleven Thousand men. 

That the Enemies Force now in the Southern States 
has not been lately ascertained by any distinct ac- 
counts, but the general supposes it cannot be less than 
7,000 (of which about 2,000 are at Savannah) in this 
estimate the Diminution by the Casualties of the Cli- 
mate, is supposed to be equal to the increase of Force 
derived from the Disaffected, 

That added to the loss of Charles Town and its Gar- 
rison accounts of a recent misfortune are just arrived 
from Major General Gates, giving advice of a general 
action which happened on the 16th of August near 
Campden, in which the army under his Command met 
with a total defeat, and in all probability the whole of 
the Continental Troops, and a Considerable part of the 
Militia would be cut off. 

That the State of Virginia has been sometime exert- 
ing itself to raise a Body of 3000 Trobps to serve till 
the end of December 1781, but how far it has succeed- 
ed is not known. 

That Maryland had resolved to raise 2,000 Men of 
which a sufficient number to compose one Battalion 
was to have come to this army. The remainder to 
recruit the Maryland line — but in consequence of the 
late advices, an order has been sent to march the whole 
Southward. 

That the Enemies Force in Canada, Halifax, St. Au- 
gustine, and at Penobscot, remains much the same as 
stated in the preceding Council. 

That there is still reason to believe the Court of 
France will prosecute its Original Intention of giving 
effectual succor to this Country, as soon as Circum- 
stances will permit ; and it is hoped the second Divi- 
sion will certainly arrive in the course of the fall. 

That a Fleet greatly superior to that of the Enemy 
in the West Indies, and a formidable land Force had 
sailed sometime since from Martinique to make a Com- 
bined attack upon the Island of Jamaica, that there is 
a possibility of a reinforcement from this quarter also, 
to the Fleet of our Ally at Rhode Island. 

The Commander in Chief having thus given the 
Council a full view of our present Situation and future 
prospects, requests the Opinion of each Member in 
writing, what plan it will be advisable to pursue, to 
what objects Our Attention ought to be directed in the 
course of this fall and winter, taking into consideration 
the alternative of having or not having a Naval Supe- 
riority, whether any Offensive operations can be imme- 
diately undertaken and against what Point, what ought 
to be our immediate Preparations and dispositions, 
particularly whether we can afford or ought to send 
any Reinforcements from this Army to the Southern 
States, and to what amount, the General Requests to 
be favored with these opinions by the 10th Instant at 
farthest 
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IX. 

[Letter from Joshua H. Smith to his Brother, 
to deliver major andre's coat, lett at bis 
House, whin the Major assumed the Disguise.] 

Robinsons House Septr. 26**, 1780 

Dear Brother I am hero a prisoner, and am 
therefore unable to attend in Person. I would be 
oblidged to you if you would deliver to Captain Carns 
of Lee's Dragoons, a British Uniform Coat, which 
you will find in one of the Drawers in the Room 
above stairs I would be happy to see you Remem- 
ber me to your family. 

I am, affectionately, yours, 

Joshua H. Smith. 

Thomas Smith Esq*". 

[Letter addressed to, " Thomas Smith, Esq., Hav- 
"erstraw."] 



[Pass to Joshua Hett Smith, with correspond- 
ing* for New York, prior to the personal inter- 
view of Gen. Arnold and Major Andre.] 

Head Quarters, Robinsons ) 
House Sept. 2d 1780 J 

Permission is granted to Joshua Smith, Esq to go 
to Dobbs' Ferry with three Men and a Boy in a Boat 
with a Flag to carry some Letters of a Private Nature 
for Gentlemen in New York, and to Return imme- 
diately 

B. Arnold, M Genl. 
^ N. B. — He has permission to go at such hours and 
times as the tide and his business suites 

B.A. 



XIII. 

Hennirut, [a word not intelligible,'] 
Elijah Hunter 

Mr I Johnson B. R n. 

Mr. J. Stewart to the care of Joshua Smith Esq' to 
be left at Head Q'rs. 
Isaac Adams, 6 „ 6 „ 5. 



XI. 



[Pass given to enable Major Andre and Joshua 
Hett Smith, to pass King's Ferry, before the in- 
terview OF THE FORMER WITH ARNOLD.] 

Head Quarters, Robinsons > 
House Septr 20th 1780 J 

Permission is riven to Joshua Smith Esquire, a 
gentleman Mr. John Anderson, who is with him and 
his two servants to pass and repass the guards near 
Kings Ferry at all times. 

B. Arnold, M. Gen'. 



xn. 



[Pass to Joshua Hett Smith.] 

Head Quarters Robinsons > 
House Sept 22 1780 J 

Joshua Smith Esqr, has permission to pass with a 
Boat and three hands and a flag to Dobb's Ferry on 
Public business and to return immediately. 

B Arnold M. Gen' 1 . 



II— SLAVERY IN MASSACHUSETTS. 

THE BOSTON CRITICS ON MR. MOORE'S NOTES. 

[The general interest in the subject and the peculiar ability 
with which it is treated in the discussion, have led us to reprint, 
in the Maqazins, the most considerable attempt yet made to 
discredit the recent developments of the History of Slavery in 
Massachusetts. It Is an article from the Boston Daily Adver- 
tiser of September 12, 1860, by Mr. Charles F. Duxbar, the 
editor in chief of that ancient and honorable newspaper— em- 
phatically the organ of the most solid of " the solid men of 
* 4 Boston."— En. Hist. Mag.] 

To that class of minds which sometimes tiro 
of hearing Aristides called "the just," Mr. George 
H. Moore's History of Slavery in Massachusetts 
has proved to be a welcome indictment against 
a Commonwealth heretofore in good repute.* 
The series of articles in newspapers and other 
publications, which for two or three years have 
been the forerunners of Mr. Moore's book, and 
which were apparently based on his collation of 
authorities, — not to inquire more closely into 
their authorship, or the industry which provided 
the materials, — have supplied a succession of 
texts which have been eagerly caught up and im- 
proved wherever Massachusetts has an enemy, 
whether in New York or South Carolina. The 
book itself is a most convenient manual of the 
same sort, and indeed, one rather noted member 
of Congress from Kentucky recently auoted to 
the extent of several pages from Mr. Moore, if 
not with such startling effect, at least with as 
mnch logical success, as attended his subsequent 
use of the cane as an auxiliary of debate. It is 
easy to see why Mr. Moore should have attained 
this species of popularity. His book purports to- 
be history, — and that name is apt to oarry the 
impression of authority, without regard to merit; 
it is prepared with great industry and brines to- 
gether a vast array of statements, of which the 
admitted truth of some and the recondite nature 
of others, is apt to silence the inquiry whether 
the general effect is just or not; above all, the 
book affects to make revelations as to points 
which it would suit a considerable party in the- 
political world, — and possibly some in literary 
circles, — to establish against the ancient fame of 



* Notes on the History of Slavery in Massachusetts, by 
George H. Moore, Librarian of the New York Historical Society 
and Corresponding Member of the Massachusetts Historical So- 
ciety. New York : D. Appleton & Co. 1806. 
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a State which has played no obscure part in the 
later history of American slavery. 

Our limits forbid us to encage in that general 
review of Mr. Moore's boot, which it invites 
from the hand of the careful and candid investi- 
gator. Two or three of his leading points, how- 
ever, we shall examine, in such detail as is possi- 
ble in these columns. 

I. The written legislative history of slavery in 
Massachusetts undoubtedly dates back to the 
famous provision in the Body of Liberties of 
1641: — 

" There shall never be any bond slaverie, villi- 
a nage or Captivitie amongst us unles it be law- 
"full Captives taken in just warres, and such 
" strangers as willingly selle themselves or are 
" sold to us. And these shall have all the liber- 
" ties and Christian usages which the law of god 
" established in Israeli concerning such persons 
u doeth morally require. This exempts none from 
" servitude who shall be Judged thereto by Au- 
" thoritie." 

But tho existence of slavery as a social fact in 
this State notoriously dates back several vears 
farther than this. " The chattel slavery of hea- 
" then Africans and Indians," says Mr. Hurd, Law 
of Freedom and Bondage, vol. 1, p. 206, " was 
" lawful at this time in all the colonies;" and 
this lawfulness was "the effect of established 
"principles, judicially recognized in all coun- 
" tries." The founders of Massachusetts unhap- 
pily did not rise superior to all the errors of their 
time. They reduced to captivity certain Pequods 
taken in the war of 1637, and sent a small num- 
ber to Bermuda "by Mr. Pierce," and on the 
return voyage the master of the ship brought 
back the first importation of negroes into this 
colony. It does not appear that this importation 
was " the enterprise of the authorities," as Mr. 
Moore says ; (the order for " Lieft Davenport to 
" keep ye slaves " in March 1639, cited by Mr. 
Moore to establish this point, probably refers to 
the murderer of Oldham and the two thieves, 
sentenced Mass. CoL Bee. I., 181, 246 ;) nor does 
it appear, as Mr. Moore suggests gratuitously, if 
not invidiously, that the Indian captives were 
disposed of according to " previous practice." As 
little does it appear that this importation by Mr. 
Pierce was followed up, for in 1680, Governor 
Bradstreet stated that there were but one hundred 
or one hundred and twenty slaves in Massachu- 
setts, of whom forty or fifty had then recently 
been brought from Madagascar. These foots as 
to the extent of the practice do not remove the 
stain; but they throw some light upon the causes 
of the obscurity which prevailed upon an import- 
ant point, which we shall notice farther on. 

Slavery thus being lawful by virtue of the law 
of the whole civilized world as it then stood, and 
existing as a matter of fact as early as 1637, Mr. 



Moore makes it a leading charge that it was 
" established " by the Body of Liberties in 1641. 
The provision cited above, he says, is " the first 
" statute establishing slavery in America :" " the 
"first code of laws in Massachusetts established 
" slavery." How that was " established " in 1641,. 
which, as we have seen, had for some years exist- 
ed in law and in fact, Mr. Moore would find it 
difficult to explain satisfactorily. "We have yet 
to learn that the codification of that which has 
hitherto existed in the unwritten and common 
law, in any sense "establishes" it or gives it any 
new authority. Codification may, however, 
materially limit the application of the unwritten 
law, as we shall see. 

II. Whether in fact the provision in the Body 
of Liberties did limit the original law of slavery, 
is a question on which Mr. Moore differs from 
the current of authorities, and particularly from 
Mr. Palfrey, Mr. Sumner, and Judge Gray, all of 
whom have expressed the opinion that under this 
provision slavery had no hereditary quality in 
Massachusetts. The issue must not be mis- 
taken, — it is not asserted by either of these gen- 
tlemen that in fact the children of slaves were 
never held as slaves by birth ; they confine them- 
selves to a denial that under the law, as it stood 
upon the statute book, such children could legally 
be so held. It is a question purely of legal con- 
struction, interesting as it affects our opinion of 
the probable intention of the founders of the 
Commonwealth, but not bearing upon the subse- 
quent course of the history of slavery among us ; 
and it is therefore not a little singular that the 
opinions of these gentlemen upon this subject 
Bhould have been received and criticised with a 
decree of acerbity so entirely foreign to the spirit 
of historical investigation. * 

As the law stands in the Body of Liberties it 
certainly does not cover hereditary slavery, either 
by express terms or by necessary implication. 
Mr. Moore himself remarks (p. 18) that its au- 
thors had to provide for just three descriptions 
of persons, — (1) Indian captives taken in war; 

(2) "Negro slaves — their own importations of 
" « strangers,' obtained by purchase or exchange ;" 

(3) Criminals condemned to slavery. In this 
light only, he says, " is their legislation intelli- 
" gible and consistent ;" but he quietly omits to 
take into account a fourth description, viz. : the 
increase of his own class (2), for which no place 
is left under his classification and which he never- 
theless seeks to make the law cover. Something 
more is required, we apprehend, than the mere 
assertion of Mr. Moore that the law sanctioned 
the perpetual bondage of negroes, " their children 
" and their children's children." "Where are the 
words extending the slavery beyond the captive 
himself or beyond the stranger who sold himself 
or was sold into die colony ? And where are 
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we to find the principle of legal construction 
on which such a liberal interpretation as Mr. 
Moore ; s can be given to a statute of this sort ? 
The provision purports to forbid bond-slavery 
except in three specified cases; (the marginal 
note in the edition of 1672 epitomizes this section 
by the words " No bond-slavery ;") it was explic- 
itly a provision in favor of liberty, and Mr. 
Moore will find no lawyer willing to risk his 
reputation by saying that such a provision is to 
be interpreted liberally, for the benefit of slavery. 
Mr. Moore affects to find a remarkable confirma- 
tion of his view, in the disappearance of the word 
" strangers" from the law in the editions of 
1660 and 1672. "This amendment," he says, 
"took off the prohibition against the children of 
"slaves being 'born into legal slavery in Massa- 
«' < chusetW " But as the Body of Liberties ex- 
isted only in manuscript for some years, and as 
this particular passage fared badly in other re- 
spects at the hands of the unskilful colonial print- 
ers in both the editions cited, we apprehend that 
it cannot be said with confidence that the word 
"strangers" was omitted by design j and if it 
could, the argument that such an omission must 
be construed to import hereditary slavery may 
fitly enough be classed with another desperate 
suggestion, borrowed by Mr. Moore from Chief 
Justice Parsons, that the rule of the civil law, 
partus sequitur ventrem, was adopted. Our 
fathers had much reverence for the law of Moses 
and some respect for the common law, but 
assuredly very little for that of heathen Rome. 

This question, however, as to the legality of 
hereditary slavery in Massachusetts has been the 
subject of judicial consideration, and although 
Mr. Moore undertakes to meet the statement of 
Judge Gray on this head (Quincy's Reports, 29, 
note) with a peremptory denial, the course of the 
decisions does not permit the doubt which he 
seeks to raise. To pass by some earlier cases, in 
which a negligent defence is Baid to have given 
an easy victory to reputed slaves suing for lib- 
erty, the first case in the reports is that of Little- 
ton v. I'uttle, 4 Mass. 128 note, in which an action 
was brought for the cost of supporting Cato, a 
reputed slave, and the son of parents in the same 
condition. Chief Justice Dana charged the jury 
"as the unanimous opinion of the Court, that 
" Cato, being born in this country, was born free, 
4i and that the defendant was not chargeable " ; 
and a verdict was found accordingly. Mr. Moore 
is of opinion that the facts proved were set at 
naught by the Court in stating this opinion, but 
unfortunately he does not explain the grounds of 
this stringent criticism, nor are they apparent 
upon the record. The next case in order or time, 
that of Winchendon v. Hatfield, 4 Mass. 123, is 
much more to Mr. Moore's taste; for this case 
contains a dictum by Chief Justice Parsons that 



" the issue of the female slave, according to the 
"maxim of the civil law, was the property of 
" her master." We say this was a dictum of the 
learned Chief Justice, because as the record, cer- 
tified to the Court under the Writ of Error, recited 
that the negro, whose support was the ground 
of action, " in the year 1757, was the proper estate 
"of one Samuel Bond," it was not a auestion 
before the Court whether he became a slave by 
birth or otherwise. The Chief Justice, however, 
improved the opportunity to deliver a brief essay 
on the characteristics of slavery in Massachu- 
setts, of which we regret to see that Mr. Moore 
appears! to have noticed little besides this loose 
statement as to slavery by descent. This dictum 
by his predecessor, led Chief Justice Parker in 
the next case, Andover v. Canton, 13 Mass. 547, — 
in which again the point was not necessary, the 
pauper being the son of a free woman, — to say, 
on the authority of Winchendon v. Hatfield, that 
"it seems that the issue of a female slave was the 
" property of her master ;" " at least," he says, 
" such was the opinion of Chief Justice Parsons." 
This language, Mr. Moore thinks, "cautiously 
" confirmed " the view of the earlier Chief Jus- 
tice. Unquestionably this sembU from Chief 
Justice Parker is cautious, but it is not authori- 
tative. "We come upon firmer ground, however, 
! in Lanesborovgh v. Westfield, 16 Mass. 74, in 
j which Chief Justice Parker, in the case of a pau- 
per who was the daughter of slaves, was obliged 
to decide the precise* question. In this case the 
Chief Justice gave the opinion of the court, not 
"cautiously" but decisively, that, — 

" By the colonial law of 1646 no bond-slavery 
" could exist, except in the case of lawful captives 
" taken in just war, or such as willingly sold 
" themselves, or were sold to the inhabitants. Of 
" course the children of those who in fact were, 
" or were reputed to be, slaves, not coming within 
" the description, could not be held as slaves." 

This decision Mr. Moore has not found it con- 
venient to refer to, nor even to name, nor to cite 
by page, except in giving a list of the citations 
made Dy Messrs. Gray, Palfrey, and Sumner. It 
is, however, a decision upon the exact point now 
in question, and may be fairly considered as hav- 
ing settled the legal opinion upon the ground 
held in Littleton v. Tuttle, supposing that opinion 
ever to have been unsettled by the dictum in Win- 
chendon v. Hatfield. It has been followed by 
Edgartown v. Tisbury, 10 Cush. 408, in whicn 
that learned jurist, Mr. Justice Metcalf, in a case 
in which the point was essential, gave the opin- 
ion of the Court that the daughter of a slave born 
in Massachusetts "was free-born, although her 
" mother was a slave." 

Our readers can now judge for themselves with 
how much reason Mr. Moore speaks of Winchen- 
don v. Hatfield as " the leading case in Massachu- 
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"setts." As it neither leads in point of time, nor 
leads the course of judicial decision, as it is con- 
sonant neither with the earlier nor the later re- 
ported cases, and is itself, so far as this point is 
concerned, a simple dictum, it answers no known 
definition of a " leading case." 

"We have omitted from the above review and 
shall now state with some particularity a case to 
which, upon Mr. Moore's brief note of it, he 
might have been expected to assign even more 
importance than to his " leading case " of Win- 
chendon v. Hatfield, or Chief Justice Parker's 
"cautious confirm ation." This is the case of 
Perkins, Town Treasurer of Topsfield v. Emerson, 
which came before the Supreme Judicial Court 
in Essex, at the November term, 1799. In this j 
case the town sued Emerson for the maintenance j 
of Nancy, a negro woman born of slaves, in 1759, | 
and held by him as a slave until she claimed her t 
freedom in the Revolution. The action was 
brought under the Act of 1736, which declares 
that any inhabitant "who shall receive, admit, 
" and entertain any person or persons not being 
" inhabitants of sucn towns, either as inmates, 
"boarders, or tenants in the house where such 
"person dwells or in any other house of his what- 
"ever, within this Province, or under any other 
"qualification for more than the space of twenty ' 
" days," without notifying the town authorities, 
shall be liable for any charges arising to the | 
town for the support of such person. The case 
was submitted on an agreed state of facts, and, — 
" if the Court are of opinion that the said Nancy ' 
" is to be considered an inmate, boarder, or tenant, • 
" or under any other qualification which is with- \ 
" in the meaning of the Act, &c, then judgment 
" shall be given for the Appellant to recover the j 
"sum sued for, otherwise that Defendant have I 
" judgment for his costs." The Court, according 
to the record, " are of opinion that the said Nancy 
"is not within the meaning of said Act;" and ] 
judgment was therefore given for the appellee 
for costs. j 

It will thus be seen, that in this case the Court i 
properly confined itself to the question whether 
the pauper came within the meaning of the Act ' 
under wnich suit was brought. The language of 
the record, which we have copied from the origi- ; 
nal, does not therefore justify Mr. Moore's broad j 
statement, that the Court "held a negro girl born 
" in the Province in 1759 to have been the lawful | 
" slave" of Emerson ; for the denial by the Court 
that the pauper came within the descriptions of 
persons recitod in an Act subject to strict con- 
struction, was not, and could not have been in- 
tended to be, an affirmation that she came within 
a certain other limited description. This dis- 
crepancy is the more striking, because Mr. Moore 
cites a " M8. copy of Court Records}' and must 
therefore .be aware that Mr. Dane's summary of 



the case, 2 Dane's Abr. 412, which he follows, is 
incorrect The authentic statement from the re- 
cord was doubtless inconvenient for his purpose, 
as was the decision in Lanesborough v. Westfield, 
his suppression of which we have noticed above ; 
but whether in a work aspiring to the character 
of history, convenience is to be preferred to hon- 
esty, is not a difficult question. 

It is to be said on Mr. Moore's behalf in this 
matter that Mr. Dane, — upon whose loose state- 
ment of twenty years' later date, and perhaps 
made from memory, he sets aside the record, — 
was of counsel in the case. But the " MS. copy 
" of Court Records " must also have apprised Mr. 
Moore that Chief Justice Parsons, then at the 
bar, was also of Counsel for the appellee ; and if 
the judgment which he obtained for his client 
had been understood to have the breadth after- 
wards assigned to it by Dr. Dane, it is incredible 
that he should have failed to cite such a case in 
point from his own practice, when only nine 
years afterwards, in Winchendon v. Hatfield, he 
doubted the law of his predecessor in Littleton 
v. Tattle. Chief Justice Parsons, however, evi- 
dently did not regard the question in Topsfield 
v. Emerson as identical with that in Littleton v. 
'Tuttle ; and the want of parity is made the more 
clear by the circumstance that three out of four 
Judges, who sat in the later case sat in the earlier 
case also, — which Mr. Moore construes as a nota- 
ble instance of judicial retractation. We must 
add that if Mr. Moore had given even Mr. Dane's 
broad statement of Topsfield v. Emerson correct- 
ly, the careful reader might have inferred the 
presence of some error. But it is not Mr. Moore's 
habit thus to assist inquiries for the truth. 

The weight of legal authority then is against. 
Mr. Moore, in his positive declaration that the 
Body of Liberties consigned to slavery the " chil- 
"dren's children" of the classes named in it; 
and we must be permitted to think, in spite of 
his conviction of the unreasonableness of their 
conclusions, that on such a question of construc- 
tion the judicial decisions of such men as Chief 
Justices Dana and Parker and Judge Metcalf, 
confirmed by the opinions of jurists like Judge 
Gray and Mr. Sumner, are entitled to more re- 
spect than the views of a layman, not of con- 
spicuously judicial instincts, although the latter 
can cite one of the numerous dicta of Chief Jus- 
tice Parsons. But, says Mr. Moore, to conclude 
thus is to charge the colonists with "a most 
" shocking chronic violation of law," in holding 
the children of slaves in slavery. This argu- 
ment, which is not even worthy of a layman's 
law, does not touch either the historical or the 
legal question, whether slavery was hereditary by 
law in Massachusetts. If, however, an explana- 
tion is desired of the foothold which hereditary 
slavery obtained, it may easily be found, we 
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think, in the facts that for fifty years the number 
of slaves was so insignificant as not to attract 
attention to questions of this sort, and that in a 
thinly settled colony, with scanty means of com- 
munication and almost no regular channels of 
general intelligence, the chances of such a point 
being brought to the attention of those most con- 
cerned must have been extremely small, while 
the acquaintance of the public with their own 
laws and institutes bore no comparison with what 
is seen at the present day. In that state of so- 
ciety, an erroneous construction of the law might 
easily be acquiesced in for generations, which in 
the present condition of things could not pass 
unchallenged for a single year. 

III. But we must pass from this point to an- 
other, on which Mr. Moore has also persuaded 
himself that all our lawyers and historians, past 
and present, have been in error. We refer to the 
abolition of slavery by the famous opening clause 
in the Declaration of Rights of 1780, which de- 
clares that — 

" All men are born free and equal, and have 
" certain natural, essential, and unalienable rights; 
"among which may be reckoned the right of 
" enjoying and defending their lives and liber- 
" ties ; that of acquiring, possessing and protect- 
" ing property ; in fine, that of seeking and ob- 
" tainmg their safety and happiness." 

This declaration was adopted in the Constitu- 
tion and took effect October 25th, 1780. At the 
June and September Terms, in 1781, the three 
actions which together make up what is known 
as the case of Quork Walker were brought and 
carried to the Supreme Judicial Court, where in 
1783, a judicial decision was had, that slavery 
had been abolished by the above provision in the 
Declaration of Rights. This decision was recog- 
nized and acquiesced in by the Legislature, and 
has never since been authoritatively questioned. 
As a matter of fact, not even Mr. Moore can 
doubt Dr. Belknap's declaration that the fine of 
forty shillings imposed upon Jennison for false 
imprisonment and assault of Quork, his alleged 
slave, " was a mortal wound to slavery in Massa- 
chusetts," and that its practical abolition dates 
from that event, — although on p. 102 we observe 
what we must think a discreditable attempt to 
mystify the bearings of this as a test case. As a 
matter of law then we have here an organic Act 
by the People, contemporaneous Judicial inter- 
pretation of it, and uninterrupted acquiescence in 
that interpretation by the Legislature, the Courts, 
and the People, for more than eighty years. If 
the effect of any legal provision can be more 
conclusively ascertained, we should be glad to 
know the process. Mr. Moore is of opinion that 
the strongest statement that can be made upon 
authority is that a determination grew up "to 
M consider slavery as abolished ;" and he coolly 



intimates, on the closing page of his book, that 
slavery may have legally subsisted until the 
amendment of the Constitution of the United 
States, in 1860, when its aotual prohibition was 
accomplished " by the votes of South Carolina 
"and Georgia !" If this suggestion is to be 
treated as seriously made, it is enough to answer 
it by citing from Mr. Moore's own pages, the pe- 
tition presented to the Legislature by Quork's 
master for relief, which recites that he was de- 
prived of ten slaves by the decision in Quork's 
case _; and that he is informed that "by the deter- 
" mination of the Supreme Judicial Court, the 
" said clause in the Bill of Rights is so to be 
" construed, as to operate to the total discharge 
" and manumission of all Negro Servants what- 
" soever." Whatever difficulty Mr. Moore may 
have now, in understanding the legal effect of the 
Declaration of Rights as applied by the Courts, 
Nathaniel Jennison was in no doubt about it 
then. 

Of the history of this clause, Mr. Moore re- 
marks that "the family traditions which have 
" designated the elder John Lowell as the author 
" of the declaration, and assigned the intention to 
"abolish slavery as the express motive for its 
"origin, will not stand the test of historical 
"criticism." It is unfortunate that Mr. Moore 
does not undertake an "historical criticism" of 
what he designates as the " traditions." It hap- 
pens that we have the statement of Dr. Belknap, 
a contemporary, made in 1795, (Mass. Hist. GoU. 
IV, 203,) that the clause in question was inserted 
" with a particular view to establish the libera- 
tion of the negroes on a general principle." 
We have also the statement of Rev. Dr. Charles 
Lowell, (Mass. Hist. Coll. IV, i, 90,) derived by 
him directly from his father, Judge Lowell, that 
the clause was introduced by the latter, for the 
express purpose of abolishing slavery: and that 
he offered his services gratuitously to slaves who 
might wish to claim freedom under it And 
several facts in the life of Judge Lowell, of 
which it is enough to name his appearance as 
Counsel in an early freedom suit, (Casar v. Green- 
leaf, Essex, 1773,) make the statement intrin- 
sically probable. "Historical criticism," we 
therefore believe, would rank it, not as an ordi- 
nary "family tradition," but as a credible state- 
ment of history ; and this result would be fatal 
to Mr. Moore's doctrine of the practical insignifi- 
cance of the clause declaring universal freedom. 

Mr. Moore's real difficulty is with respect to 
the intention of the Convention of 1779, in insert- ' 
ins in its Declaration of Rights, the clause refer- 
red to. Did they intend thereby to abolish 
slavery ? To prove a negative for this question, — 
which, however, has nothing to do with the 
inquiry whether the abolition was the legitimate 
result of their action, — Mr. Moore laboriously 
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shows that John Adams, nearly forty years after- 
wards, said in a general way that he " adored the 

u idea of gradual abolitions f that there are few 
traces of any discussion of the subject; that ad- 
vertisements of slaves did not at once disappear ; 
and that slavery was not abandoned without some 
litigation. But this negative evidence is entirely 
outweighed by the positive statement of Dr. 
Belknap, made from his own knowledge, only 
fifteen years afterwards, in the passage cited by 
us above, that the clause was inserted on purpose 
to effect u the liberation of the negroes on a gen- 
" eral principle, and so it was understood by the 
"people at large." And that a few persons should 
briefly and feebly resist the action of such a 
clause cannot be deemed a significant circum- 
stance, when we remember how imperfectly the 
United States have as yet been able to establish 
the rights of the negroes freed by so explicit a 
provision as the anti-slavery amendment of 1866. 
Our limits compel us to confine our examina- 
tion of Mr. Moore's statements and conclusions 
to the three points thus noticed. There are few 
parts of his book which are not equally open to 
^criticism with these, and none in which it is safe 
for the reader to follow the author upon trust 
It would be interesting to trace some of his sin- 
ister inferences as they develop in his pages 
into positive statements of fact, not to be ques- 
tioned as a part of the cumulative charge against 
Massachusetts. It would be amusing to observe 
the ingenuity with which every citation and fact 
is made to add its contribution to the general 
burden of accusation, — to see how even the fail- 
ure or refusal of the Royal Governors to sign 
bills for prohibiting the importation of slaves is 
made to redound to the discredit of the Legisla- 
ture • and how a penal act, which finally forbade 
the slave trade, is censured for omitting to punish, 
ex post facto f for voyages begun before its pas- 
sage. But what we have already said is sufficient 

• to illustrate fairly the spirit in which Mr. Moore 
has conducted his research and the character of 
his results. It has been seen that he is not above 
suppressing inconvenient authorities ; that where 
this process will not avail, he does not lack as- 
surance in coolly setting aside their opinions or 
statements; and that his assumptions, not few in 
number nor unimportant in effect, have a single 
purpose, — to make out a case against this Com- 
monwealth, in a manner better adapted to prac- 
tice in the criminal courts than to historical 
discussion. 

« But after all is said, to what purpose is Mr. 
Moore's persevering attack? Nobody has de- 
nied that slavery was a marked feature in the 
provincial history of Massachusetts; and too 
much has been seen of the spirit of slavery in 
our own days for any one to suppose that it could 
-exist anywhere without subsidiary evils of the 



most repulsive nature. The accumulation of de- 
tails, therefore, the careful exhumation and dis- 
play of the miserable incidents by which the 
admitted wrong, even in its mildest form, must 
have been accompanied, does not bring any new 
charge against Massachusetts ; it does not even 
exhibit the old charge in any new light, as some 
who have been cowed by Mr. Moore's parade of 
investigation, have seemed to suppose. It simply 

S roves the anxiety of that gentleman himself, to 
eepen beyond its due proportion 1 , the shade 
which slavery has cast upon our history. 
Let us remind Mr. Moore, however, that it is 

Sossible, even with less violence than he has 
one to the record, so to write the history of the 
best of mankind that they shall seem to have 
been the worst Historical truth lies in propor- 
tion as well as in faithfulness of detail ; and it is 
easy so to bring up the shades in any picture of 
the past, as to destroy its correctness, without 
altering a single feature. The conscientious 
historian bears this in mind. He does not seek 
to influence his reader's judgment of any society 
by holding up its worst aeeds alone ; he does not 
ask the reader to judge of men merely by their 
errors ; least of all does he deign to please a local 
or political prejudice, or even the personal resent- 
ments of literary friends, by raking in the by- 
ways of history for evidence against a past gen- 
eration. The lover of historical truth indeed 
follows as his guide, the noble maxim of Cicero 
whioh is placed on the title-page of Mr. Moore's 
work, — "Quia nescit,primain esse historiae legem, 
M ne quid falsi dicere audeat? deinde ne quid 
u veri non audeat ?" But, with Cicero, he adds those 
other words, which Mr. Moore so judiciously 
omits on this occasion, — " ne qua suspicio gratia 
"sit in scribendo—ne qua simultatis ! w 



IH— OLD NEW-YORK REVIVED.— 
Continued. 

14. ADDBB88 OF THE FlRST BAPTIST ChUBCH 

in the city op new-york, to governor 
Tbyon, on his abriyal in that city, July, 
1771 ; and his reply thereto. 

[The Address.] 

The old Church of JESUS CHRIST, baptized 
on a personal Profession of their Faith, congrega- 
ted and meeting in Gold Street, within the City of 
New-York, 

To his Excellency 

WILLIAM TRYON, Esq. 

Captain General and Governor in Chief, in and 
over the Province of New-York, and the Territo- 
ries depending thereon in America, Chancellor 
and Yice-Admiral of the same. 
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■? May it please youb Excellency. 
ItJFE, the Church, beg Leave with dutiful Respect 
» i and Obedience (by our Deputies) to approach 
you, on the Occasion of your safe Arrival with 
your Lady and Family, in this your Government 

- - - Owning a Divine over-ruling Providence, we 
are bound by the Ties of Duty and .Affection, to 
adore that God who hath conducted you safe to 
this City. 

Permit us, Sir, to assure you of our earnest 
Supplications to the Almighty, that he will 
grant to you the Substance of Solomon's Petition: 
that with true Wisdom you may fill the high and 
iniDortant Trust committed unto you by our dread 
ana beloved Sovereign, in the most conspicuous 
and amiable Manner, to the Honour of Religion, 
the Satisfaction of the King, and the true Interest of 
the Country, so that in your Appointment God 
may be glorified. 

We hope your Excellency will find, and ever 
consider us Baptists, true Protestants, as defined 
at the Revolution, as we hold and profess the 
same Doctrine, Faith, and Order, with our Sister 
Churches in Great-Britain, of the same Denomi- 
nation, whose Loyalty and Obedience have long 
entitled them to that free Toleration they have 
many years enjoyed, but never abused. 

Under your Auspices, we promise ourselves the 
Continuance of all our invaluable religious Rights 
and Privileges, persuading ourselves, that the 
more the Baptist Churches are known by your 
Excellency, whether in Great-Britain or America, 
thev will manifest themselves Christian Churches, 
and merit and enjoy a greater Share of your Pro- 
tection, Countenance, and even Recommendation 
(if necessary) to our most gracious Lord the King, 
and every zealous Protestant within his Realm. 

Done at our Church Meeting in New- York, 
July 17, [1771J, and by their Order signed. 

[The Governor's Reply.] 

Gentlemen 

THIS Mark of your Respect to me and my Fam- 
ily, is very agreeable to me. I thank you for 
your pious Supplications, and shall endeavour to 
the utmost of my Power, to give them Success, by 
promoting Virtue, and the best interests of the 
People committed to my Care. 

The Toleration Act, as friendly to the Rights 
of Conscience, and conducive to the strengthening 
of the Protestant Interest, does Honour to the Na- 
tion, and to that illustrious Prince then on the 
Throne, who was so eminently instrumental in 
the Establishment of civil and religious Liberty. 

- - - The Baptists may be assured, that his Maj- 
esty's faithful and loyal Subjects of every Prot- 
estant Denomination, will meet with my Counten- 
ance and Protection. 

WM. TRYON. 



15. — Lines of Travel, to and from New 

York, 1787. 

[From David C. Franks's The New-York Directory, 

for 1787.] 

BOSTON Stages set out from HALLS Tav- 
ern, No. 49, Cor8andt-8treet, every Monday and 
Thursday morning ; Passengers arrive in Boston 
in six Days, during the Summer Months, Mon- 
day, Wednesday, and Friday Mornings, and 
arrive in Boston at Four o'Clock, and return 
Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday evenings. — The 
Rate of Passage is 4d per mile. 

The ALBANY Stage sets out from the same 
Place, and on the same Days, and arrive at Albany 
in two days. Passengers pay 3d per Mile, and 
for every 150 lb. the same as for a Passenger. 

A Stage-Coach starts from HalPs Tavern 
every Day for King's-Bridge, and returns the 
Evening of the same Day, tor the Purpose and 
Amusement of Parties of Pleasure. 

PHILADELPHIA Stages - - - Two of them 
set out from Pawlus-Hook, at Four o'Clock 
every Evening, and go by the "Way of Newark, 
where they stop at N ight, and arrive at Phila- 
delphia the next Day. The others go by the 

Way of Bergen-Point, stop at Elizabeth-Town at 
Night, and arrive at Philadelphia the next 
Evening. 

A Stage-Boat sets out from the Albany-Pier, 
on every Monday and Thursday, for South-Am- 
boy; and the Stage-Waggon proceeds from 
thence to Burlington, and from that Place to 
Philadelphia. 

Another Boat sets out from Coenties-Slip, un- 
der the Care of John Thompson, every Saturday 
Morning, and if fair Wind, arrives at New- 
Brunswick the same Evening, and returns the 
Tuesday following for New-York. 



IV. — PAPERS CONCERNING THIT 
PROVINCE AND STATE OF MAINE. 
— Continued. 

3. — GOVERNOR AnDROS'S PROCLAMATION. 
[From an original copy.] 

BY HIS EXCELLENCY 

A 

PROCLAMATION, | 

WHEREAS His MAJESTY hath been 
gracioufly pleafed, by His Royal Let- 
ter, bearing Date the lixteenth day 
of O&ober last paft, to lignifie That He hath 
received undoubted Advice that a great and 
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fudden Invafion from Holland, with an armed 
Force of Forreigners and Strangers, will 
fpeedily be made in an hoftile manner upon 
His Majefty's Kingdom of ENGLAND ; and 
that altho' fome falfe pretences relating to 
Liberty, Property, and Religion, (contrived or 
worded with Art and Subtilty) may be given 
out, (as fliall be thought ufeful upon fucn an 
Attempt;) It is manifeft however, '(confider- 
ing the great Preparations that are making) 
That no lefs matter by this Invafion is pro- 
pofed ancf purpofed, than an abfolute Conqueft 
of His Majefty's Kingdoms, and the utter 
Subduing and Subjecting His Majefty and all 
His People to a Forreign Power, which is 
promoted (as His Majefty underftands) altho' 
it may feem almoft incredible) by fome of 
His Majefty's Subjects, being perfons of wick- 
ed and reftlefs Spirits, implacable Malice, 
and defperate Deiigns, who having no fence 
of former inteftine Diffractions, (the Memory 
and Misery whereof fhould endear and put a 
Value upon that Peace and Happinefs which 
hath long been enjoyed) nor being moved by 
His Majefty's reiterated Ads of Grace and 
Mercy, (wherein His Majefty hath ftudied 
and delighted to abound towards all His 
Subjects, and even towards those who were 
once His Majefty's avowed and open Ene- 
mies) do again endeavour to embroil His 
Majefty's Kingdom in Blood and Ruin, to 
gratifie their own Ambition and Malice, pro- 
pofing to themfelves a Prey and Booty in 
fuch a publick Confusion : 

And that although His Majefty had Notice 
that a forreign Force was preparing againft 
Him, yet His Majefty hath alwaies declined 
any forreign Succour, but rather hath chofen 
(next under GOD) to rely upon the true and 
ancient Courage, Faith and Allegiance of His 
own People, with whom His Majefty hath 
often ventured His Life for the Honour of 
His Nation, and in whofe Defence againft all 
Enemies His Majefty is firmly refolved to live 
and dye; and therefore does folemnly Con- 
jure His Subjects to lay afide all manner 
of Animofities, Jealoufies, & Prejudices, and 
* heartily & chearfully to Unite together in the 
Defence of His MAJESTT and their native 
Countrey, which thing alone, will (under 
GOD) defeat and fruftrate the principal Hope 
and Defign of His Majesty's Enemies, who 
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expect to find His People divided ; and by 
publifhing (perhaps) fome plaufible Reafons 
of their Coming, as the fpecious (tho' falfe) 
Pretences of Maintaining the Proteftant Re- 
ligion, or AfTerting the Liberties and Proper- 
ties of His Majefty's People, do hope thereby 
to conquer that great and renowned King- 
dom. 

That albeit the Defign hath been carried 
on with all imaginable Secrefie & Endeavours 
to furprife and deceive His MAJESTT, HE 
hath not been wanting on His part to make 
fuch provifion as did become Him, and, by 
GOD's great Bleffing, His Majefty makes no 
doubt of being found in fo good a Pofture 
that His Enemies may have caufe to repent 
fuch their rafh and unjuft Attempt. ALL 
WHICH, it is His Majefty's pleafure, fhould 
be made known in the mo ft publick manner 
to His loving Subjects within this His Ter- 
ritory and Dominion of NEW-ENGLAND, 
that they may be the better prepared to refifl 
any Attempts that may be made by His Ma- 
jefties Enemies in thefe parts, and fecured in 
their trade and Commerce with His Majefty'a 
Kingdom of England. 

I Do therefore, in purfuance of His MA- 
JES TTs Commands, by these Prefents. 
make known and Publijb the fame accord- 
ingly : And hereby Charge and Command 
all Officers Civil & Military, and all other 
His Majesty's loving Subjects within this His 
Territory and Dominion aforesaid, to be 
Vigilant and Careful in their respe&ive 
places and ftations, and that, upon the Ap- 
proach of any Fleet or Forreign Force, they 
be in Readinefs, and ufe their utmoft Endeav- 
our to hinder any Landing or Invafion that 
may be intended to be made within the fame 
Given at Fort- Charles at Pc ma quid, 
the Tenth Day of January, in 
the Fourth year of the Reign of 
our Sovereign Lord JAMES the 
Second, of England, Scotland, 
France and Ireland KING, De- 
fender of the Faith £«fr. Annoq ; 
DOMINI 1688. 

E ANDROS. 

By. His EXCELLENCY'S Command. 

JOHN WEST. &. Seer'. 
GOD SAVE THE KING. 

Printed at Bofton in New-England by R. P. 
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V.— SELECTIONS FROM PORTFO- 
LIOS IN VARIOUS LIBRARIES.— 
Continued. 

5. General Washington to Governor 
George Clinton.* 

Newburgh, 12* Augt 1783 
Dear Sir, 

I have received a call from Congress to repair 
to Princeton ; whether for any special purpose, 
or generally to remain there till the definitive 
Treaty shall arrive, the Resolvo is not expressive. 
— I mean therefore, if the intention of that hody is 
not more fully explained in a few days, to go 
prepared for the latter so soon as I can adjust 
matters here, and M^ Washington's health (for 
at present she is exceedingly unwell) will allow 
her to undertake the journey. 

As a measure of this kind will remove me to a 
distance & may for a considerable time separate 
us, and prevent frequent personal Interviews ; I 
should be much obliged to you for intimating to 
me— before I go — what will be necessary for me 
to do respecting our purchase of the Saratoga 
Springs. — I have money now by me, and shall, 
at any time, be ready to answer your call for this 
purpose. 

As I could wish also to lay myself out for the 
other matters we conversed upon, I should be 
glad, if, at your leizure, you would favor me with 
a general view of the plan in contemplation, and 
of the Agency I am to have in it : that I may 
not, in the one thing needful, be involved beyond 
my abilities ; or caught unprepared if the pur- 
chase is within the compass of my means. 

I do not take my leave of you at this time, be- 
cause I will, by some means or other, contrive to 
see you and M" Clinton before I leave this place, 
whether I go for a long or a short interval. — In 
the meanwhile with great truth & sincerity 
I am— D«" Sir 

Y r most affect* Serv* 

G° Washington 
His Exoellr 

Govern 1 " Clinton 



6. Mrs. Washington to Martha Washington 
Dandridge.* 

Mount Vernon February 12* 1801 
My dear Patty 

I send this letter for you to your Brother 
Julions by M David Randolph as a safe con- 



* From the Collection of Thomai Addle Emmett, M.D., of New 
YorkCitj. 



vnicee I wished it to get to your hands soon — in 
it I send three Hundred dollars one hundred dol- 
lars to your sister Polly one hundred dollars to 
Fanny and one hundred dollars for your self— in 
six fifty dollars bills — it is the entrest of M r L 
Lewis Bond that I gave to you and them. — 

I thank you my dear patty for your affec- 
tionate letter I have been and am at this time very 
much indisposed Nelly has been very unwell and 
Washington ill thank god he is getting better 
Fanny went to the city witt Mrs Law soon after 
christmas and has not returned yet — It will 
always give me pleasure to see yourv or either 
sister hear — I have ofter lamented the great dis- 
tance I am from you — my love and good Wishes 
to your mother sisters & Broth and believe me 

i'our ever affectionat M. Washington. 

Addressed] Miss M W Dandridge 



7. From Miss Eleanor Parke Custis, (Mrs. 
Washington's Grand-daughter) to Mrs. 
Wolcott.* * 

Mount Vernon December 28 l1 * 1797 
My Dear Madam, 

My Sister Law will I expect hand you this 
letter, as she intends visiting Philadelphia very 
shortly; We have anxiously wished to hear from 
you, & to be assured of your health, M r Wolcotta 
k your children's — I wrote to you in the Sum- 
mer & directed my Letter to Hartford, perhaps it 
has never reached you as I have not had the 
pleasure of an answer, — I hope soon to hear that 
yourself & family enjoy good health you are 
now no doubt in Philadelphia I congratulate 
you that the late epidemic has at last left that 
unfortunate City ; for its distressed inhabitants I 
have felt sincere sorrow & hope they will never 
again be visited with that dreadful fever. 

We have spent our Summer & Autumn very 
happily here, have in general been blessed with 
health — have had many very agreeable visitors — 
& are now contentedly seated round our Winter 
fireside, often speaking of, & wishing to see again 
our good friends in Philadelphia, but never re- 
gretting its amusements, or a life of ceremony. — 
I stay very much at home, have not been to the 
City for two or three months. 
My Grandparents, Brother, a nephew of the 
General, & your humble servant, compose the 
family at present, I never have a dull or lone- 
some hour never find a day too long, indeed time 
appears to fly, & I sometimes think the years are 
much shorter for some time past, than they ever 
were before. I am not very industrious, but I 
work a little, read, play on the Harpsichord, 



♦ From the Collection of Thomas Addle Emmett, H.D., 
New York City, 
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write, & walk, & find my time fully taken up 
with these several employments. 
My Mother & her young family are all well, 
My sister Peter has lately presented us with an- 
other little relation, a very fine girl, who is 
thought to be very like her Mother, I have never 
seen my sister since that event, but hear she is 

2uite well, 
send by my Sister Law, a cotton cord & tassels, 
which I lately made on purpose for you. I 
learnt last summer to make them I hope you 
will like it, & you will gratify me very muoh by 
wearing it in remembrance of me. 
Our friend Mrs Harrison is still in Alexandria A 
proposes spending this Winter there. She is 
quite well & I believe expects shortly to encrease 
her family. 

Mr GW Craik is at present very much indisposed 
from a violent cold, which was occasioned by his 
going out, & exposing himself too much some 
severe cold weather, that we have had lately : 
Poor young man, I fear he is not long for this 
world, & his Father probably will live to see 
all his children buried; I believe no parent ever 
had children more dutiful & better disposed than 
his are, he is much to be pitied, & M> Craik 
also, unless they can comfort themselves with re- 
flecting that their children were very deserving, 
& are gone to that Being who never fails to re- 
ward merit. — but I beleive when our feelings are 
so much hurt, by the loss of a worthy object, it 
is impossible to reason, with ourselves we are 
wholely ocoupied with our present affliction & 
cannot .immediately recollect any circumstances 
to alleviate or remove it. 

Alexandria has been very gay, Balls in abund- 
ance. I have never yet attended any of them, I 
expect soon to go to one When in a City, Balls 
are my favorite amusement but when in the 
Country I have no inclination for them & am 
too indolent in Winter to move to any distance 
from home for any species of amusement. 
I shall thank you to remember me affectionately 
to those Friends who may enquire about me par- 
ticularly M«-* Gatliff.— 

My Beloved GrandMamma joins me in love & 
best wishes to you &your Children, with all our 
compliments to Mr Wolcott. 

As the New Year is allmost here, I will con- 
clude with wishing you & yours, many very 
happy New Years each succeeding one happier 
than the last — 

& be assured, Dear Madam, that I 
am with perfect esteem & affection 
Yours 

Eleanob P. Custis 



8. — Robert Fulton to Thomas Law.* 

New Yobk April 16* 1812 
Dear Sir 

I have got your letter without a date but 
I presume it is from Washington, I agree to make 
the Ganges enterprise a Joint concern you will 
please to send me a plan how you mean to pro- 
ceed to secure a Grant for 20 years and find funds 
to establish the first boat. This work is so hon-. 
orable and important It is so grand an Idea that 
Americans Should establish steam Vessels to 
work in Ideaf that it requires Vigor, activity, ex- 
ertion, industry, attention, and that No time 
should be lost. My Paragon Beats every thing 
on this Globe, for mad as you and I are we can- 
not tell what is in the moon this Day she came 
in from Albany 160 miles in 26 hours wind 
ahead. Sincere esteem and respect to Charming 
amiable Mifflin, and the excellent Miss Boardly 
and her Mama 

Yours with esteem and 
.Respect 

Rob* Fulton 
Thob Law Esq 
Keep the Ganges Secret 



9. — General John Bbadstbeet to General 

Bbaddock.| 
Sir 

On my arrival here the 27th of this month 
I made it part of my business to be informed by 
the Indians who are constantly coming here 
from all quarters of the military proceedings of 
the French, and*by their accounts the french 
have sent the nine hundred and fifty men to the 
Ohio which I hope your Excellency received an 
account of by express from CoK Johnsons when 
I pass his house in my way to this place. The 
movements and activity of the French are such 
since that, that I think it my duty, and hope you 
will think I am right in sending your Excellenoy 
an account thereof by two trustee Indians across 
the country, Viz, that on the 25 ^ twelve Battoos 
past this place with men and provisions, the 27th 
Eleven, and this day eleven, which latter had 
nine small cannon on board, and they carry one 
with the other, & ten Men; and I am well in- 
formed there are more men preparing to set out 
from cataraque, and others daily expected from 
Mountreal there, and that the French are useing 
all their power and artifice to get as many Indi- 
ans with them to oppose you as they possibly 
can, and openly declare to the Indians they will 



* From the Collection of Dr. Thomas Addis Emmett of Now 
York, 
t India (?) 
t From the Collection of F. 8. Hoffman, Esq., New York. 
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send the whole force of Canada but they will 
carry their point One of the chiefs of the six 
Nations now here has undertaken to forward this 
letter with such dispatch that it will come to 
your Excellency's hands the ninth day from this 
time which will undoubtedly be before even the 
first of these three detachments can joine their 
Forces, therefore I am hopeful this information 
will bo of use to you. There are many Indians 
now hero and numbers are daily expected, and 
they appear to be very attentive to the proceed- 
ings between the French and us, and I hope your 
Excellency will forgive my mentioning that the 
giving them provisions ana well judg'd presents 
would be of very great use at this time. "Was I 
not fearful of this letters falling into the Frenches 
hands I should venture to say more to your Ex- 
cellency, and send you returns with an account 
of my proceedings, but shall dispatch a messin- 
ger to Colonel Shirley when there is no risk 
immediately — I am with the utmost respect 

Your Excellency's 
P. S. Most Obedient and 

The troops are all very Most humble Servant 
well and in good spirits. Jn°. Bradstreet 

I shall directly acquaint 
the several Governors of what 
is past and the information I 
have had. 

Oswego 29u» May 1755 

His Exc> General Braddock &c &o 



VL— THE SECOND m CLASSICAL 
SCHOOL IN IREDELL CO. (THEN 
ROWAN CO.) NORTH CAROLINA. 

By Professor E. F. Rockwell, of Davidson Col- 
lege, N. C. 

The most important school, in its day, in this 
part of the State, was the one called u Clio's Nur- 
u sery :" either becauso it was put under the care 
of the first of the Muses, or because it was the road 
to honor and reputation. It was situated near the 
junction of the South Yadkin River and Snow 
Creek, about ten miles North of where the town 
of Statesville now stands, the Court House of the 
County, but before the County was separated from 
Rowan— on the ancient map, in the neighbor- 
hood of Robert King, Jas. King, John Sharp, and 
William Sharp.* 

It is not well determined, either in what year 
this school began or came to a close. It is gen- 
erally admitted, however, that Rev. James Hall, 

♦ " The ancient map," here referred to, will be re-produoed 
In the January number of this work,— En. Hut. Mao. 



D.D., was influential in getting it up. He returned 
from college, at Princeton, N. J., in 1774, and 
was licensed to preach the gospel, in 1 776. Judgfr 
Longstreet, of Georgia, now President of the 
University of South Carolina, in an Oration on 
the death of Rev. Moses Waddell, (son of Wm. 
Waddell, on the map,) the President of Athens 
College, Georgia, and who obtained his early 
education at the Clio School, says that it began 
before the Revolution. A man now living in the 
Western Country says that it closed, in 1787. 

Martin's History of the State asserts that there 
were only two public schools in 1776, one at 
Edenton, the other at Newbern; both very remote 
from this locality. But he is speaking of Acad- 
emies incorporated by the Legislature.* The 
Clio Academy, though having Trustees, was not 
thus incorporated. Among the names of the 
teachers as given by tradition, are Rev. Jas. Mc- 
Ewen — the brother-in-law of Rev. Dr. Hall — Rev. 
Francis Cummins; Samuel Harris — the brother 
of Dr. Charles Harris, of Cabarrus Co., who was 
afterwards graduated at Princeton College, in 
1787 — was a tutor there, in 1788, and died the next 
year: Samuel W. Young, who went from there 
to Winnsboro, S. C. j John Newton, licensed by 
Orange Presbytery, in 1783, under whom Jas. W. 
Stevenson was an assistant: after them was 
Charles Caldwell, mentioned again below, under 
whom, it would seem, the school came to a close; 
and he left it to re-establish the Crowfield Sohool, 
in Centre Congregation, as already described. 
We do not suppose that we have given the above 
names in the right order of time, except the first 
and the last, which are well ascertained. Dr. 
Charles Caldwell, a native of Cabarrus Co., once 
a Professor in a Medical College in Philadelphia, 
who removed from there to Lexington, Ky., and 
who recently died at Louisville, Ky., in a letter 
to Hugh R. Hall, Esqr.,of Iredell Co., dated March 
12, 1847, says : " I succeeded Mr. Harris about 
" the year 1785 or 6, and continued at the head 
u of the school about two years ; when I with- 
" drew from it by invitation to aid in the estab- 
lishment [i.e. re-establishment] of a similar 
"institution in Centre Congregation, near the 
" residence of Col. Osborne, [about twenty miles 
u off.] It was certainly suspended for a time, if 
u not permanently closed ; my memory suggest- 
u ing to me the latter issue, from its oommence- 
" ment, if I am not mistaken, the Clio School 
u flourished : during: the regime of my immedi- 
u ate predecessor and myself, I know it did." 

In his Autobiography, published since his 
death, he says: a I was induced by a compli- 
"mentary invitation and the prospect of a lib- 
" eral income, to place myself at the head of a 



* See Martin, li, 195, Daris' Reriial Lawf, N. 0., In 1773, 
*», 478. 
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* large and flourishing Grammar Sohool, situated 
a in a remote and wealthy section of the State. 
" That institution had at aU times been previously 
"under the direction of gentlemen somewhat 
u advanced in years, and of acknowledged schol- 
"arship; and it contained, at the time of my 
u appointment to it, several pupils from five to ten 
"years older than myself." In another place he 
speaks of " this institution as the Snow Creek 

* Seminary, from being situated on a stream of 
« that name, not far from the foot of the Bushy 
u Mountains." It was in an elevated and healthy 
region surrounded with beautiful scenery, in the 
midst of, perhaps at that time, the most thickly 
settled neighborhood, in what is now Iredell 
County. Here were the pious and respectable 
families of Sharps, Kings, Adamses, &c. The 
names of many who, in whole or in part, were 
educated there are furnished by the memories 
of the aged. Some of them rose to eminence 
in various departments of public life. 

Rev. Richard King, a native of that County, and 
who was prepared at this school for a higher insti- 
tution, in a letter to a friend, in 1822, remarks of 
some of the Clio students, as Dr. Jas. Blythe and 
others, who had risen to eminence : *' Those 
" great men must all call Iredell their literary 

* cradle, where they first courted the Muses, and 
*" from whence thev started for the goal of fame. 
u They are determined to be of the great men of 
u the earth, and they will be so." Of this same 
Richard King, Dr. C. Caldwell remarked that 
" he was brilliant and imposing, in both mind and 
u person; * * * and he became one of the 
u ablest and most evangelical preachers. In elo- 
quence, especially, he was rarelv surpassed." 
Other names found on the list of students are 
Judge Edward Harris, of this State j Judge Smith, 
of Alabama ; Dr. Moses Waddell, late President 
of Athens College, Ga.; Rev. H. Bowman; 
Felix Walker, Member of Congress from the 
Western District of this State : Sain Alexander 
and Dr. Joseph Alexander, of Mecklenburg; Dr. 
Charles Harris, of Cabarrus Co.; Geo. W. Camp- 
bell, of Tennessee, Secretary of the U. S. Treas- 
ury in 1814, and afterwards Minister to Russia ; 
and many others. Indeed, in its day, this school 
was of more importance than commonly sup- 
posed. There was no College within a moderate 
distance, to which students in this back country 
could resort, and this almost filled the place of 
one. 

In the letter of Dr. Caldwell, above referred 
to, he states that " the exercises were Greek, Latin, 
a English Belle Lettres, Geography, Algebra, 
u Practical Surveying, and the principles of Nav- 
igation." Except in a few instances, neither 
Experimental Philosophy nor Astronomy was 
made a study. English Composition and Public 
Speaking received special attention; and once 



every year was held what was called a PubUe 
Exhibition, where speeches were delivered, dia- 
logues spoken, and plays acted on a stage erect- 
ed in the open air, and the whole community 
joined the audience. 

As we learn from old people, who received ac- 
counts of these Exhibitions from their ances- 
tors, they filled a place in the public mind equal 
to the Commencements in our modern Colleges. 
The Trustees met at the house of Lawyer Wm. 
Sharpe, in the vicinity, and marched with the 
Faculty and Students, accompanied with music, 
to the Academy, making as much display as on 
a similar occasion now. 

Dr. Moses Waddell was heard to say, long 
after he left this part of the country, that the 
Languages were taught at this school better than 
in any other place in the State, at that time. 
What brought this school to a close is not 
known. The burning of the building caused 
some excitement throughout the country at that 
time. The incendiary was never discovered, 
though some of the students were arrested on 
suspicion. With the burning of the house the 
school was suspended, and for some reason was 
not resumed : and probably, as Dr. Caldwell 
states, about 1787. Just before that, Rev. S. E. 
McCorcle, D.D., began his school at "Zion- 
" Parnassus," in Rowan; and just after that, 
Rev. Jas. Hall, D.D., commenced his Scientific 
School, at his own house, near Bethany Church. 
To this, Ebenezer Academy, so long and ably 
conducted by Hugh R. Hall, Esq., may be re- 
garded as a successor. But that has ceased for 
several years. 

Davidson College, N. C, 1866. 



VIL— BOOKS. 
1. — Recknt Publications, 

1.— History of the United States, from the Discovery of 
the American Continent. By George Bancroft. Vol. ix. 
Boston : Little, Brown & Co., 1806. Octaro, pp. 505. 

More than thirty years have elapsed since the 
first volume of this work silently and timidly 
sought the favor of the reading public ; and the 
learned author, with singular diligence, has sub- 
sequently spent the best years of his life in add- 
ing volume after volume to the series and in 
making more perfect than before, his narrative 
of the " History of the United States." 

Of that History, no portion is more important 
nor more complicated than that which Mr. Ban- 
croft has apportioned to this volume ; and there 
is none which will more severely tax the patience 
of the student or more severely test the author's 
capacity as a Historian. 
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The story of the Congress of 1776 and its sev- 
erance of the recognised ties with which the 
thirteen Colonies had been bound to the Mother 
Country, was told in the volume which immedi- 
ately preceded this ; and the veteran author, in 
the volume before us, has undertaken to tell his 
readers concerning the events of our History 
which were crowded into the period immediately 
succeeding the Declaration or the Independence 
of the Colonies, and ending with the conclusion 
of the Treaty with the King of the French, early 
in 1778. His narrative, therefore, must tell, with 
greater or less minuteness, of the adaptation of 
existing Monarchical institutions ana Govern- 
ments, in America, to the newly established Re- 
{mblioan system ; of the accommodation, more or 
ess sincere, of aristocratic prejudices and opin- 
ions, of haughty aspirations and reckless ambi- 
tions, to the same unusual standard ; of the for- 
mal organization, from the debris of the disband- 
ed Colonies, of thirteen " Free, Sovereign, and 
u Independent " States; of the establishment, 
therein, of as many separate and distinct Gov- 
ernments ; of the attempted formation, between 
those thirteen diverse, and sometimes antago- 
nistic, Republics, of a Confederation and Perpet- 
ual League of Friendship ; and of the establish- 
ment of Diplomatic relations between those 
States — yet disunited, unless by the cohesive 
power of a common danger — and the radically 
antagonistic Monarchies of the old World, tie 
must tell us, also, in this volume, of " War and 
••rumors of War"— of an overwhelming army 
of invasion, hanging on the borders, and of 
nothing more than a badly-organized, badly-sus- 
tained, and badly-handled handful of insurgents, 
within, to oppose its progress ; of lamentable ig- 
norance in some of the popular leaders, both 
civil and military, and of a cowardly and mis- 
chievous disaffection in others ; of a serious luke- 
warmness among the masses, and of intrigues and 
corruption within the Congress ; of the disastrous 
overthrow of the insurgents, and the successful 
occupation of the city of New York, by the 
Royal Troops; of the subsequent retreats of 
each of the opposing forces, successively, through 
Westchester County and the Jerseys ; of coward- 
ice at Bedford and Kip's Bay, and treachery at 
Fort Washington; of the disastrous Campaign 
of 1777, terminating in the loss of Philadelphia, 
and the counteracting glories of the Northern 
Campaign of that year, which resulted in the 
oapture of an army and an Alliance with France. 
He must tell us, also, of the political somersault 
of John Jay and the defection of Charles Lee, 
of the gallantry of Thomas Knolton and the dis- 
astrous stupidity of Henry Knox, of Putnam's 
imbecility and Schuyler's masterly generalship. 
All these subjects, and more than these, must 
find places in this volume ; and the importance 



of the task which Mr. Bancroft imposed upon- 
himself, in its preparation, justified, if it did not 
demand, the long-continued, earnest, and extend- 
ed research of which it is evidently the result 

We shall inquire, hereafter,, how completely 
and how impartially, whether justly or unjustly, 
accurately or the reverse, Mr. Bancroft has dis- 
charged his self-imposed duty ; and, as the ques- 
tion has been agitated elsewhere, we shall also 
inquire into the validity of his claim, or that of 
his friends, for him, to be considered the leading 
historian of our country. Until that time, we 
must dismiss the subject 



2. — A Historical Discourse, delivered in the First Reformed 
Protestant Dutch Church of Tarry town, N. F., by Rev. Abel 
T. Stewart. May 13, 1866. New York : Sine anno. Octavo, 40. 

This discourse, if we understand the matter 
correctly, was a species of farewell sermon, by 
the late Pastor of the "old Church," at Sleepy- 
Hollow ; and it has been issued in a very neat 
style, by the Consistory of that venerable body. 

We are sorry to say,. however, that it is not 
such a sermon as so able a preacher as Mr. Stew- 
art should have delivered on such an occasion. 
The liberal, but silent, use which he made, in its 
preparation, of Bolton's History of West Chester 
County, having afforded ample leisure for the in- 
vestigation, in other quarters, of the subjects on 
which that industrious author threw an imperfect 
light, Mr. Stewart owed it to himself and to the 
venerable Church whom he had served, as well 
as to all who have read the story of Sleepy- 
Hollow or who are bound to that sacred spot dv 
other ties, either to have performed his work 
properly or wholly neglected it. 

Mr. Stewart, for instance, appears to have 
taken it for granted that the Church was organ- 
ized in 1694, (p. 14) without alluding to its ex- 
istence at an earlier date, notwithstanding the 
Records of the Church bear evidence of the for- 
mal thanks of that body, by Resolution, to Mar- 
farita Hardenbrock, the first wife of Vrederyck 
elypsen, who died in 1662. (Bolton's West 
Chester, i. 322.) This existence, as an organized 
body, prior to 1694 is also confirmed by the re- 
cord, on the Church books, that "these first 
" Christian inhabitants, in this heathenism/' first 
"endeavored to live as true Christians," — ♦'they 
" thought it very necessary to meet together at a. 
" convenient place on the Lord's day, to pray to 
"God with the whole heart, and praise and bless 
" Him with psalms and hymns" — and, after ex- 
periencing in this primitive organization, the 
want of a minister, they called, in 1697, Domine 
Bartholf, to preach for them. Why could not Mr. 
Stewart have inquired and told us something of 
the 8m all beginnings of the infant Church and of 
its early members, instead of contenting himself, 
as he has done, with hashing up and -serving 
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anew, the scanty material supplied by Mr. Bol- 
ton ; or with unnecessarily recounting the Revo- 
lutionary incidents in the histories of Virginia 
and Massachusetts, (pp. 10, 11 ;) or detailing the 
history of the Church of Cortlandt, near Peeks- 
kill {pp. 21-26) or that of the Church at Green- 
ville ? Why was not the peculiar character of 
this Church and of its membership, prior to the 
Revolution — when the former was the creature 
of the Phillips family, as much as was the- 
neighboring Mill : the latter, merely a body of 
Feudal tenantry, clustering around their " Lord " 
and his "Manor-house," as villains clustered 
around their Lords, five hundred years ago ? 

We are surprised, also, that Adolphus Philipse 
has been described by Mr. Stewart, as the u son- 
"in-laio" of Mrs. Catharina [van Cortlandt] Phil- 
ipse (p. 18) while the record was before him, 
and quoted on page 8, that he was, in fact, the 
son of Margarita, the first wife of Catharina's 
husband, and consequently the stepson of the 
latter. 

We regret, also, that no authority has been 
given as evidence that Mr. Philipse "removed 
u [from Yonk&rs] to Tarrytown," as stated on 
page 18 — we do not believe that he ever u re- 
u moved," as we understand that term — and may 
we not also protest against the loose manner in 
which Mr. Stewart has copied the only epitaph 
which he gives in this sermon? (p. 33.) The 
original is as follows ; and it should have been 
thus printed, or not at all : 

of. oJt. 

In Memory of 

Mr. Isaac Martlings 

who was Inhumanely slain 

by Nathaniel 

Underhill May 26th 

AD 1779 

In the 39th Year 
of his Age, 

The photographic view of the old meeting 
house and that of the ancient communion service, 
are appropriate illustrations to this work ; and 
will serve to make it more welcome, both to 
strangers and to those who, like ourself, recognize 
the " old church-yard" as their, probably, final 
resting place, on earth. 

3.— The National Academy of Design. Ceremonies on the 
occasion of laying the oorner stone, October 21st, 1863. and the 
inauguration of the building April 27th. 1865. New York: 
Miller & Mathews. 1865. Large Octavo, pp. 01. 

The title-page, of which the above is a copy, 
will indicate to the reader the contents of one 



of the most elegant volumes of the day, which 
we have recently received from our friend, Mr. 
Mathews. 

It contains the entire proceedings of the Acad- 
emy, on the occasion of laying the corner-stone 
of its building as well as on that of its formal 
dedication to purposes of Art; and it has been 
issued in a dress which reflects equal credit on 
the Printer and the Publishers. Indeed, we do 
not recollect any specimen of workmanship from 
the Alvord Press, which surpasses it in beauty, 
barring an occasional impression of the press- 
man's fingers ; and a finer specimen of stone-en- 
graving than that displayed in the frontispiece, ia 
seldom seen. 

The edition numbered two hundred copies. 

4.— The early history of Southampton, L. /., New York* 

with Genealogies. By Geo. Rogers Howell. New York : J. N. 
Hal lock, 1866. Duodecimo, pp. 318. 

This volume appears to have been the attempt 
of a country Pastor to perpetuate the records of 
the town in which he lives ; and, although his 
task has not been well done, we are disposed to 
take the will for the deed, and to credit him, ac- 
cordingly. He has done better than many others 
would nave done, under similar circumstances; 
and his publication of so many of the family 
records of the ancient families of the vicinity, is 
a work for which, if he had done no more, he 
would have been entitled to the gratitude of 
every Long Islander. 

We are sorry, however, that we cannot say as- 
much for his Publisher, whose part of the under- 
taking has been most snamefally performed, and 
will afford a warning to all who might otherwise; 
feel disposed to extend their patronage to him. 

5.— The Lost Cause ; a new Southern History of the War of 
the Confederates. * * Drawn from official sources, and ap- 
proved by the most distinguished confederate leaders. By E, 
A. PoUard, of Vii ------ . - - ~ 

Octavo, pp. 752. 



A. PoUard, of Virginia. New York: £. B. Treat & Co., 1866. 



. t lSt 



Our readers are generally acquainted with the 
character and influence of the Richmond (Va.) 
Examiner, during the recent war ; and they can 
readily understand the opportunity to obtain full 
and authentic information, which its Editor pos- 
sessed. The volume before us is the work of that 
Editor ; and, although in some of its features it 
may be different from the tone of that paper, 
"during the war" — circumstances often alter 
cases — it is sufficiently anti-* 4 Federal " and anti- 
u Jeff-Davis," to represent one phase of Southern 
opinion and Southern purposes, and to throw 
what, to us, is new light on a great subject 

The first four chapters are occupied with a re- 
trospect of our political history, from 1774 until 
I860 — a portion of the work which may be 
profitably read and studied, by both the North 
and the South. 
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The author first discusses the value of the Fed- 
eral principle, in the abstract; and, applying his 
theory to the case of the United States, he evidently 
considers that the Union of these States has per- 
formed its mission, in this portion of the Conti- 
tineot He then examines, in detail, the various 
measures which led to the establishment, between 
the States, of the Constitution for the United 
States, the various defects in that instrument, and 
the various measures in which, from time to 
time, the ruling majority of the day has disre- 
garded its express provisions or exercised author- 
ity for which it afforded no warrant. 

In this portion of his work, Mr. Pollard is 
nerally very well informed and very clear in 
statements ; but he sometimes fails, we think, 
to discover or to employ the exa^t truth of the 
matter which he discusses. For instance, he ap- 
pears to suppose that the Articles of Confedera- 
tion were entirely abrogated by the ratification 
of the Constitution, whereas the latter, in fact, 
only amended the former and abrogated those 
portions of the Articles which were inconsist- 
ent with the provisions of the last Constitutional 
enactment of the sovereign powers. He also con- 
founds a representation, in the Federal House of 
Representatives, of the individual polls of the 
inhabitants, with that of " the People " of the 
several States (pp. 38, 39). The first of these errors 
leads him to consider the Union as "formed 
* under the Constitution/' (p. 37) and therefore as 
loose in its character as are tae terms of that 
instrument : the last leads him into the popular 
terror that " the People " and " the States " are 
different bodies and possessing different powers. 
The former, leads him, also, to consider the as- 
sumption by the Congress,* or the Federal Ju- 
diciary, or the President of the United States, of 
unauthorized powers, as a mere invasion of re- 
served, but unnamed&nd uncertain rights, instead of 
a nullification of Constitutional provisions, clearly 
expressed and entirely unmistakable in their 
character : the latter, it seems to us, disqualifies 
him for a proper understanding of this part of 
his subject, in all its parts. By the first, he is 
led to deny the continuity of the Union, under 
the Confederation, from the beginning, in 1781, 
until now : by the last, he confounds the individ- 
ual inhabitants of the territory of a State with 
the membership of the Commonwealth, in the last 
of whom, alone, rests the entire political authority 
of the State. 

Still further, Mr. Pollard unwisely, we think, 
because incorrectly, considers the " Free-soil " 
•element as Abolition in character — a statement 
which is exactly opposite to the Truth and en- 
tirely unnecessary in his argument 

The "Free-soil" party expressly disclaimed 
the right of Congress, or any other body than the 
•everaJ States, each for itself, to abolish or inter- 



fere with slavery within those States — even this 
doctrine was maintained by the organizations, at 
a later period, which were organized and sus- 
tained by William and John Jay, John P. Hale, 
Salmon P. Chase, Henry Wilson, etc. — and there 
were no more rigid btates-Rights men in the 
South, on the subject of slavery at least, than 
were the leaders and the masses Of the " Free- 
" soil " men of the North. It was one thing, we 
admit, to claim Federal action on Slavery, as the 
! South claimed, in the Fugitive Slave-bill, and 
another to deny that the Federal authorities had 
anything to do with Slaves or Slavery, fugitive 
or at home, — that it was purely a local Institu- 
tion, — as was unequivocally maintained by the 
; Free-soil ers : we need not indicate which of the 
1 two theories was most indicative of a regard for 
"States-Rights," and which was most aggressive 
or most "abolition" in character. It was one 
thing to claim that the Statutes of a Slave-State, 
under which her citizens legally held Negroes in 
bondage, were legitimate and sovereign within 
her own boundaries, as aU admitted : it was anoth- 
er, to claim that the provisions of those Statutes 
were legally effective beyond the bounds of the 
State which had enacted them, even in Territories 
which did not lie within hundreds of miles from 
the Commonwealth which had enacted them, as 
was maintained by the great body of the South. 
The Rights of the several States, within their 
respective Territories, all freely admitted : where 
then was the " abolitionism" talked of? The exist- 
ence of any such Rights, beyond those bounds, was 
properly denied by the Free-soilers of the North, 
and improperly demanded by the South. Why 
then, could not Mr. Pollard tell his readers the 
truth, that the resolute inconsistency of Southern 
leaders, in claiming, justly, for the several States, 
the sole right to control Slavery within their re- 
spective territories, at the same time that they 
claimed, unjustly, the right to extend their Slave- 
laws, thus enacted, beyond the States which had 
enacted them,— even into other States whose Stat- 
utes forbade Slavery within their borders, — was 
the opposite of their professed regards for " States- 
" Rights ; " and that the rigid opposition in the 
North, to that selfish, suicidal inconsistency was 
exactly the opposite of a tendency to "Abo- 
lition" ? Wny did he not say that the anxiety 
of the South, to fasten on the Inderal authorities 
the duty of catching and surrendering fugitive 
slaves, which the Constitution had imposed upon 
the individual States, was the opening of a door, 
by his own "section," which warranted the 
North in a further interference with the subject? 
Why did he not tell the whole Truth, that in its 
illegal endeavors to make Slavery a Federal sub- 
ject, on one branch of it, the South threw into 
the hands of the stronger party, an excuse for the 
illegal control of that which belonged, originally 
and properly, solely to itself? 
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We are glad, notwithstanding what we con- 
ceive to be his errors on some subjects, that Mr. 
Pollard has written this book. We need relia- 
ble Histories of " the Lost Cause," from the sev- 
eral Southern stand-points; and no one, better 
than he, could have been found to record the 
anti-Davis version of it. He has done his pecu- 
liar work well, and students will thank him for 
It ; just as they will thank some equally intelli- 

fent friend of Mr. Davis to tell us the story as 
e understands it 

The work is very neatly printed and illustra- 
ted — among the portraits we find one of W. M. 
Mason — ana is offered for sale only to subscrib- 
ers. 



8.— History of Julius Casar. Vol. II., Wars in Gaol. New 
York : Harper & Bro. 1800. Octavo, pp. xr, 050. 

In this volume we have the third and fourth 
Chapters of the Emperor's biography of Julius 
Crcsar, embracing the Campaign against the 
Helvetii, A.U.C. 696; that against Ariovistus, 
A.U.C., 696 ; the war against the Belgae, A.U.C., 
697 * the insurrection of the Veneti and other 
man time peoples, A.ILC, 698; his expeditions 
to Britain, A.U.C., 699 and 700 • etc., together 
with a survey of the events at Rome, from 696 

' until 705, ending with the celebrated passage of 
the Rubicon, in the latter year. 

The conflicting opinions of those who are 
much better versed in the subject treated in this 
volume than we are, have been shared so gener- 
ally, on either side, by the great body of our 
readers, that nothing need be said by us concern- 
ing the intrinsic merits of the Emperor's pro- 
ductions ; yet we may be permitted to say that 
we have read the narrative, as presented in the 
edition before us, with entire satisfaction. The 

• story is told without affectation or apparent effort: 
the style is easy and graceful : the authorities, 

•at the foot, are of unquestionable worth and 
sufficiently abundant: and the beauty of the 
typography, in view of the commercial character 
of the work, is all that should be desired. 

7.-H# Works of the Right Honorable Edmund Burke. 
Revised Edition. Vol. VIII. Boston: Little, Brown & Co. 
1800. Octavo, pp. It, 480. 

We have already invited the attention of our 
Teaders to the very elegant edition of Burke's 
Works, of which this is the eighth volume ; and 
we need only say that the beauty of the former 
issues is fully sustained by this. 

The Contents relate entirely to the affairs of 
the East Indies. 



8.— The Science of Government in connection with Amer- 
ican Institutions. By Joseph Alden, D.D., LL.D. New York : 
Sheldon & Co. 1800. Duodecimo, pp. 248. 

The object of this book is said "to aid the 



"young in acquiring the knowledge necessary 
" for the discharge of their duties as citizens of 
" the United States " — certainly, one of the great- 
est importance, and worthy the attention of the 
most able of our citizens. 

Mr. Alden begins by telling his readers that 
"civil society is an institution of God — is of 
" divine origin. God made men to live together 
" in a social civilized state ;" etc. just as if there 
was no difference between a merely social organ- 
ization and a " civil society." God, it is true, did 
institute the family relations; but we fail to 
perceive where he instituted any other ; and we 
imagine the " civil society " of which Dr. Alden 
speaks so freely — the Commonwealth — is an in- 
vention of man, in order to provide for his 
growing wants. 

He tells us, alt>o, of the nature of man, which 
requires society, in order to prevent extinction of 
the race, and to provide for the development of 
his intellect; ana he concludes, for that reason, 
that u Civil society, or the State, is not a volun- 
" tary association as some have taught " — giving 
I to that body a divine origin ; and, necessarily, 
considering that any tinkering of the Constitu- 
tion of the State is a blasphemous presumption 
on the part of the citizen. 

Throughout the entire volume, he mixes the 

" civil" and the "social" compacts, with ludicrous 

coolness: and, in his argument, he jumps from 

one to the other, and back again, with all the 

I dexterity of a clown in the circus; but how, by 

1 these performances, he can "aid the young in 

I " acquiring knowledge" is not very evident We 

| commend to his attention and careful study, the 

; Bill of Rights and Frame of Government of the 

Constitution of Massachusetts, in order that by 

the comparison of its terms with his own, he may 

learn how little he knows on the subject of which 

he assumes to become a teacher. 

He tells us that **men become members of civil 
" society — of the State — by the act of God ;" and, 
we suppose that he considers it is by the same 
power — the Almighty actof God — that any are ex- 
cluded from that association. What nonsense to 
suppose, as he must suppose, that the disfranchised 
Irishman, fresh from his native bogs, is made a 
member of the State of New York, "by the act of 
" God," rather than by his own act and that of 
the General Committee at Tammany Hall ! 

Mr. Alden next declares himself a believer in 
the doctrine of " State-sovereignty ;" (pp. 13-15) 
and in this portion of his treatise, his ideas are 
consistent, intelligent, and clearly expressed: 
concerning suffrage, however, he seems to have 
no fixed opinion, and offers none. 

He tells us, also, that " Liberty is the remit of 
" law — not as many suppose, of the absence of 
" Law." We need not say that the author of such 
a sentence is as ignorant of the nature of Liberty 
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and its origin, as be is of the character and 
origin of a State. The normal condition of 
mankind, a state of bondage ! What nonsense. 

He recognizes the practical authority of " the 
u higher law" and the duty of every one to dis- 
regard a statute which, in his opinion, conflicts 
with that a higher law ;" yet he maintains that 
a Government, de facto, should always be obeyed, 
even in cases when it exists in defiance of the 
Constitution and the Laws of the Land. 

He briefly narrates the origin of the Confed- 
eration and of the Constitution, in which his 
statements are often entirely without foundation; 
and he closes with a review of the different pro- 
visions of the Constitution, a brief notice of each 
of the State Constitutions, and a synopsis of what 
he considers International Law. 



Q.—Semi-centennial Memorial Discourse of the Aeio York 
Sunday-School Union, delivered on the Evening of the 25th of 
February, I860, in the R. D. Church, In Fifth Avenue. By 
Bev. Isaac Ferris, D.D., President of the Union. Published at 
the request of the Board of Managers. N*w York : 1800. Duo- 
declmo, pp. 120. 

We have received from the venerable Author" 
a copy of this interesting little volume, in which 
he has traced the rise and progress of the Sun- 
day-School movement from its origin, in Glou- 
cester : particularly its progress in the ctiy of 
New York, from 1y94 until the present d&y. 

In the course of his remarks, Doctor Ferris 
noticed, First, the origin of the New York Sun- 
day-School Union; Second, its early history and 
progress; Third, The Instrumentalities which 
have given it its Efficiency : Fourth, The Results 
which have been attained; and Fifth, The Les- 
sons suggested by its History ; and the thorough- 
ness with which he has discharged his duty, in the 
examination of each of these branches of nis sub- 
ject, may serve as a model for those who shall 
follow him in the discharge of similar duties. 

We have read the little volume with great 
satisfaction ; and it commends itself both to the 
collector of works on New York City and to the 
friends of Sunday-Schools. 

10.— A Youth's History of the Great Civil War in th% United 
States, from 1861 to 1805. New York : Van Evrie, Horton, k 
Co. 1800. Small octavo, pp. 384. 

We have here a small history of the War, 
written, we are told, from " the Democratic stand- 
point," whatever that may be. 

The author occupies the first one hundred 
pages with a retrospect of the rise of parties and 
their distinguishing features, from the beginning 
of the country's existence until the opening of 
the War; ana he has executed this portion of his 
work with commendable diligence, although not 
always in such a calm and dignified spirit as be- 
cometh the Historian of such events. There is 
this merit, however, in all that he says, he is 



fearless in the expression of his well-defined^ 
opinions ; and we must respect him, even while 
we sometimes differ from him in opinion. 

Concerning the latter portion of the volume, 
relating to the War itself; we can say little that 
is favorable, when considered as u a Youth's His- 
" tory." It lacks that calm, dispassionate tone 
which every History should possess^, and resem- 
bles a campaign document rather than a volume 
for the instruction of any one. We regret that it 
has been either written or published, with its 
present title. 

11.— Third Annual Report of the Board of Directors, the 
Librarian, and the Treasurer, presented at the Annual Meet- 
ing of the Long Island Historical Society, May, 1800. Brook- 
lyn, 1800. Octavo, pp. 70. 

This handsome pamphlet furnishes a history 
of the Society during its Third fiscal year: and 
we are glad to perceive that its prosperity keeps 
up with the expectations of its founders. 

Fifteen papers, on historical subjects, were- 
read before the Society, and eight on scientific 
subjects, before the Department of Natural His- 
tory. Twenty-three hundred bound volumes and 
twenty-seven hundred pamphlets were added to 
its Library; and a great number of specimens, 
relics, etc. for its Cabinet. Upwards of eight 
hundred members are enrolled on its books ; and 
it has been enabled to both « lengthen its cords 
"and strengthen its stakes," in the city of its 
habitation. 

The Society is judiciously managed; and we 
rejoice to learn that its importance is recognized 
by those for whose benefit it was organized. 

12.— Catalogue of the Museum and Gallery of Art of the 
New York Historical Society. 1800. New York : 1800. Oc- 
tavo, pp. vlil, 72, 04. 

The volume before us contains, First, a pic- 
torial Catalogue of the Abbott Collection of 
Egyptian Antiquities ; and, Second, a Catalogue 
of the Society's Gallery of Art — the former said 
to be unequaled, even in Europe, for its specimens 
of the smaller objects of Egyptian Antiquity; 
the latter probably uneqnaled in interest, by any 
other Gallery in America. 

The Society now affords to its members and 
their families and friends, and to strangers in- 
troduced by a member, one of the most agreeable 
stopping-places in the city; and we are glad to 
know that it is fast becoming, what it should be, 
one of the most influent al Societies in the world, 
and one of the most useful. 



IS.— Account of the Great Conflagration in Portland, July 
4th and 5th, 1800, by John Neal ; and a New Bnsinen Guide, 

giving RomovaU, Changes In Buainess, *o. Portland : 1800. 
ctavo, pp. 04, vlil, Civ.] 

This is just such a description of the fire as 
John Neal might be expected to write— words- 
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words, wobds. Will not Mr. Willis or some 
more capable writer than the author of this 
sketch, leave a record of the facts attending 
this disaster, for the benefit of those who shall 
come after us ? 



14.— Annual Reports upon the Common Schools of New 
Hampshire. 1801-5. Concord : 1801-'5. Oetaro ; pp. [1801] 
890, [1802] 304 J0C18O3] 30, 200 ; .1864] 304 ; U805] 120. 

We are indebted to our friend, Captain W. P. 
Goodwin, of Concord, for these interesting records 
of the Educational apparatus employed by New 
Hampshire, for the instruction of her children, 
from which we learn that she numbered, in 1865, 
2299 school districts; that 77,681 children at- 
tended school not lees than two weeks each, 
averaging 49,745 : 3538, between four and four- 
teen years of age, attended no schools. The 
average wages paid were, to males, $32.60, and 
to females, $16.61 per month ; and the numbers 
employed were 568 of the former and 3352 of the 
latter. 

We shall take an early opportunity to compare 
these statistics with those, on the same subject, 
of the Board of Education in the City of New 
York — the former representing one of the bright 
spots of rural civilization ; the other, one of the 
sinks of municipal ignorance, vice, and crime, if 
the newspapers of the day are to be believed. 

15.— Annual Reports of the American Institute of the City 
of New York, for the years 1801-4. Albany, 1802-5. Octavo : 
1801, pp. [2] 581 ; 1802, pp [2] 522 ; 1803, pp. vill, 004 ; 1804, 
pp. vM, 731. 

We have here four successive yearly issues of 
the American Institute, one of tne oldest, best 
known, and most useless of American associa- 
tions. 

In the volumes before us, which were printed 
by the State, we have not on] v the reports of the 
Trustees of the Institute and those of its Library 
Committee, Finance Committee, Managers of the 
Annual (?) Fairs, etc., but elaborate Reports are 
also given of the sayings and doings, on Agri- 
culture, of various wise men who never turned a 
furrow or mowed a swath, and similar Reports 
of the sayings and doings of other wise men, 
scientific chaps, who want steam carriages on 
every country road and steam rams, of their in- 
vention, in every harbor. 

The Scrub-oak lands of Long Island are sys- 
tematically puffed by Dr. Peck, etc., ('61, p. 103; 
'64, p. 188,) and the Fine-barrens of New Jersey 
by Solon Robinson, etc., ('61, p. 215 ; '63, pp. 290, 
291 ; '64, pp. 189, 194-198, 218 ;) the same for- 
midable list of unemployed Committees are con- 
tinued, year after year ; and a "Faculty," without 
classes, fills up the measure of the imposition, 
and secures the yearly Legislative grant of $950 
for the encouragement of Agriculture, in the 
midst of a densely-crowded city ! 



" Beer-coolers for the army," how to increase 
the size of eggs, the origin of the human race,, 
elderberry-wine, etc., are among the topics dis- 
cus; ed, while the difficult questions of which 
sewing-machine is best adapted for family use, 
what pavement is best suited for Broadway, etc., 
are left entirely unnoticed. 

We have known this body for a quarter of a 
century — we have been a member of it during 
the whole of that period — and we have never 
yet known it to produce any other result than to 
afford a snug berth or two, with good salaries, 
for as many decayed gentlemen of leisure, or to 
facilitate the sale of Sand-lands to confiding sim- 

Idetons, or to give to him to whom it did not be- 
ong, the honor and the profit of a market for a 
Blackberry. For those who have been in "the 
a Ring," it has always been vastly useful ; for 
the multitude who have not been within the 
magic circle, it has been, and still is, quite as 
profitless. 

10.— The Strong- Bennett Libel Suit. Senator Demai 
Strong vs. Geo. G. Bennett, Proprietor Brooklyn Daily Times, 
Damages claimed, $H»,000, as found by the Jury, Six Cent*. 
Supreme Court, Kings County. June Term, 1800. Before Hon. 
J. F. Barnard. Verbatim Report of the Trial. Brooklyn, 1800. 
Octavo, pp. 151. 

In this shabby pamphlet is the record of ope 
of the most interesting and important Libel suits 
of the day — an action by a member of "the Al- 
bany Ring" against an Editor who had dared 
expose his doings. 

It is interesting and important, because it pre- 
sents to the public gaze the manner in which our 
Legislators are "seen" by those whose ends are to 
be served by corrupt Legislation, and the manner 
in which a Republic may be controlled, by means 
which would have made the~ courtiers of the Stu- 
arts blush and hide their less infamous heads. 
The licentiousness of the persons in power at the 
Capitol of this State, seems to have habitually 
reduced them to the grade of ordinary merchan- 
dise in the hands of unprincipled speculators ; 
and this pamphlet shows that their official votes 
are ordinarily matters of bargain and trade,, 
ready to be sold to any one who is willing to pay 
the prices of the unholy favors which they can 
secure to their lucky holder — u the major will" 
and "the common weal," in both cases, being, 
without hesitation, sacrificed on the altars of a 
vicious and hell-deserving generation. 

It is also interesting and important, because it 
instructs us concerning the constitution and con- 
duct of what is known in this State as u the Al- 
" bany Ring" — that unscrupulous junta, at Al bany, 
who, for many years, has controlled the action 
of the Legislature bn all the leading questions of 
the day: who has bought and sold the members 
of the Senate and the Assembly, or their official 
votes, as pork is sold in the market, or substU 
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tutee by the not more infamous Bounty-brokers ; * 
and who. to-day, is the chosen refuge of a few , 
equally infamous politicians, hereabouts, who 
seek to overcome the legal authority of the local 
majority, by calling in the aid of the Legisla- ! 
ture, for the accomplishment of their notoriously j 
infamous, partisan or personal purposes. . 

If any one desires to learn of the effect of a ' 
concentration of political authority, at the Capi- ; 
tol, beyond the control of those who are most J 
intimately concerned in the particular acts of 
Legislation referred to, he can find no better I 
manual than this ; and if he shall rise from the : 
perusal of it, without branding that " Ring" and ' 
those who serve it, as criminals before the Law, ' 
as they were boldly and righteously branded by j 
Mr. Williams, of Counsel for the Defence, we shall 
have missed our guess. \ 

To our Brooklyn friends, this trial is particu- j 
larly important; and we commend it to their at- 
tention. 



17.— The Improved Order of Red Men : Its origin and his- 
tory, object* and principles. Published by authority of the 
Great Council of the United States, Philadelphia, G. 8. D. 375. 
Phila.: I860. Octavo, pp. 16. 

This pamphlet contains a detailed Report of 
the origin and history of one of the Becret soci- 
eties, which have been organized by our country- 
men, for social and charitable purposes. 

Although this Report makes no mention of the 
u Columbian Order " which was organized in 
New York, soon after the Peace of 1783, and was 
extended throughout the United States — the 
" Tammany Society " of New York, still in exist- 
ence, being the parent organization — there is 
little doubt that this " Order of Red Men" is the 
successor of the Philadelphia branch of that 
body ; and that the records of the Society in New 
York would throw some light on the subject 

We have before us an Address on Federal 
Politics which the parent Society, in New York, 
made to its branches throughout the United 
States, in 18 ; and the names employed, the 
objects to be attained, the plan of organization, 
all indicate, unmistakably, that the ancient Soci- 
ety of which this Report speaks so anxiously, 
was nothing more nor less than the Philadelphia 
branch of the Democratic Republican society, 
known among us, and throughout the country, as 
The Tammany Society, meeting at Tammany 
Hall, in the city of New York; and that this 
* Order of Red Men," either in fact or fancy, is 
its legitimate successor. 

18.— The Ecclesiastical History of Vermont: an Essay 
read before the General Convention o# Vermont, at Newbury, 
21st Jane, 1866, by Rev. Pliny H. White. Published by order 
of the Convention. Montpelier : 1866. Octavo, pp. 7. 

The zealous President of the Vermont Histor- 
ical Society, in this Essay, has brought out 
Firstly, the importance of History, generally, 



and Secondly, the especial importance, to Ver- 
monters, of the Ecclesiastical history of that 
State. He surveys the early church history of 
his State ; suggests that she originated u in reli- 
u gious convictions" and was " occasioned by the 
u desire of finding freedom to worship God, as 
"well as was the original settlement of New 
"England, by the Pilgrim Fatherai" and tells 
us that the first Church organization in the State 
"was in fact, a Massachusetts Church, trans- 
u planted, bodily, pastor and all, into the wilder- 
a ness at Bennington," " for the sake of greater 
" liberty and zeal in the Christian life." He re- 
views the changes in the outward morals of 
" such places as Montpelier, St. Albans, Rutland, 
" St. Johnsbury," etc, by the modern increase of 
their church-memberships; and he encourages 
the pastors of such churches as Thetford, Corn- 
wall, etc., which, in the face of a diminished 
membership, have been growing stronger and 
stronger in Christian graces and Christian useful- 
ness. He notices the fact that that portion of the 
history of Vermont which relates to her Ecclesi- 
astical concerns, "is a sealed book, because an 
" unwritten book," notwithstanding it exists in a 
fragmentary form, in the hands of those pastors 
who have examined distinct portions of the sub- 
ject, from time to time, for local purposes; and 
he closes his Essay with an appeal to pastors to 
write the histories of their respective Churches, 
and to print them. 

Notwithstanding the unpleasant fact which 
Mr. White has revealed concerning the persecu- 
tion, for conscience sake, in Massachusetts, which 
led to the emigration to the Northern wilder- 
ness, of the Church at Bennington, and the 
equally interesting fact that the intelligent in- 
habitants of Vermont are willingly ignorant of 
their own history,* this Essay is one of the 
clearest and best papers of the kind which we 
have seen for many a day. When equal candor 
shall be bestowed on the Civil History of that 
State, by her own citizens, not only Vermontera 
but the great body of the reading public, every- 
where, will find, therein, much that is new to 
them, concerning both the men and measures of 
other days. 

IQ.— Catalogue of the Officers and Students in Yale CoU 
lege, with a statement of the course of instruction in the 
various departments. 1866-67. New Haven: 1866. Octavo, 
pp. 72. 

A handsome pamphlet, the contents of which 
are fully described in the title-page, of which the 
above is a copy. 



* The proceedings or the Vermont Historical Society, pub- 
lished on another page, indicate the culpable neglect with 
which, also, the People of that State regard their own Record! 
and their own Civil History ; and we respectfully suggest that 
that matter and the like ignorance in Ecclesiastical matters, 
referred to by Mr. White, should find places in the data for es- 
timating the intelligence and capability for self- government of 
the People of Vermont. 
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20. — The Magazines : As the year is drawing 
to a olose and subscriptions are about to be re- 
newed or transferred, we call the attention of our 
readers 'to the following, from among our ex- 
changes, which are wormy of their support : 



—The Hor&ulturist and Journal of Rural Art and Rurul 
Taste. New York : 6. E. & F. W. Woodward. $2.50 per 
year. 

Such of our readers as possess any taste for 
Rural affairs, whether in tne Parlor or on the 
Farm, will be pleased with this work. It is 
edited with ability ; and, month after month, the 
contributions of the best practical men of the 
country lend interest to its pages. Besides, it is 
well printed, amply illustrated, and reasonably 
cheap. 

—The American Journal of Numismatics, and Bulletin of 
the American Numismatic and Arckceological Society. 
New York : Published by the Society. $3 per year. 

The pages of this work are mostly occupied 
with articles relating to the science of Numis- 
matics ; and we have no doubt that it will prove 
useful to all whose taste leads their attention to 
that subject It is edited by F. H. Norton, Li- 
brarian of the Mercantile Library of Brooklyn, 
whose practised pen is well known to our readers. 



— The Atlantic Monthly, deroted to Literature, Science. 
Art, and Politics. Boston : Ticknor k Fields. $4 per year. 

This widely-known and able exponent of Radi- 
cal politics and the peculiar Literature, Science, 
and Art which cluster around Boston, needs 
neither commendation nor description. 

Itis fearless, able, and always aggressive ; and 
whether Religion or Politics, things earthly or 
things heavenly, the Past, Present, or Future, are 
the subjects presented in its pages, they are 
always handled with skill and with a single eye 
to the honor of the Radical school and the ad- 
vancement of its pupils. 



— Our Young Folks : an illustrated Magazine for Boys and 
Girls. Boston : Ticknor & Fields. $2 per year. 

A magazine which is very well calculated for 
large "Boys and Girls -" and, as such, worthy of 
the ample support which it enjoys. 



— Every Saturday : a Journal of choice reading selected 
from foreign current literature. Boston: Ticknor ft Fields. 

This is a weekly octavo, containing the best 
pieces from the European magazines; and it 
must commend itself to the favor of all who 
have leisure to devote to such reading. It is 
well printed, and at ten cents per week, is very 
reasonable in price. 



2. — Books in Preparation. 

— The Rev. Dr. Ellis, of Charlestown, is 
engaged in editing and annotating the earliest 
records of the Massachusetts Historical Society r 
touching its origin and its founders. His work 
will make one or two volumes. 

— A London Publishing House announces 
a new book on the United States, under the title 
of The Making of the American Nation ; or, the 
Rise and Decline of Oligarchy in the West. 
Showing how the American Nation and Democ- 
racy have been made and what they are, with 
considerations on their tendency and destiny. 
The author is J. Norton Partridge. 

— Mr. J. William Jones is said to be writing 
the religious history of the Army of Northern 
Virginia. 

— General Early is going to publish an 
octavo pamphlet of 100 pages, giving a narra- 
tive of his operations during the last year of the 
war, including his services with Lee from the 
Rapidan to the James, his raid into Maryland, 
and his campaign against Sheridan. 

— Frank E. Burke, Esq., Burnsville, near 
Selma, Ala., is still soliciting information for his 
new book entitled A book of Outrages committed 
by United States Soldiers during the War. He 
say 8 that " too much material cannot be sent." 

— Mr. Maurault, Missionary to the village of 
St. Francis, is the author of a forthcoming his- 
tory of the Abenakis, which, we have reason to 
believe, will be very complete. 

— Mr. John Austin Stevens, Jr., Secretary 
of the New York Chamber of Commerce, has in 
press The Colonial Records of that body, with 
Historical and Biographical Sketches. We have 
the best of reasons for stating that it will form 
an important addition to the local history of 
New York City. 

— John Estbn Cooke, late chief of General 
Stuart's staff, has in preparation, for E. B. Treat 
& Co., of New York, a volume entitled Wearing of 
the Gray, comprising personal portraits, sketches, 
scenes, adventures, anecdotes and incidents of 
the late war in the South. The design of this 
work is to present a graphic and picturesque 
view of some of the most striking scenes and 
personages of the late war in the South — adven- 
tures of the writer, narratives of scouts, elabor- 
ate personal portraits of Stuart, Hampton, Ashby, 
Mosbv, and other Confederate celebrities, with 
anecdotes and details concerning them, for the 
truth of which* the author vouches, as they can 
easily be established if any one can be found to 
doubt the author's statements. His position on 
the staff of General Stuart gave him an oppor- 
tunity of seeing and knowing personally the men 
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•of whom he writes ; of witnessing some of the 
most striking scenes of the war — and of these 
he speaks as an eye-witness and participant, and 
not as one compiling facts from books. 

— Mb. J. T. Headlet is preparing for early 
publication, by E. B. Treat & Co., of New York, 
a naval history of the war, entitled, Farragut 
and our Naval Commander*. 

— Mr. J. Rombyn Brodhead is applying him- 
self closely to his carefully prepared History of 
the State of New York, of wnion one volume is 
before the public 

— Mr. Bancroft has already advanced a con- 
siderable distance in his tenth, and last volume 
«>f the History of the United States. 

3. — Auction Sales. 

Messrs. Leavttt, Strebeioh & Co., 498 Broad- 
way, New York, will sell shortly, a very select 
collection of Autographs, Portraits, Choice 
Books, Rare Prints, Water-color Drawings, etc., 
belonging to J. B. Fisher, Austerfield Farm, 
N.J. 

They also announce the sale, early in Decem- 
ber, of William A. Whitman's private library ; 
a collection of more than seventeen hundred Au- 
tographs, belonging to W. Brotherhead of 
Philadelphia; the Semi-annual sale of Rare 
Coins and Medals, belonging to Dr. W. Elliot 
Woodward; the private Library of Dr. M. W. 
D1CKER8ON of Philadelphia; and early in Janu- 
ary, the collection of Autographs belonging to 
the Estate of the late I. K. Tefft of Savannah. 

Messrs. Bangs, Merwxn & Co., 694 Broadway, 
Jfow York, have not advised us of any sale of 
importance ; and we suppose, therefore, they have 
none in preparation. 



1772, as obsolete — nearly fifty years after their 
first invention — "for," said he, " with the return- 
" ing taste for the beautiful in form — a necessary 
" consequence of the greater popularization of art 
" in our times — the old-faced type has come to be 
" regarded as the most elegant letter within the 
a range of typography." 



VIIL— CURRENT EVENTS. 

1. — Soldiers' Monument at Pishkill. — 
We are glad to learn that the Trustees of the 
Fishki 11 Rural Cemetery have donated a suita- 
ble plot in the Cemetery, for the erection of a 
monument to the memory of the brave soldiers of 
that town, who died in tne service of their coun- 
try, during the late war. We believe that sub- 
scription books have already been opened, and 
we say, let the good work go on. — Standard. 

% — Progressing Backwards. — At a type- 
founders' feast, held recently at the London Crys- 
tal Palace, Mr. Caslon mentioned the curious fact 
that matrices from punches originally out by 
William Caslon, in 1725, were now taken down 
for daily use, after having been laid aside since 



3. — The Fiftieth Anniversary op the 
New Haven Grays. — The ancient and honor- 
able Company of New Haven Grays celebrated 
their fiftieth anniversary in that city, on the 
thirteenth of September. We take the following 
account from The N. T. Tribune** report : 

Early in the morning, the principal streets in 
New Haven were decorated with the Stars and 
Stripes, and the sidewalks were thronged with 
people who visited the city to enjoy the celebra- 
tion which was to take place. By ten o'clock, the 
Armory of the Grays was crowded with ex- 
members, who wore a white silk badge, bearing 
the inscriptioo, u New Haven Grays," with the 
Connecticut State arms engraved upon it, " Qui 
" Transtulit Sustinet. Organized 1816. Fiftieth 
"Anniversary, Sept. 13, 1866." There were a 
number of old white-haired veterans who reported 
for duty on thjs occasion. A fow of the names we 
give : Samuel P. Bolles, Orderly Sergeant of the 
Company when it first paraded just fifty years ago 
to-day. Mr. Henry Barney, of South Carolina, 
and an old-school gentleman just turning the 
ripe age of seventy, who has not visited his native 
city for forty-threo years, was present He talked 
of the old days when he " passed muster" in the 
ranks of the Grays ; and brought his cane to his 
shoulder, in true military style, and marched 
around lie Armory with a quick step, showing 
some of the younger Grays how the veterans train- 
ed fifty years ago. The hand-shaking and kind 
words of greeting among them were quite interest- 
ing to witness. The old drummers, Wm. Bishop, 
the Austin Brothers, and L. L. Squires were 
present and played a number of familiar tunes, 
which were received with delight by the veterans. 

We give below the list of Captains of the Com- 
pany, from 1816 to the present period : 

Captains Deceased : Sophos Staples, 1st 
Captain, date of Commission September 13th, 
1816 ; Dennis Rimberly, 2d, date of Commission, 
August 2d, 1817 ; John H. Coly, 6th, date of 
Commission, June 23d, 1828 ; Benj. M. Prescott, 
10th, date of Commission, June 24th, 1834 ; Elijah 
Thompson, 11th, date of Commission, March 29th, 
1838 ; John Galpin, 13th, date of Commission, 
February 25th, 1841 ; Elias P. Barnes, 15th, date 
of Commission, January 19th, 1846; Chas. S. 
Jones,* 22d, date of Commission, January 10th, 

* Uncertain— not heard from for tome Urn*. 



Digitized by 



Google 



HISTORICAL MAGAZINE. 



159 



1854; E. Walter Osborn, 25th, date of Commis- 
sion, April 7th, 1859. 

Ex-Captains Living : Geo. I. Whiting, 3d. 
date of Commission, June 16th, 1821 • Philip S, 
Galpin, 4th, date of Commission, July 19th, lo23 ; 
Charles Nicoll, 5th, date of Commission, July 5th, 
1826: Sidney M. Stone, 7th, date of Commission, 
April 7th, 1830 ; Charles Bostwick, 8th, date of 
Commission, April 12th, 1832 ; Russell Hotchkiss, 
Dth, date of Commission, May 25th, 1832 ; George 
P. Stillman, 12th, date of Commission, August 
21st, 1839 ; Samuel Tolles, 14th, date of Com- 
mission, February 8th, 1843 ; Raymond A. White, 
16th, date of Commission, August 21st, 1864 ; 
James M. Townsend, 17th, date of Commission, 
February 15th, 1848 : Albert C. Marsh, 18th, 
date of Commission, June 23d, 1848: N. S. Hal- 
lenbeck, 19th, date of Commission, February 14th, 
1850; John Arnold, 20th, date of Commission, 
June 21st, 1850; James M. Woodward, 21st, 
date of Commission, January 22d, 1853; Charles 
T. Candee, 23d, date of Commission, October 
12th, 1854; Wm. H. Steele, 24th, date of Com- 
mission, January 19th, 1858; George L. North- 
Top, 27th; Frank D. Sloat, 29th; Edward E. 
Bradley, present Captain. 

At 1 o'clock, the line of march was formed in 
front of the Grays' Armory, on Chapel street 
First, were the young Grays, in their neat-fitting 
uniform of gray, 100 strong, under command of 
Cant. Bradley. Then came the war veterans, 
under the command of Col. Samuel Towles, 60 
strong : with Adjt-Gen. F. Peterson and Lieut. 
Geo. L. Northrop for Lieutenants; Capt. and 
Brevet-Major W. W. Morse for Color Sergeant; 
and in the rear followed the veteran members, 
nearly 200 gentlemen, ranging from the ages of 
70 down to 30, under command of Col. Philip S. 
Galpin, with Charles Nicoll, S. M. Stone and 
Walter Osborn for Lieutenants; Samuel P. Bolles 
for Orderlv, and George Treadway, Color-Bearer. 
The Rev. Messrs. Fredk. Sill, of New York, and 
W. E. Vibbert acted as Chaplains. The Grays and 
ex-Grays marched through the principal streets, 
preceded by a fine band of music, under the lead- 
ership of Mr. John Lyon, of New Haven. 

The Dinnek, — At a little past 2 o'clock P.M. 
the procession arrived at Music Hall, where a 
magnificent dinner was prepared under the su- 

S>nntendence of Messrs. Alhs, of the New Haven 
ouse, and Lockwood of this city. The hall was 
lavishly festooned with flags ; and upon the tables 
were boauets of every variety and form. At the 
rear of the hall hung the portraits of Col. Henry 
Merwin, Major E. Walter Osborne and Chaplain 
Jedediah Chapman, who died while fighting hon- 
orably, during the late Rebellion. After the 
company had enjoyed the rich viands with which 



the tables were loaded, ex-Mayor Galpin, who 
acted as Chairman, rose and introduced private 
William Kenne, Principal of the New Haven 
High School, who read a very interesting history 
of the Company, from its organization in 1816 
to the present time. 

Next followed Mr. Henry G. Lewis, an ex-mem- 
ber of the Grays; Gen. Kellogg of the Second 
Brigade of the Connecticut National Guard; Mr. 
Walter Osborne; the Rev. Mr. Sill, Rector of St. 
Thomas's Chapel, New York City ; Col. Toller, 
and Mr. Simeon Baldwin, a son of the late Hon. 
Roger S. Baldwin, read a letter from Major-Gen. 
Terry, of the United States Army, thanking the 
Grays for their kind invitation to be with them 
on this occasion, and explaining to them his 
regret for not being able to be present. Lieut- 
Gov. Winchester, of Connecticut, followed Mr. 
Baldwin ; and other speeches were made by ex 
and present members of the company, and the 
afternoon passed off pleasantly. The day was 
one of the most charming of the season, and the 
fiftieth anniversary of the Grays was most suc- 
cessfully carried out. 

The semi-centennial ball was given by the 
Grays, in the evening, at Music Hall. 



4. — The Old Chubch at Hampton. — A charm- 
ing young lady of the Episcopal Church has, by 
her untiring exertions, raised a sufficient sum to 
enable the surviving members of the little flock 
at Hampton to clear up the graveyard in which 
the " forefathers of the hamlet sleep. " 

This is preliminary to a vigorous effort to ar- 
rest the rapid decay which has seized upon the 
remains of the sacred house, which dates back to 
1669, and has seen generation after generation of 
the old-school Virginians flourish and pass away. 



5. — Gift to Tale College. — The New Haven 
Palladium says: "Mr. George Peabody has 
" added to the long list of his munificent dona- 
" tions for charitable purposes, in this country 
" and in Europe, the gift of one hundred and 
"fifty thousana dollars to Yale College, to be 
" employed in the erection of a Museum of Nat- 
" ural History. It has been understood for some 
"time that Mr. Peabody contemplated such a 
" step. 

" It is, at present, the intention of the college, 
" though the plan is not yet fully perfected, to 
" ultimately erect a building, consisting of three 
" parts — a center and two wings. Each one of 
" these parts is to be about one hundred feet in 
" length, making the entire length of the museum 
" about three hundred feet. It will be situated 
« on Chapel street, at the south end of the college 
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u grounds, and will occupy nearly the entire dis- 
"tance between the Art building and College 
u street 

44 The east wing is the part which it is pro- 
u posed to erect immediately. It will be situated 
u on the corner of Chapel and College streets, 
« with an entrance on Chapel street Its length 
" in Chapel street will be about one hundred 
" feet, and on College street about one hundred 
"and twenty feet It will be four stories in 
"height, and constructed of the same kind of 
" freestone as the Art building and the other re- 
" cently erected college buildings. 

"One hundred thousand dollars will be ex- 
" pended in its construction, and twenty thousand 
" dollars of the residue is, by the terms of the 
" donation, to be invested until it increases to a 
" hundred thousand dollars or more, at the option 
u of the trustees. This sum, with the exception 
u of twenty thousand dollars, is then to be em- 
u ployed in the erection of the central portion of 
" the museum, and the twenty thousand excepted 
" is to be again invested, until, as before, it is 
" augmented to a sufficient amount to construct 
u the remaining wing. 

" By this judicious method the museum will 
44 be erected as rapidly as the college has use for 
" it, and by a similar investment of the remain- 
u der of the donation the institution is rendered 
u self-supporting forever. The erection of the 
" single wing, which is proposed to be built at 
u present, will afford the college one of the larg- 
" est museums in this country; and when finally 
u completed it will be among the largest in the 
« world." 



6. — Hbbeditaby Slaveby. — Rose Jackson, a 
colored woman, who was born a slave in 1778 
in the family of Gen. William Hart, of Saybrook, 
died at Hartford on Saturday. She remained a 
slave by the laws of the State till 1849, since 
which time she has preferred to live with her 
old master's family. — Boston Transcript, Oct 22. 



7. — The Soldiers' Monument in Stock- 
BBiDOE. — Yesterday was the occasion of the dedi- 
cation of the Soldiers' Memorial Monument in 
Stockbridge, which has just been completed there 
at an expense of $2500, of which amount $2000 
was appropriated by the town and the balance 
raised by subscription. The event drew together 
the largest concourse of people ever assembled 
in the town, and among the number were several 
hundred of the Berkshire soldiers, representing 
the 10th, 27th, 31st, 34th, 37th, and 49th Massa- 
chusetts regiments, all of which were raised 
almost exclusively in the western part of the 
State. The population of the town of Stock- 



bridge is about twenty-one hundred, and the 
town furnished one hundred and thirty men foi 
the war, including three colonels, and of thic 
number twenty-eignt sacrificed their lives in th< 
cause, and the grateful citizens felt it their dutj 
to erect this monument to their honor and mem- 
ory. 

The monument is of neat and tasteful design 
and is located in the square in the central pari 
of the village, half a mile or so from the rail 
road station, and within a minute's walk of tin 
post-office. It is surrounded by an iron fence 
and on the four sides of the tablet are inscribe* 
the names of the fallen heroes of Stockbridge— 
twenty-eight in all. Among the names are thos< 
of Major William D. Sedgwick, of the 2d Massa 
chusetts, Captain Edson T. Dresser, of the 52d 
and Color-Sergeant Joseph Rathbun, of the 57th 
— Boston Transcript, October 18th. 



8.— Dr. R. W. Gibbes.— The death of this gen 
tleman is announced as having taken place ii 
Columbia, S. C, on the 15th inst 

Dr. Gibbes was born in Columbia, on the 8tl 
of July, 1809; and graduated from South Caro 
lina College in 1827. He studied medicine 
married a daughter of Jas. S. Quignard : am 
settled in his native city, where he lived a life o 
useftdness for nearly forty years. He was twic< 
Mayor, and at one time acted as assistant pro 
feasor of chemistry at his own alma mater, witl 
such success that he was offered a professorship 
which he declined. 

His tastes and habits were literary and scien 
tific, and he contributed largely to the medica 
and scientific journals of the country. Th< 
Smithsonian Institute tendered him the publica 
tion of his plates on) paleontology and fossil 
remains at the cost of the Institute. He waj 
also the author and compiler of three volumes 
of The Documentary History of South Carolina 
He was eminently public-spirited ; and to escape 
heavy loss, it became necessary for him to become 
the publisher of The Columbia South Carolinian^ 
which he edited for several years. He lost se- 
verely by Gen. Sherman's burning of Columbia — 
his fine mansion, with its valuable collection of 
paintings, fossil remains, geological specimens 
and medical apparatus, falling a prey to the 
flames. All the accumulations of an industrious 
lifetime were destroyed at a single blow ; and 
Dr. Gibbes had not a place wherein to lay his 
head. He came to this city after the close of 
the war, on business, but his friends saw at a 
glance that he was but a wreck of his former 
self. His constitution, naturally delicate, had 
sank under the barbarous treatment he had suf- 
fered; and the grave has now closed forever over 
one of the beet of men. 
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Th» following extract* are from the testimony, taken un- 
der oath, in a recent case pending before the United State* 
Patent Office, apon the actual merit* of the Gkovkr& Baki n 
Sxwisa Macsixi, and Re relative merits at compared with 
other machines. 

Mrs. Dr. McCready says : . 

" I have need y for nine years, a Grovxr k Bakkk Maori.™, 
and upon it I have done all kind* of family sewing forth* 
house, fur my children and husband, besides a great deal 
of fancy work, as braiding, quilting, and embroidering. 
During all that time my machine has never needed repair, 
except when I had the tension altered, and it is as good now 
as it was the first day 1 bought it." 

a a a . e a a a 

" I am acquainted with the work of all the principal ma- 
chines, including Wheeler k Wilson's, Flnkle k Lyon's, Wil- 
cox k Gibbs's, Ladd k Webster's, the Florence machines, 
and Sloat's machines, besides a number of ten duller ones ; 
and I prefer the Grover k Baker to them all, because I con 
sider the stitch more elastic. 1 have work now in the 
house which was done nine years ago, which is still good ; 
and I have never found any of my friends who have used 
the other machines able to say the same thing." 

Mrs- Dr. Whiting give* the following reasons for the 
superiority of the G rover k Baker Machines over all others: 

" The elasticity of the stitch, and ripping when it is re- 
quired ; and also the stitch fastening itxelf , as you leave off ; 
and alao the machine may be used for embroidering pur- 
pose* ; and therein consists the superiority over other ma- 



" The stitch will not break when stretched, as the others 
do, and neither does it draw the work. 

" I find this stitch will wear as long as the garments do— 
out-wear the garments, in fsct 

44 1 can use it from the thickest woolen cloth to Nansook 
muslin." 

Mrs. Alice 3. Whipple, wife of Rev. Mr. Whipple, Secretary 
of the American Missionary Association, testifies : 

Q.— As the result of your observation and experience, 
what machine do you think best as a general family in' 
strumentf . 

A —The G rover k Baker, decidedly. 

Q.— State the reasons, such of them as occur to you, for 
this opinion. 

.4.-1 think the stitch Is a stronger stitch than that of any 
other machine I have ured, and it seems to me much 
more simple in its management than other machines ; on* 
great advantage is the ease with which the seam is ripped 
when necessary to do so ; and I think that the work, by an 
experienced person, oh a G rover A Baker Machine, is better 
than the work of suoh person on any other machine ; it 
requires more skill to work other machines than the Grover 
k Baker. „ 

Mrs. General Buell says she prefers the Grover k Baker 
Machine over all others. 

" On account of its durability of work, elasticity of stitch, 
and strength of Itltch. It never rips. 

"It is preferred over all others ; it is very easy in its move- 
ments, and very easily adjusted, and very simple in its con- 
struction. 

" We can accomplish more in one week, by this sewing 
machine, than we can in a month by band-**"'*'"* " 

Mrs. Dr. Watts says : 



•• I have had several years* experience with a Grover k 
Bilker Machine, which has given me great satisfaction Its 
chief merit is that it makes a strong elastic stitch ; ft Is 
very easily kept in order, and worked without much fatigue, 
wl ich I think is a very great recommendation I am not 
very familiar with any other machine, except a Wheeler k 
Wilson, which 1 have had. I think the Grover k Baker Ma- 
chine is more easily man ged, and less liable to get out of 
order. I prefer the Grover k Baker, decidedly." 

Mrs. A. B Spooner says : 

" I answer conscientiously, I beliove it to be the best, all 
thii.gs considered, of any that I have known. 

" In the first place, it is very simple and easily learned ; 
the sewing from the ordinary spools is a great advantage ; the 
stitch is entirely reliable, It does ordinary work beautifully, 
and the embroidery slitoh. It is not liable to get out of or- 
der. It operates very easily I suppose I can sum it all 
np by saying it is a perfeot machine. 

" I have had occasion to compare the work with that of 
other machines. The result was always favorable to the 
Grover & Baker Machine." 

Mrs. Dr. Andrews testifies : 

" I prefer it to all other machines I have known anything 
about, for the ease and simplicity with which it operates 
and is managed ; for the perfeot elasticity of the stitch; 
the ease with which the work can be ripped, if desired, 
and still retain Its strength when the thread is cut, or acci- 
dentally broken ; its adaptation to different kinds of work, 
from floe to coarse, without change of needle or tension." 

Mrs. Marie J. Keane, of the house of Natalie Tllman k 
Go., says: 

" Our customers all prefer the Grover k Baker Machine, 
for durability and beauty of stitch." 

Mrs. Jennie C Croly ("Jenny June 1 ') says : 

" I prefer it to any machine. I like the Grover k Baker, 
In the first place, because if 1 had any other I should still 
want a Grover k Baker ; and having a Grover k Baker, it 
answers the purpose of all the rest. It does a greater vari- 
ety of work, and it is easier to learn than any other. I like 
the stitch because of its beauty and strength, and because, 
although it can be taken out, it don't rip, not even by cut- 
ting every other stitch." - 

The foregoing testimony establishes beyond question : 

1. The great simplicity and ease of management of the 
Grover k Baker Machines. 

2. That they are not liable to get out of repair. 

8 That a greater variety of work can be done with them 
than with other machine*. 

4. That the elasticity of the stitch causes the work to 
last longer, look neater, and wear better than work done 
on other machines. 

6. That the facility with which ,any part of the seam can 
be removed when desired is a great advantage. 

6. That the seam will retain its strength even whan cut 
or broken at intervals. 

7. That, besides doing all varietieaof work done by other 
sewing machines, these machines execute beautiful embroid- 
ery. 

Over one hundred other witnesses in the ease above re 
ferred to testified to the superiority of the Grover k Baker 
Machines In the points named in substantially the same 
language, and thousands of letters have been received from 
all parts of the world, stating the same facta. 
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HAYWARD A CO., 

PRACTICAL LITHOGRAPHERS, 

171 Pearl Street, corner of Ene Street, New York. 

All kinds of Commercial, Pictorial and Topographical Lithography, executed in the beet manner and at 
reasonable prices. 

Particular attention paid to making fae-similes of old maps, manuscripts, Ac., at this time used in 
privately-printed books. 

Merchants, Lawyers and others will be supplied with materials with which to write their own Letters, 
Pleadings and other papers, which will insure a perfect fac-simile of those papers, and enable us to supply 
fifty perfect copies within an hour. 

CHROMO-LITHOGRAPHY : 

Drawings of Factories, Country-Seal*, Steamboats, Ships, Machinery, Portrait* ; Labels for Tobao- 
oonists, Wine-Dealers, Druggists, Manufacturers, designed and copied. 

DLEIPnSTE'S CELEBRATED NJkJTIONJkJL. PORTRAITS: 

General Washington. President Lincoln. General Grant. 

Martha Washington. President Johnson. General Lee. 

General Stonewall Jackson. 

Portrait* will be drawn and printed to order, from any oil painting, in the beet style of the art, apeoi- ^ 
mens of which may be seen at oar office. 

wb rN~vrr:K an examination of otjr work. 

NOW READY, 

J. 




VOL. I. 
Translated by JOHN GILMAEY SHEA. 

With References to Authorities Sustaining or Controverting eaol Statement in the Text 



This edition, the first in English, reproduces all Bellin's Maps, and is illustrated with authentic 
Portraits. 

Price, Octavfe fedition, - - i - -• $600 

Quarto Edition, - - - IS 00 

Both Printed on Fine Laid Paper, with the utmost care. 

"As the Edition is very small, Libraries wishing to secure a work so important in all that regards 
the early history of the frontier and of the Mississippi Valley, should send early orders. 

JOHN Gh SHEA, 

80 Centre St., Hew York. 
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